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^Warheads may be In sunken Iraqi boats’ 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Chemical weapons and military equipment 
may be on die sea bead and in Iraqi boats sunk in the Gulf during 
tbe 1991 war over Kuwait, a Dutch salvage firm said on Saturday. 
'•There are a large number of wrecks in the area and they are 
probably surrounded by chemical weapons and ordnance," Laura 
(feetstra, spokeswoman for the salvage firm Wijsmulier. told 
Reuters. “There are probably warheads on board some of the 
vessels, although we cannot be very sure of this yet." Wijsbmullcr, 
aligned by the International Maritime Organisation to inspect 
junKtn rnarinc obstacles, carried out preliminary investigations in 
the area and was given permission by the United Nations to 
salvage 20 vessels, ms. Keetstra said. “What we know is that there 
are some to tug boats, some barges and a number of crude oil 
tankers down there." Ms. Keetstra said. A Kuwaiti environmental 
group said earlier that Wijsmulier had found canisters which might 
contain chemical products in the area where the vessels were sunk. 
The wrecks lie in Iraqi and international waters. 
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Hamas arms cache found in Gaza 

GA2A CITY (AFP) — A large amount of weapons and 
explosives belonging to the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) have been found in an apartment used as a bomb- 
building factory, Palestinian police said Saturday. The cache was 
discovered on Sept. 13 after a Palestinian militant was killed while 
preparing a bomb in his apartment in tbe Gaza Strip. A woman 
was also slightly injured. Police discovered a hidden room that 
contained three belts of explosives ready to use, rocket-propelled 
grenades, three sacks of TNT, automatic weapons, pistols and 
thousands of bullets. On April 2, four Hamas militants, including a 
leader of the group, were killed while working on a bomb in an 
apartment in the Gaza Strip where they were making explosives. 
An infant was also killed in the explosion. Hamas has claimed 
most of the suicide bomb attacks over the last year and half, which 
have killed dozens of Israelis. 
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Lives of 4 million 
Iraqis are at risk, 
U.N. report warns 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
lives of almost one in four 
people in sanctions-fair Iraq 
are at risk and the health care 
situation has turned into a 
“nightmare,” a U.N. report 
released on Saturday said. 

It also said that between 20 
and 29 per cent of children 
under the age of five, de- 
pending on where they live, 
were malnourished. 

Since April, “the huma- 
nitarian situation deterio- 
rated further in all sectors, 
particularly in the areas of 
nutrition and health,” said, 
the report, distributed at a 
coordination centre for relief 
work in Iraq. 

“Living conditions remain 
precarious for at least four 
million persons,” out of a 
population of 18.5 million, 
the United Nations said. 

“Iraq’s health care is a 
nightmare, public health 'ser- 
vices are nearirig a total, 
breakdown as basic medi- 
cines, life-saving drags and 
essential medical supplies are 
lacking throughout the coun- 
try,” it said. 

“Health centres have be- 
come unhygienic places as 
most basic antiseptics sup- 
plies, spare bed sheets and 


the like are in acute shor- 
tage,” the report warned. 

Government food rations 
cover “only about 60 per cent 
of the daily energy needs” of 
people in central and south- 
ern Iraq. - 

“In the absence of suffi- 
cient pledges and on account 
of bottlenecks at the border 
crossing, WFP (World Food 
Programme) food distribu- 
tions* were drastically re- 
duced ” it said. 

The United Nations, which 
said in June it received only 
S12 million from the $183 
million it needed, has deli- 
vered food to between a third 
and a half of tbe one million 
people in need in Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq. 

Food and mediant are ex- 
empted from the U.N. 
embargo in force since Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

But Iraq says it does not 
have the resources and re- 
jects a U.N. proposal for 
limited oil sales under inter- 
national supervision on the 
grounds it would infringe on 
national sovereignty. 

Referendum invitations 

Iraq has invited U.S.. 


House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
other politicians from around 
the world to observe a re- 
ferendum on renewing Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's man- 
date. 

Mr. Gingrich is among 300 
politicians from all nations 
except Kuwait and Israel in- 
vited to watch the Oct. 15 
referendum, Mohammad 
MuzafFar A1 Adhami, vice 
chairman of parliament’s 
foreign affairs committee, 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Adhami told Baghdad 
newspapers: “Among those 
invited are the speakers of 
the U.S. Senate and the 
House of Representatives, as 
well as speakers of the World 
Parliamentary Union, the 
EU, and the Arab and Afri- 
can parliamentary unions.” 

It was unclear whether he 
was also referring to Bob 
Dole, the Senate majority 
leader, or Vice President A1 
Gore, who chairs the Senate. 

Ghanem Aziz Khadduri, 
deputy speaker of the Iraqi 
parliament, said the referen- 
dum could not be organised 
in Iraqi Kurdistan, which has 
been controlled by Kurdish 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, PLO resume talks, 
on verge of agreement 


TABA (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), saying 
they were on the verge of an 
agreement on expanding 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank, resumed 
marathon talks on Saturday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
went into a meeting in the 
Egyptian Taba resort which 
both sides said could lead to 
an accord within several 
hours. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
dashed with Israeli troops in 
the still-occupied West bank 
city of Hebron, just hours 
before the Taba meeting. 

Palestinian sources said 
protesters took to the streets 
after Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded Abdul Fahez Abu 
Mayalleh, SO, at a roadblock 
in Hebron. 

They said troops used tear- 
gas and rubber bullets to ■ 
tfgjerse protesters. 

fin Taba, Mr. Peres was 
upbeat, saying most of the 
difficult issues had been re- 
solved and that an accord 
could be initialled by Satur- 
day evening, the eve of tire 
Jewish new year. 

“I know that for a large, 
portion of the people there' 
will be very big news for the 
new year if we will be wise 
enough to take tonight a very 
large step towards the 
peace,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
army radio. 

But Palestinian negotiators 
insisted that Israel fust com- 
mit itself to a timetable for 
releasing thousands of 
Palestinian security de- 


tainees. 

“We are not going to sign 
before we resolve the issue of 
the prisoners," Palestinian 
Justice Minister Freih Abu 
Medein said after Saturday’s 
Palestinian cabinet meeting. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
have already met for more 
than 60 hours this week, 
negotiating the extent of 
Israeli troop withdrawal in 
tbe West Bank and the terms 
for Palestinian general elec- 
tions. 

Under the emerging agree- 
ment, Israeli troops would 
pull out of six West Bank 
towns over the next few 
weeks. 

A partial withdrawal from 
the seventh town, Hebron, 
will follow once Israel has 
built a bypass road for the 
450 Jewish settlers living in 
the town of 120,000 Palesti- 
nians. Israeli officials have 
said the construction of the 
road would take six months. 

Israel TV said Friday that 
Mr. Arafat had decided to 
hold general elections only in 
March, once the troop rede- 
ployment in Hebron is com- 
pleted. Palestinian officials 
initially said they wanted to 
hold elections by the end of 
the year. 

In the balloting, the 
Palestinians will choose 82 
members of a governing 
council. 

In the six towns and parts 
of Hebron — together known 
as “Area A,” the Palestinians 
will be in frill control. 

Israeli troops will also pull 
back from some rural areas, 
referred to in the 460-page 
draft as “Area B.” In these 


areas, Palestinian police will 
be deployed, but Israeli sol- 
diers will have freedom of 
movement, such as the ability 
to chase Palestinian militants 
suspected of attacking 
Israelis. 

Israel will remain in full 
control of the remainder of 
the West Bank, including the 
130 Jewish settlements and 
military installations. 

There have been conflict- 
ing reports of how much land 
is being handed to Palestinian 
control. Israeli newspapers 
said Friday that areas A and 
B amounted to 40 per cent of 
the West Bank, a figure con- 
firmed by an Israeli official. 
However, other reports said 
the Palestinians were only 
gaining control over 30 per 
cent of the land. 

In Hebron, Israeli troops 
will pull back to about one- 
seventh of the municipal 
area, including the six settler 
compounds, the Ibrahimi 
Mosque and access roads to 
the settlements. 

Tbe town’s military head- 
quarters, a symbol of occupa- 
tion. will be handed to the 
Palestinians, according to 
Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natdie. 

'The moment tbe solution 
was found through the crea- 
tion of a bypass road, there 
was no longer any reason for 
army presence in the heart of 
the city," Mr. Peres told 
army radio Saturday. 

Still unresolved is the fete 
of the 6000 Palestinian secur- 
ity detainees. Israel has 
agreed to release 1,000 after 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein mi Saturday holds 
talks with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker during a visit he paid to the Prime 
Ministry on Saturday. The King issued direc- 


tives to Sharif Zeid on several domestic and 
regional issues, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 


King leaves for France 
today en route to U.S. 

HM to address Europarliament in Strasbourg, 
discuss ties and MENA summit in Washington 


By a Jordan Tunes 
* Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein , leaves for 
France today en'route to the 
United States where he is 
expected to meet with U.S.. 
President Bill Clinton, con- 

g * essional leaders and World 
ank officials and attend the 
expected signing of an ex- 
panded self-rule agreement 
between the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel, informed sources 
said. 

While in France, the King 
will address the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, 
they said. 

In the U.S., the King will 
discuss with President Clin- 


ton and congressional leaders 
Jordanian-American rela- 
tions, the Middle East peace 
process and the latest de- 
velopments in the region. 

It will be the first meeting 
between the King and Mr. 
Clinton after the Monarch 
decided to grant asylum to 
two senior Iraqi defectors in 
August and the U.S. presi- 
dent threw his weight behind 
the move by pledging to de- 
fend the Kingdom against 
any Iraqi military threat. 

Also expected to figure 
high in the King’s talks in 
Washington are issues related 
to the Oct. 29-31 Middle East 
and North Africa MENA 
economic summit to be held 
in Amman. The Clinton 
administration has launched 


a strong campaign among 
U.S. business leaders to 
attend the summit and look 
seriously at investment 
opportunities that have 
emerged in Jordan and in the 
region after the Kingdom 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in October 1994. 

The MENA summit and 
projects to be presented to 
the government and business 
leaders attending the confer- 
ence are also expected to be 
discussed by the King and 
World Bank officials. The 
talks will also cover Jordan’s 
economic performance and 
World Bank support for the 
Kingdom's economic restruc- 
turing programme under the 
guidance of the International 
(Continued on page 7) 


Stranded Palestinians head for 
Gaza through Jordan, Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — More 
than 150 Palestinians 
stranded for weeks on the 
Libyan border crossed Satur- 
day into Egypt en route to 
Jordan and the Gaza Strip. 

A second group of 40 
Palestinians reportedly 
headed for Rafab on the 
Egyptian border with Gaza, 
also hoping to enter the 
Palestinian-controlled area. 

Word of the two depar- 
tures drew other Palestinians 
to the Libyan-Egyptian fron- 
tier in hopes of returning 
home, Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) re- 
ported. 

The exodus — launched 
when Libyan leader Moam- 
raar Qadhafi began expelling 
Palestinians last month to 
protest the Israeli-Arab 
peace process — could end 
with the refugees stuck at 
other frontiers. 

This is because it is not 
clear if they have the residen- 
cy papers Israel requires for 
admission to Gaza. Accord- 
ing to Palestinian officials in 
Egypt, some cany only visi- 
tors permits which may not 
be honoured by the Jewish 
state. 

Pangs Moumtzis, a dele- 


gate with the Cairo office of 
tiie U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees, said he did not 
know if Israel would admit 
the travellers. 

“I don’t know if they (the 
Egyptians) are throwing the 
problem from one border to 
another," he told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Egyptian officials refused 
to comment. Israeli officials 
could not immediately be 
. reached because of the Sab- 
bath. 

Egypt had previously bar- 
red the Palestinians from 
crossing, leaving 143 of the 
Palestinians in no-man’s land 
near the Salloum border post 
while Libya and Egypt re- 
fused to accept them. 

A convoy of 18 taxis and 
two mini-buses, was travell- 
ing across Egypt escorted by 
police after being granted 
permission late on Friday to 
enter the country. 

The 158 Palestinians were 
en route for the Egyptian 
Red Sea port of Nuweibeh to 
take a ferry to Aqaba in 
Jordan before crossing into 
the Palestinian territories, 
officials here said. 

Many of those who had 
slept under the stars in the 


deset for the past three weeks 
were looking forward to 
finally completing their jour- 
ney after being forced to 
leave Libya in a clampdown 
on Palestinians. 

But for some their prob- 
lems were still not over. A 
spokesman at the Jordanian 
embassy in Cairo said his 
country would only allow 
those with Jordanian pass- 
ports or resident permits 
issued by Israel to cross the 
border. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) repre- 
sentative to the Arab League 
in Cairo, Mohammad 
Sobeih. said the Palestinians 
headed for Jordan had Egyp- 
tian travel documents allow- 
ing them to cross the country. 

But they had to pass 
through Jordan because 
Israel insists that Palestinians 
who leave via the King Hus- 
sein Bridge must return the 
same way. 

Some of them, who left the 
Gaza Strip in 1967 when 
Israel occupied the territory 
after the Arab-Jsraeli war, 
had only the Egyptian docu- 
ments. The luckier ones also 
had Israeli resident cards. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Kabariti, Sabah to 
meet again at U.N. 

Foreign minister: Jordan not 
at fault for cool ties with Syria 


AMMAN (R) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Saturday he 
would meet his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpan in New York soon in 
another step to restore ties 
harmed by the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

“We agreed to continue 
our dialogue and meetings 
and there will be one in New 
York on the sidelines of the 
U.N. General Assembly,” 
meetings, Mr. Kabariti told 
Reuters. 

Mr.Kabariti met Kuwait's 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad AI Sabah in 
Cairo on Wednesday during 
an Arab League meeting. It 
was the first reported high- 
level contact since ties were 
damaged by Jordan’s sym- 
pathy for Iraq after its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

The meeting comes amid 
signs Jordan's ties with Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait might im- 
prove faster than previously 
expected. 

Arab diplomats said a re- 
cent Saudi-Jordanian rap- 
prochement. Jordan's deci- 
sion to grant sanctuary to 
top-level Iraqi defectors and 
King Hussein's subsequent 
criticism of Iraq, had helped. 

Diplomats say Mr. Kabar- 
iti and Sheikh Sabah had 


recently telephoned each 
other several times and estab- 
lished good rapport. 

But they said a largely anti- 
Jordanian popular mood in 
Kuwait was complicating the 
government’s efforts to speed 
up reconciliation with Jor- 
dan. 

Amman's ties with other 
Gulf states are almost back to 
normal. 

“We expect some sort of a 
Kuwaiti initiative on Jordan 
in the next few weeks be- 
cause the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment believes in resuming 
ties with Jordan,” one Arab 
diplomat said. 

Jordan has been pressing 
Kuwait to allow it to reopen 
its mission in Kuwait, clreed 
during the crisis, and to allow 
its national carrier to resume 
flights to Kuwait after a five- 
year break. 

The Kuwaiti embassy in 
Amman has been run by a 
charge d’affaires since it with- 
drew its ambassador five 
years ago. The Jordanian 
embassy in Kuwait remains 
dosed. 

Over 300,000 Jordanians, 
many of Palestinian origin, 
were forced to leave Kuwait 
because of the crisis. 

Mr. Kabariti said Saudi 

(Continued on page 7) 


Serbs retake part 
of lost territory 

Sarajevo reports discovery' 
of mass grave of Muslims 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Counter-attacks by Bosnian 
Serb troops may have 
wrested back some lost terri- 
tory from Muslim and Croat 
forces in northwest Bosnia, 
U.N. peacekeepers said on 
Saturday. 

They confirmed Serb 
daims to have retained con- 
trol of the towns of Mrkonjic 
Grad and Sanski most which 
straddle important roads in 
the region around the Serb 
stronghold of Banja Luka. 

The Serbs appear to have 
halted a joint Muslim-Croat 
offensive which captured 
hundreds of square 
kilometres of western Bosnia 
this month and forced up to 
120,000 Serb civilians to flee 
to Banja Luka. 

U.N. spokesman Chris 
Vemon said: “Our assess- 
ment is that the confrontation 
line remains stable but we 
believe the Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) are mounting 
limited counter attacks at the 
major population points 
along the line.” 

The BSA command 
claimed that Croat troops 
were pushed back at Sanski 
Most and Bosanski Novi on 
Friday and that Muslim 
forces were repulsed south- 
west of Sanski Most. 

The Bosnian Serb govern- 
ment said after a meeting in 
Banja Luka that tbe front 
lines had stabilised and that 
some refugees were returning 
to their homes. 

Radovan Karadzic, “presi- 
dent” of the self-proclaimed 


Bosnian Serb republic denied 
that any deal had been done 
with Muslims and Croats to 
exchange territory in the 
northwest. 

“Therer is word among the 
people about some maps of 
territorial divisions,” he told 
Serb media. “All these stor- 
ies are lies and no maps have 
been drawn." 

Rumours of a deal, wide- 
spread among the refugees, 
have been blamed for the 
poor performance of Bosnian 
Serb troops against the 
Muslim-Croat offensive. 

Soldiers of the BSA's 2nd 
Krajina Corps, suspecting 
that their political leaders 
were trading their land as 
part of a territorial swap en- 
visaged by a peace settle- 
ment, joined their families in 
the flight to Banja Luka. 

In Zagreb, Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic said 
Bosnian forces had found, 
a three-year-old mass grave 
containing 540 bodies in terri- 
tory recaptured a week ago 
from the Bosnian Serbs. 

“Serb terrorists killed the 
Bosnians of the town of Kljuc 
and buried them in a mass 
grave — that is genocide,” he 
said in an interview with Reu- 
ters. Mr. Silajdzic, speaking 
on a visit to the Croatian 
capital Zagreb, said the grave 
was found on Thursday at 
Krasulje, a village 10 
kilometres from Kljuc in ( 
northwest Bosnia. Tbe killing ‘ 
had probably taken place in 
the summer of 1992. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Old controversy resurfaces after new report of media ties with Iraqi regime 


By Nermeeo Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — In a resurg- 
ence of an old controversy 
that had plagued the Jorda- 
nian press a leading news- 
paper columnist declared 
yesterday that he was tak- 
rag the London-based AJ 
Hayat newspaper to court 
°ver a report carried by the 
newspaper alleging that 42 
Jordanian media and busi- 
ness personalities are on 
the payroll of the Iraqi reg- 
ime. 

. Tareq Masarweh wrote 
® his column in AI Ra’i 
Arabic daily that he wants 
to take the Saudi-owned 
Paper to court over the 


report which it carried on 
Wednesday, claiming the 
possession of a list of 
names of people who have 
allegedly been receiving 
money and presents from 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“We will go to court as of 
today,” declared Mr. 
Masarweh in his widely 
read column. “We will go 
to court and we will sue AI 
Hayat newspaper — its 
owners, its editor-in-chief 
and its correspondent in 
Amman” — over the re- 
port, according to which 
tbe Jordanian government 
has opened an investigation 
into tbe matter. 


“We will go to court to 
find out who are these ’in- 
formed sources' and 'offi- 
cial sources’ who have re- 
layed to AI Hayat the ‘gov- 
ernment concern’ over the 
Iraqi campaign,” Mr. 
Masarweh said. 

“This official source who 
knows the names of 42 reci- 
pients of Iraqi payments — 
and all he does is declare 
his concern to AI Hayat — 
should be removed from 
his post,” Mr. Masarweh 
demanded. 

In his column, he did not 
mention the Amman cor- 
respondent of- AJ Hayar. 
Salameh Ne’matt, by 
name. 


In his article, Mr. 
Ne'matt reported that the 
list included the names of 
journalists, columnists, for- 
mer senior officials as well 
as one columnist and cur- 
rent minister. He did not 
reveal any names in his 
report, however. 

In the article in AI 
Hayat, which later 
appeared in the Jordanian 
weekly AI Mashreq, Mr. 
Ne'matt quoted unnamed 
“official sources” as saying 
that Jordanian authorities 
have opened an investiga- 
tion into what they said was 
an “Iraqi media and trade 
campaign" in Jordan to 
“create a Jordanian move- 


ment to counter ... Jor- 
dan's support for a change 
in regime in Iraq.” 

Mr. Ne'matt was unph- 
ased by Mr. Masarweh’s 
threat. “I don’t mmd going 
to court to defend my arti- 
cle.” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

"What I did was to re- 
port that a list of 42 names 
has been compiled, and 
that that list does exist ” 
Mr. Ne'matt said adding 
that in his report: “I did not 
get into the business of 
trying to verify whether or 
not these people did actual- 
ly receive money. I just, 
reported the fact that tbe 
list existed. “I am not liable 


in court because I did not 
name names.” 

“I was not reporting on 
bow the list was compiled 
or how it got to the Jorda- 
nian authorities,” he said. 
“What I was interested in 
was reporting the facts and 
the fact is that the list does 
exist. I am not liable for 
slandering anyone because 
I did not mention names.” 
But Mr. Masarweh be- 
lieves otherwise. 

“(Ne’matt) alleged that 
journalists receive payment 
from Iraq and even if he 
did not name them he is 
liable because he tarnished - 
the name of everyone in 
the journalism business and 


that is slander,” Mr. 
Masarweh said, adding that 
12 lawyers have already 
volunteered to take his case 
against AI Hayat to court. 

“The Jordan Press Asso- 
ciation and the Ministry of 
Information have also dis- 
cussed pressing charges 
against AI Hayat because 
they consider the report 
slanderous against journal- 
ists,” Mr. Masarweh said. 

• Jordan Press Association 
President Suleiman Qudah 
confirmed to the Jordan 
Times that his group was 
looking into pressing 
charges against AI Hayat 
but said that no final deci- 
sion had been taken yet. 


“If we find that the i 
port infringed on the rep 
tation of journalists in Jc 
dan, then we are going 
press charges against - 
Hayat,’’ Mr. Qudah sai< 
“We in the press are n 
on the butt of attacks of ; 
unknown quantity, nor 
our address Baghdai 
Riyadh, Cairo or Dama 
cus. Our address has be< 
and will always rema 
Amman," Mr. Masarwt 
said in his column. 

Mr. Ne’matt question* 
Mr. Masarweh’s obvioi 
anger at the report. F 
pointed to published r 

(Continued on page 7) 




Sheikh crusades in 
court against 
Egypt’s secularists 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sheikh 
Yousef A1 Badri, a descen- 
dant of the Prophet 
Mohammad, has made 
himself the defender of 
Islam in Egypt's cour- 
trooms and a thorn in the 
side of “impious" secular- 
ists. 

The greatest victory in 
his crusade came in June 
when he won a judgement 
of “apostasy” against a uni- 
versity professor, Nasser 
Hamed Abu Zeid for his 
“blasphemous" scholarly 
writings. 

Round-faced and smil- 
ing, with a white beard and 
piercing look. Sheikh Bad- 
ri, 57, has for 20 years won 
the white “galabeya" robe 
and “imama" turban of a 
traditional Muslim pious 
man. 

But the retired teacher 
and former deputy and 
amateur theatre director 
proudly shows off photos of 
himself in his wild youth, 
wearing a Western suit and 
tie. 

Sheikh Badri has led 25 
court cases in 1995 against 
dnema owners, journalists 
and intellectuals whom he 
accused of hanging 
“obscene" movie posters, 
writing “anti-religious" 
articles or publishing “im- 
moral" cartoons. 

Some 20 volunteer 
lawyers work with Sheikh 
Badri in his flurry of cases, 
but the sheikh attends all 
court sessions. 

“As a student of fiqh 
(Islamic jurisprudence 1 ), I 
edit all cases to strengthen 
the lawyers’ arguments,” 
he told AFP. 

And he is tireless in pur- 
suing his prey. 

Sheikh Badri lost his first 
case against Dr. Abu Zeid, 
but he was vindicated two 
years later when an appeals 
court ordered the professor 
divorced from his wife on 
the ground that a Muslim 
woman can not be married 
to a heretic. 

Now Sheikh Badri is 
working to knock down a 
series of appeals against the 
ruling by Dr. Abu Zeid and 
others. 

“The courtroom is the 
best weapon.” said Sheikh 
Badri, who rejects the vio- 
lent methods of militant 


groups fighting since three 
years to overthrow Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
establish an Islamic state. 

“Islamic militants serve 
the interests of their orga- 
nisation, not their cause of 
God,” he said. 

But be has also fallen out 
with the Muslim Brother- 
hood, which also renounces 
violence. The banned 
group accuses Sheikh Badri 
of having publicly sworn 
allegiance to Mr. Mubarak 
in 1987. 

Rather than being linked 
to Islamic groups. Sheikh 
Badri goes it alone, backed 
by his status as a “sherif," a 
descendant of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

“My father belonged to 
the Hashemite dan and my 
great-grandparents came in 
Egypt at the end of the 17th 
century from the Hijaz,’’ 
the region of present-day 
Saudi Arabia where Mecca 
is located, he said. 

In his apartment in the 
upper-class Cairo suburb of 
Maadi, his library boasts 
dozens of books on Islam 
as well as literary works. “I 
read the entire works of 
(Nobel Literature Laure- 
ate) Neguib Mahfuz to 
prove bis impiety.” 

After finishing his studies 
in 1959, the sheikh* tried 
out journalism, then cre- 
ated a theatre group in 
order to “use the theatre to 
defend the values of 
Islam.” 

“But I soon renounced it 
because I realised that 
artists do not respect the 
principles . of Islam,” 
Sheikh Badri said. 

While teaching in Alger- 
ia from 1964 to 1968, he 
married a French Christian 
after convincing her to 
embrace Islam, but then 
divorced her when she took 
up her former religion 
again. 

In 1992 he went to New 
Jersey where he led prayers 
in the mosque of Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman, sus- 
pected in the 1993 World 
Trade Centre bombing in 
New York. 

Two years later he pack- 
ed his bags and left, angry 
with the spiritual leader of 
the militant Gamaa Isla- 
miyah group. 



WOMEN FIGHTERS: A women's unit of Basij (volunteer militia) marches in front of Iranian President 
Ali Hashemi Rafsanjani and other Iranian leaders on Friday during celebrations marking what Iran sees 
as the beginning of title 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war (AFP photo) - 


UAE weekly condemns uproar 
over Filipina maid’s sentence 


ABU DHABI (R) — A 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) weekly magazine 
lashed out at the uproar 
over condemned Filipina 
maid Sarah Balabagan, 
saying it is part of a cam- 
paign designed to prevent 
Arab and Muslim states 
from handing down jus- 
tice. 

A1 Shurouq, in an 
editorial faxed to Reuters 
ahead of its publication on 
Monday, described the 
23,000 Filipina maids who 
work in the UAE as land- 
mines that needed to be 
cleared for the sake of 
national security. 

“Should we give her a 
rose for killing this man? 
Or should we give her a 
present and honour her,” 
said A1 Shurouq of Ms. 
Balabagan,' sentenced to 
death, for (a the premedi-' 
tated- killing of her em- 
ployer Almas Mohammad 
Al BalousH! 

“As Arabs and Muslims 
we are always condemned 
as the suspects. They are 
not allowing us to apply 
our own laws.” 


The editorial was one of 
the first to appear in the 
UAE print media since an 
Islamic court in AJ ’Ain 
handed down the death 
sentence against Ms. 
Balabagan. a Muslim, on 
Sept. 16. 

The court rejected her 
claim that she stabbed 
Baloushl 34 times in self- 
defence after wrestling his 
knife away during a rape. 

UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan had ordered a 
retrial - after the same 
court sentenced her to 
seven years imprisonment 
for manslaughter. In the 
first trial the court also 
awarded her compensa- 
tion after concluding she 
was raped. 

Hie case has unleashed 
outrage on the Philip- . 
pines, reigniting fury that. 

. ' swept' the country u when , , 
another Filipina maid, 
Flor Contempladon, was 
banged in Singapore in 
March. 

“Sooner or later we 
have to remove these 
mines. Our national 


security depends on a 
quick clearing of the fields 
from these mines," Al 
Shurouq said of the Fflipi- 
na maids working in the 
UAE. 

“The Filipino screams 
for Flor the killer in Sing- 
apore had hardly subsided 
when they erupted again 
for the sake of Sarah the 
killer in the UAE.” 

UAE officials, worried, 
that the uproar in the Phi- 
lippines may undermine 
the image of their tradi- 
tionally low-key Gulf 
Arab state, say pressure 
from Manila could dimin- 
ish Ms. Balabagan’s 
chances of winning lenien- 
cy in appeals courts. 

Three top Filipino 
ministers seeking Ms. 
Balabagan’s release are 
due to arrive ip Abo Dha- 
bi in the first week of 
October. “ ' '' 

Philippines officials, 
Ms. Balabagan and- her 
lawyers say she is 16, but 
the UAE says she is 27 
based on documents the 
embassy said were forged 
by Manila racketeers. 


Rice University sets up chair for Arab studies 


HOUSTON (USLA) — Rice 
University, rated one of the 
top 20 institutions of higher 
learning in the United States, 
has announced the establish- 
ment of a new chair of Arab 
Studies, thanks to the efforts 
of the Arab-American com- 
munity here which raised one 
million dollars for this pur- 
pose. 

A search committee, 
headed by Dr. Allen Malu- 
sow, begins next week a 
world-wide search for a qual- 
ified educator to fill the posi- 
tion by next July. 

Dr. Matusow explained 
that position is being offered 
on a tenured track, and the 
applicant must have back- 
ground in Arab literature, 
history, philosophy and reli- 
gion and be willing to teach 
introductory courses in Arab 
culture. 

The former dean of huma- 
nities at Rice described the 
successful fund-raising effort 
by Arab- Americans, who 
number about 60,000 in the 
Houston area, as “a rare, 
grass-roots community 
undertaking." 

Rice University is the fifth 


American institution to 
establish a chair for Arab 
Studies. The others and hol- 
ders of the chairs, are Har- 
vard University (Muhsin 
Mahdi), Georgetown Uni- 
versity (Irfan Shahid), Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania 
(George Makdissi), and Uni- 
versity of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor (Ernest McCarus). 
There are several chairs at 
various universities on Mid- 
dle East studies and some of 
these are held by Arab- 
American educators. 

The drive for the establish- 
ment of an endowed chair at 
Rice University began about 
eight years ago by the Arab- 
American Educational 
Foundation (AAEF), recal- 
led Amin Bohsali, a past 
president. 

AAEF was founded in the 
mid-1980's by Arab- 
Americans in the Houston 
area who were eager to intro- 
duce Arab culture in their 
adopted country. Two years 
later they were able to sign an 
endowment establishing the 
guidelines and policies for the 
Arab Studies programme. 

This was a necessary first 


step, according to Bohsali. a 
financial consultant here, in 
order to launch the fund- 
raising effort. 

At a ceremony where the 
donation was handed to Rice 
University President Mal- 
colm Gillis, the current presi- 
dent of AAEF, Joumana 
Ghandour, said: 

“We chose to work with 
Rice because of its excellent 
academic reputation and be- 
cause they shared our vision 
of providing students with a 
true picture of the Arab 
world." 

Another speaker. Dr. 
Abdul Kader 1 Fustok, ex- 
plained that “from the onset, 
we realised that one of the 
most effective ways of com- 
batting ignorance and stereo- 
typing is through the promo- 
tion of university-level educa- 
tion and research." 

President Gillis praised the 
AAEF board members for 
going ”to extraordinary 
lengths to secure support for 
the chair from other founda- 
tions and individuals in the 
United States and countries 
in the Middle East, notably 
Kuwait." 


He added, “I have not seen 
anything to surpass the re- 
sourcefulness ana determina- 
tion of the members and 
board of directors of the 
foundation in bringing to the 
university this newest vessel 
of academic distinction." 
President Gillis concluded, 
“indeed, in three decades of 
experience in leading private 
universities, I know of no 
similar group that has com- 
pleted such an undertaking.” 

In a letter to her board 
members, AAEF President 
Ghandour spoke of the 
“great sense of accomplish- 
ment and pride" in turning 
^over the one-mil lion-dollar 
'check to the university and 
went on to urge her col- 
leagues to continue their 
efforts toward the establish- 
ment of an institute for Arab 
studies at Ricq, and a chair in 
the medical sciences. 

Dr. Bohsali reported that 
many of the more than 200 
contributions were raised at 
fund-raising occasions in 
Housron. Among the large 
donors were Larifah Al Afa- 
liq, a philanthropist from Al 
Khobar, Saudi Arabia where 


she financed a school for over 
600 needy children; Saudi 
Arabian Ambassador to the 
U.S. Prince Bandar Al Saud 
and Dr. Ali Al Sham lan, 
director of the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

Rice University is also 
home for another institution 
whose leadership is familiar 
to many in the Middle East, 
the James A. Baker III Insti- 
tute for Public Policy which 
was founded in October 
1994. The former secretary of 
state, who ushered in the 
Middle East peace process, 
has early and strong ties with 
the university. His grand- 
father was the first chairman 
of the university's board of 
trustees. 

The first director of the 
Institute is Edward P. Djere- 
jian, who, until his appoint- 
ment at Rice, was the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel. Prior to 
that appointment, be was on 
Baker's team as the assistant 
secretary of state for the Near 
East and, earlier, as ambassa- 
dor to Syria. He also served 
in Beirut and Amman. 



Unknown 
group 
threatens 
to kill 
Americans 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
previously unknown Palesti- 
nian group threatened on 
Saturday to kill Americans 
living in the autonomous 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank in revenge for the de- 
tention of a prominent fun- 
damentalist. 

Hie group, calling itself the 
Students of Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk. after a leading member 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, held in 
New York, made the threat 
in a statement sent to AFP. 

In the statement entitled 
“Warning for every dirty 
,American who. lives in our. 
beautiful country,” the group 
’vowed to turn the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank * into 
another Lebanon, where 
foreigners were at risk in the 
1980s during the war. 

“You must know that Stu- 
dents of Musa Abu Marzouk 
can abduct every American 
here m the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank and we can 
shoot on every American 
easily,” the statement said. 

Hie group, which said it 
was not linked to Hamas, 
added: “We... warn you if 
your government doesn't 
liberate our leader, we will 
make you live in fright and 
fear here.” 

“Death for Americans,” it 
concluded. 

Jewish group’s threat 

A right-wing Jewish ex- 
tremist group went on state 
television Friday and vowed 
to assassinate Palestinians 
and Jews to try to bring down 
the government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Wearing black balaclavas 
hiding their faces apart from 
their eyes, five members of 
the right-wing Eyal group, 
styling themselves the “Jew- 
ish fighting Organisation” 
were filmed taking an oath on 
a Bible and pistol. 

“We promise to punish the 
traitors, to execute the 
pseudo-Jews who collaborate 
with the Arab enemy. Every 
Arab is a potential terrorist 
and must be treated as one,” 
said an 18- year-old member 
of the group soon to join the 
Israeli army. 
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Ciller has a shaky start 
in bid for new coalition 

ANKARA (R) - Turkey's 
Tansu Ciller got off to a 
shaky start in her bid to form 
a coalition government on 
Saturday after the^ main 
opposition leader virtually 
ruled out an alliance with her 
True Path Party (DYP). 

“Ciller has not given us a 
coalition proposal... and she 
did not accept any of our 
proposals,” Motherland Par- 
ty (ANAP) leader Mesut Yil- 
maz told the semi-official 
Anatolian news agency after 
meeting Ms. Ciller in parlia- 
ment. , 

“CilleT is fully responsible 
for the failure to form a 
wide-based coalition with Tansu Ciller 
ANAP and the DYP.” he 

said definite coalition offer, but 

President Suleyman De- had talked of the importance 
mirel asked Ms. Ciller on of evading Mrly pofe 
Thursday to form a new gov- Islamist Welfare Party offi. 
emment, a day after she quit cials told the Anatolian News 
in a rift over domestic secur- Agency Ms. Ciller appeared 
ity issues with the Social to be aiming to. persuade * 
Democrats, under new leader other party deputies to join 
Deniz Baykal, ending the her party for a solo govem- 
wobbly coalition between ment or to seek a jujuonty 
them and her conservative government if that failed. 
DYP. Ms. Ciller's office said she 

Turkish television showed was likely to make a decision 
a visibly stem and tight- on the future of the govern- 
Iipped Ciller as she left the ment at the end of Saturday's 
meeting with Mr. Yilmaz for talks, 
talks with Mr. Baykal and Ms. Ciller said on Friday 
meet leaders of the Islamist she was seeking a stable. 
Welfare Party, the national- long-term government that 
ists and the Democratic Left would get a vote of oonfi- 
Party. dence in parliament. 

Mr! Yilmaz said Ms. Oiler “We want to form a gov- 
had insisted on a stable coali- emment of solution, not elec- 
tion until normal election tion,” Ms. Ciller said after a 
time, in October 1996. Mr. meeting with her DYP admi- 
Yilmaz has set early elections nistration council, 
as a condition for a coalition. Any new government must 
“She said if we did not get a vote of confidence in 
agree bn this point, then parliament, a simple majority 
there was no point in any of those voting out of the 428 

agreement we reach on other deputies. The DYP has 182 
issues,” he said. seats in the 450-seat parlia- 

Most speculation has so far ment, ANAP has % and the 
focused on a DYP-ANAP Social Democrats have 65 
alliance, which has in the past seats, 
been seen as a more viable Financial markets, which 
alternative to the left-right had suffered big drops after 
coalition. Ms. Ciller’s Wednesday res- 

Mr. Baykal and Islamist ignation, regained equilib- 
Party officials emerged from rium by Friday, although 

short talks with Ms. Ciller, stocks ended down an overa)l 
saying she had given them no 7.1 per cent for the week.- 


Rebel Kurds kill 6, 
lose 3 in Turkey raid 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (Rl. TunceM, site of fierce fight- 
— Rebel Kurds lolled sn’^jpsg, told Reuters, 
state-raid village guards and The Germany-based pro- 
suffered three dead in an Kurdish DEM news agency 
overnight village raid in had said PKK leader Abdul- 
southeast Turkey, security lah Ocalan was expected to 
officials said on Saturday. announce a ceasefire Sept. 25 

The emergency rule gov- during a press conference, 
ernor’s office said guerrillas But DEM on Friday 
of the Kurdish Labour Party quoted Mr. Ocalan as saying 
(PKK) attacked a village near he was postponing the cease- 
Silvan township in Siirt pro- fire because of the fall of the 
vince late on Friday, killing Turkish coalition government 
six village guards, aimed ana this week, 
paid by die state in its fight Mr. Ocalan told DEM be 
with the PKK. would announce a ceasefire 

Three PKK rebels were when he could find someone 
killed in the ensuing fighting, to address. Prime Minister 
the governor's office said. Tansu Ciller is currently 
Three village guards were in- trying to put together ano ther 
jured. coalition. 

There was no independent An army officer in Tuncefi 
co nf i rma tion of the casual- said.* “We will continue army 
tie®- operations against the PKK” 

In a s epara te Friday night Fighting in Tuncefi usually 
attack, PKK m ilitants kid- slows in winter when deep 
napped a senior prison offi- snow make s the mountainous 
cial from Mazgirt district in terrain difficult to pass, 
the eas tern p rovince of Tun- in 1993 the PKK declared a 
oeh, security officials said. unilateral ceasefire which 
More than 18,000 peop le held for just over two months 
have been killed in the PKiCs until the guerrillas killed 33 
11-year fight for autonomy or unarmed soldiers in a bus 
independence in southeast ambush after complaining the 

^hfkCY. militar y kept up attacks OH 

Turkish security officials rebels, 
on Friday dismissed an ex- The government flatly re 
pccted ceasefire call by the jects negotiating with the 
PKK as a ptoy to gain time PKK. , 

and said foe army would The emergency rule gov- J 
press on with the fight. ernor’s office, based in 
The ceasefire is a trick, a Diyarbakir, also reported on 
scenario drawn up by the Friday Turkish troops killed 
weakened terror organisation six rebels in two separate 
to gain time in winter,” a overnight dashes in the 
senior military official in southeast 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14MM The Flintstoncs 

lO Joshua Jones 

14:45 The Mightv Jungle 

15:00 Pugwall Summer 

15 JO Timer Riders 

l&Ofl Families 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Lcs 
Morales Engkmus 

17 JO Scric — L'lnstit 

1 9riJ0 News in French 

19:15 Usbaia 

19130 News Headlines 

19J5 Cmcma, Cinema 

2000 Nunes 

209 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Sianhblair 

22M News in English 

22^5 Drama — Countcntrikc 

23:10 Return 10 Eden (Ep. HI) 

OtttfO .... Keeping Up Appearances 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:03 Fajr 

06:20 (Sunrise; Duba 

12:28 Dhuhr 

15:55 'Asr 

18:35 Maghreb 

19:53 Msha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sirtffieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Cfaurdi, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 


Church dr the An nu nc ia tion Td. 
'637440. 

De ta Sdk Church Td. 661757 
Terrasancta Church Td: 622366 
Church of ibe AnuuDdatlon Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628S43. 

Armenian Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armen ian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chord) Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

GeenwMpealdng Evangelical Con- 

RregaChn Tel. 684195 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Naxarene TcL675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, 

Fine weather conditions arc ex- 
pected id prevail during the day but 
Betting cool at night with tempera- 
tures 2-3 degrees centigrade below 
average. Winds will be north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 16/27 

Aqaba 22/35 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Downs 13/31 

Jordan Valley 21 / 35 

Yesterday's high icmpcraturcs: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 36. Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per ecnl. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 790104 

Dr.NidalAs'id 751672 

Dr. Ghalcb Zawaidch 736011 

Dr. Mukhlcs Halascta 819220 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sakm pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu {— ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin 995710 

Khaiifch pharmacy 985417 ■ 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PublfcSdairityDcpanincn! ....... 630321 

Hotel COmplainis 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekctriaty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
QuCCn Afin Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkJlch Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jateal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mattias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Moashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66612707 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marta 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 
Antal Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09^ 986732 

Al HStma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
The Arab Centre For Heart and Special 
Surgery .... ~ »5199 

rank 

Princes Baana Hospital <02 1275555 

Greek Cathotc Hospital (CCJZ72275 

Pm Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prices HayaHospita] (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

0&36 Bangkok (RJ) 

08:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09i30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09£5 Laraaca (RJ) 

10*5 Dbahran(Rj) 

10:10 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Mb30 Beirut (Rj) 

IO-.50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:15 Zagreb (add) (RJ) 

17:45 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

18.-06 Paris (RJ) 

18 £6 London (RJ) 

I WO Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

19J5 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19-JO New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
19:45 ...... Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:40 Romc(RJ) 

21:15 — Vienna. Munich (RJ) 

00--30 Aqaba (RJ) 

01:15 Cairo (Rj) 

Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

11=30 .. — Sanaa (IY) 

I&40 Bahrain. Shariqah (GF) 


I4 *38 Moscow (GF) 

ifclS Rome. Damascus (AZj 

20*35 Cairo (MS) 

aa~=sjatasj 

Istanbul (TK) 

2*530 Athens (Oa) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

«ti20 London (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

0&00 Aqaba (RJ) 

0fc2S Madrid (RJ) 

®6-'40 Beirut (RJ) 

08:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

DtfO Vienna. Munich (RJ) 

12:10 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

12:15 Rome (RJ) 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

12:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

1*25 Athens (RJ) 

2IM0 New Delhi (RJ) 

21=20 Cairo (RJ) 

2L20 Jeddah IRJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 


z* 5 ® Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22 s45 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

23:15 Bangkok (RJ) 


Other flight* (Terminal 2) 

Romc(AZ) 

V** 5 Beirut (ME) 

J*30 Sanaa (IY) 

J*30 Doha (GF) 

‘&0S Moscow (SU) 

3'*-25 Cairo (MS) 

H 5 ® Beirut. London (BA j 

•2*35 Amsterdam (KL ) 


04:00 Athens (0A) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman ... 8:00a.m. wy Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5dW p.m_ every Mouthy 
[kp-Dmua 73flajn. every Staidly. 
Arr. Ananas .... 5^K)p.m. evay Sunday 

MARKET PRICES : 

Uppcrdowcr price in f3s per kg. 

Apple «XV400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage-. 150/80 

Carrot 420/320 

Cauliflower 240/40; 

Cucumbers (large) ISO/ 120. 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 200 

Eggplant 250/ 150 J 

Figs 320/250 . 

Garlic 700/500- 

G rapes 750/600 

Guava 65O/500 

Lemon 30 Q/ 2 W 

Marrow (large) 300 /3JQ 1 ] 

Marrow (small) 450 / 3® ; 

Mulukhia 140/80 

Okra 850/700 

Onion (dry) 240/ 180- 

Orange 480/380.' 

Peaches 1000/800 , 

Pepper (hot) 220 / 1 ® 

Pepper (sweet) 200 / 1® ‘ 

Pomegranate 340/250 ' 

Potato 270/ 1® 

String Beans 650 / 500 

Tomato I2P80 

Water Melon 110/70 
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AMMAN (J.T.) - Oppo- 
oents of tbe peace treaty 
^itb Israel plan to hold a 
meeting Friday to press 
their campaign against nor- 
malising ties with the Jew- 
ish state, an organiser said 
Saturday. 

Salem Nahhas, a member 
of the meeting’s adminis- 
trative committee, had ear- 
tier declined to specify the 
exact date, concerned that 
tfae government might “take 
precautionary measures” to 
prevent the meeting. 

Hie hard-line coalition of 
nine groups .-formed shortly 
after Jordan signed a peace 
treaty with Israel on Oct 
26, 1994, is spearheaded by 
Islamists, who oppose any 
_ peace with the Jewish state, 
O and leftists who regard tbe 
U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace process as biased in 
favour of Israel. 

The hard-liners have 
planned a rally several 
times, but bad to postpone 
it, accusing tbe government 
of stifling vocal opposition 
to tbe treaty. 

On May 18, tbe govern- 
ment announced that tbe 
hard-liners could hold a 
public rally, but reversed 
that 11 days later, banning 
the rally shortly before it 
was to convene. 

The government said the 
hard-liners had sought to 
.instigate public disorder by 
calling on Jordanians to 
resist the treaty in a com- 
munique issued before tbe 
rally was held. 

' Ml Nahhas told the Asso- 
ciated Press (AP) that since 
the May ban, bard-liners 
Ihave met in small groups 
.around the Kingdom to dis- 
.cuss “our goal to resist nor- 
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malising relations with 
Israel.” 

He said these meetings 
named representatives of 
the various groups to attend 
tbe planned Sept gathering. 

“The focus of our discus- 
sions at die upcoming 
meeting is to set up a uni- 
fied national popular move- 
ment that will work toward 
defending Jordan's national 
interests and resisting any 
normalisation of relations 
with Israel” he said 

Ml Nahhas noted that to 
circumvent any possible 
government action, the 
hard-liners will* hold their 
meeting at “the headquar- 
ters of die one of the politi- 
cal parties.” He declined to 
say which one. 

However, a statement 
made available to tbe Jor- 
dan Times said tbe meeting 
will be held Friday at the 
headquarters of the 
HASHD party (the Jordan 
Democratic People's Party) 
in Jabal Hussein in Amman 
at 4:00 pm. 

“The government will not 
.be able to interfere because 
the meeting will not be held 
in a public place in viola- 
tion of regulations,” Mr. 
N ahhas had earlier told AP. 

He said the meeting will 
not be public but will gath- 
er representatives of the 
opposition parties. 

In another statement the 
HASHD party denounced 
what it described as a 
stepped-up government 
campaign against profes- 
sional unions. 

It said as part of die gov- 
ernment's preparations for 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit,tbe government has 


intensified its campaign 
against professional associ- 
ations, especially through 
the committee preparing for 
a medical conference in the 
private sector and tbe Jor- 
dan Medical Association. 

It said tbe government 
justifies its stands by saying 
that the Amman summit is 
an international conference 
dealing with the region's 
economies and that Israel's 
participation in the summit 
does not mean it will con- 
trol its debates/ 

It added that tbe govern- 
ment also views the Jordan- 
ian-Israeli peace treaty and 
the law lifting tbe boycott 
of Israel as constitutional 
and thus it believes that the 
stand of the Jordan Medical 
Association is illegal and 
undemocratic. 

"Some threats and leaks 
show (hat tbe government 
might dissolve the associa- 
tion's board because of its 
stand against normalising 
ties with Israel," the state- 
ment said 

HASHD said the October 
economic conference will 
only attempt to link the Jor- 
danian economy with 
Israel's and will constitute a 
"failed attempt to bring to a 
successful end the surren- 
der process." 

The party said it was the 
citizens' constitutional right 
to oppose what they believe 
harmful to national inter- 
ests and thus to resist the 
peace treaty and the law 
ending the boycott of 
Israel. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan, Jordan talk 
^abouit oil spills £ 

AMMAN (Petra) ■— An advisory team rep- 
resenting the Japanese International Coop- 
eration Agency (JICA) arrived in Amman 
Saturday to hold talks with officials at the 
Jordanian Ports Corporation on bilateral 
cooperation. The main focus of the talks 
'will be tbe prospect of signing an agree- 
ment between the corporation arid a Japan- 
ese company on means to combat oil pollu- 
tion in tbe Golf of Aqaba. On Sept. 13, tbe 
Jordanian and Japanese governments 
exchanged memos of understanding on a 
grant agreement under which the Japanese 
government offered a 547-yen ($5.6 mil- 
lion) grant to tbe corporation to be used in 
purchasing equipment to combat oil leak- 
age. The Japanese team's trip will last till 
the end of the month. 

Products to go on dis- 
play at Cologne Fair 

AMMAN (Petra) — Twelve Jordanian 
companies will take part in the Cologne '95 
fair which will be held Sept. 30-OcL 5. The 
Jordanian companies will display samples 
of their products, including food supplies 
and agricultural produce. The fair in 
Cologne, considered the trade capital of 
Europe, is one of the largest exhibitions in 
tbe world displaying agricultural products 
and food supplies. Companies representing 
more than 100 countries will take part in 
^the fain The Jordan Export Development 
'"and Commercial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCCO) is coordinating the Jordanian 
companies’ participation in tbe fair. Jordan 
‘win also take part in the second Arab- 
Aftican trade fen: which will be opened in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Oct. 6. Tbe 
nme-day exhibition is organised by the 
.Arab League, the Organisation of African 
;Umty as well as South Africa 

■UNESCO plans meeting on 
school activities programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part 


in a regional meeting of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
isation (UNESCO) which will open in 
Doha, Qatar, Monday to' discuss a special 
UNESCO education programme' involving 
schools in various Arab countries. Partici- 
pants in tile four-day meeting will concen- 
trate on the activities of these schools, the 
objectives of the programme and obstacles 
feeing its implementation. Director Gener- 
al of the Education Department at the Min- 
istry of Education Khaled Nabtiti, who is 
also tbe national coordinator of tbe pro- 
gramme in tbe Kingdom, said tbe aim is to 
prepare children and youth to live in an 
international peace-loving community, 
devoid of conflicts, violence and discrimi- 
nation. Mr. Nabtiti, who left Amman for 
Doha Saturday, said eight Jordanian 
schools are already registered with the pro- 
gramme and 38 others from around the 
Kingdom showed interest in joining. 

Bridges to dose during 
Jewish holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein and 
Prince Mohammad bridges linking Jordan 
with the West Bank will be closed at 1:30 
p.m. on Sunday, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) announced. The PSD 
said the bridges over die Jordan River will 
be closed to travellers on Tuesday and 
Wednesday Sept. 25-26. It said the bridges 
will be reopened Wednesday morning. The 
closures coincide with the observance in 
Israel of the Jewish holiday of Rosh 
Hashana (the New Year). 

Ministry registers 52 new 
projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Fifty-two industrial 
and commercial projects with a combined 
capital of JD 7.83 million were registered 
with the Ministry of Indnstry and Trade 
during July, according to sources at the 
ministry. The sources said 46 of the pro- 
jects were established in Amman, four in 
Madaba, one in Iibid and another in Balqa. 
They said a total of JD 2.895 million were 
invested by foreigners in these projects, 
expected to provide 532 job opportunities. 


eeS i Stranded Palestinians head for Gaza 


i Cj)L Qadhafi began order- 
*ps Palestinian workers out of 
™ country last month and 
announced the policy in a 
speech Sept. 1 marking 26 
Jews of his rule. 

apparently was trving 
•w embarrass the PLO' by 
that the ejected 
■ if^^ans had no place to 
The PLO-Israel peace* 
agreements to date do not 
Jjflude provisions for Palesti- 
who fled with the crea- 
° f *e Jewish state in 

theism from other 
countries, Libyan offi- 
tecem days have said 
T* Palestinians were not ex- 




(Continued from page 1) 

polled but were leaving 
voluntarily. 

Libya also has deported 
thousands of Egyptian and 
Sudanese labourers on 
grounds they lack proper 
work permits. 

Omar Khatib, chief of the 
PLO mission in Jordan, said 
the Palestinians will be 
escorted “as soon as they 
arrive in Jordan” to the King 
Hussein Bridge. From there 
they will go to the 
Palestinian-controlled Gaza, 
he said. 

He added: “Israel can’t 
deny them entry to the self- 
rule areas because their pap- 
ers are legal.” 


Meanwhile, some 36 
Palestinians who have been 
stranded at Rafah for days 
heard of the other groups 
moving and tried to enter 
Gaza on Saturday, U.N. offi- 
cials said. Israeli authorities 
turned them back, they said. 

The Palestinians in this 
group hold visitors' permits, 
and Israel apparently has 
turned them away on grounds 
they are likely to overstay 
them. 

The Palestinians bad been 
living without shelter be- 
tween the borders and were 
dependent on the charity of 
travellers erasing the fron- 
tier for survival. 
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Workshop to assess labour relations 



Minister of Labour Nader A bill Sha’ar (second left) Saturday addresses the opening 
of a seminar on labour relations in the Arab World (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — A six- 
day workshop on labour 
relations between the gov- 
ernment, employers and 
workers and related issues 
of production, social secu- 
rity and economics in the 
Arab countries started here 
Saturday. 

Forty delegates represent- 
ing government employers 
and workers in 20 Arab 
countries axe attending. 

Addressin g the opening 
session. Minister of Labour 
Nader Abul Sha’ar said tbe 
workshop comes ar a time 
when the Arab region is 
witnessing deep transfor- 
mations at tbe political, 
social, economic and tech- 
nological levels and that 
cooperation in labour rela- 
tions can ensure progress 
and development 

Current changes world- 
wide have had a significant 
impact on Arab countries 
and their future, tbe minis- 
ter said. 

Arab governments, there- 
fore. should conduct a 
comprehensive revision of 
their labour laws not only 
out of national interest but 
out of regional and pan- 
Arab interests as well, Ml 


Abul Sha’ar said. 

Government employers 
and workers all have seri- 
ous roles to play towards 
promoting production and 
stimulating Arab national 
economies and are called 
on to agree on legislation 
that guarantees the interests 
of the government, tbe 
employers and tbe workers, 

said tbe minis ter. 

The Jor danian delegation 
is presenting a working 
paper in tbe workshop that 
expounds the close cooper- 
ation between the three sec- 
tors based on understanding 
and collective dialogue in 
labour disputes. 

Arab Labour Organisa- 
tion Director Genera] Baker 
Rasoul said the workshop 
conforms with tbe Arab 
Labour Organisation's drive 
to regulate healthy labour 
relations that are charac- 
terised by effective com- 
munication between the 
three sections. 

Also addressing the ses- 
sion was United Nations 
Development Progr amm e 
(UNDP) Resident Repre- 
sentative J 0 rgen Ussner 
who said that sound labour 


relations constitute tbe best 
guarantee for the achieve- 
ment of quality perfor- 
mance and production. 

Constant dialogue 
between the three sections 
can help improve working 


conditions, and raise the 
quality and quantity of 
products. 

Social security issues and 
collective negotiations 
between workers and man- 


agement are also among the 
topics on the agenda. 

The workshop is organ- 
ised by the UNDP and the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Labour. 


Ports director says Aqaba 
explosion reports exaggerated 


AQABA (Petra) — Jordan- 
ian Ports Corporation 
Director General Dureid 
M ahasae b Saturday said 
reports in the local press 
about a fire caused by an 
'explosion at Aqaba port last 
week were incorrect and 
exaggerated. 

Dl Mabasneh said an 
explosion did occur in a 
container packed with 
nitro-ceUulose, but only six 
containers sustained dam- 
age. These, he said con- 
tained used clothing, equip- 
ment for the. Arab Potash 
Company, and dried milk. 

Earlier reports about the 
explosion quoted the Civil 
Defence*- • Department 
(ODD) as saying that the 
explosion ripped through 
dozens of containers on the 
pier and caused fire that 
engulfed a section of the 


port of Aqaba. 

Referring to tire container 
wife fee nitro-ceUulose 
shipment. Dr. Mahasneh 
said the ports corporation 
had received false informa- 
tion about fee contents of 
tbe container which had 
actually been at sea for 
eight months before reach- 
ing Jordan. He said tbe 
extended period at sea 
caused a loss humidity in 
tiie containers which would 
make the contents more 
flammable under intense 
heat. 

According to Dr. Mahas- 
neh, fee ship that fc.onght 
fee container docked at the 
harbour on Sept 11, and the 
explosion occurred on Sept 
16. He said the resultant 
fire was extinguished in 
about an houL 



Participants Saturday attend the opening of a seminar on human resources organ- 
ised by the Ministry of Planning in cooperation with the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (Petra photo) 


Private sector plans final meeting 
in advance of MENA s ummi t 


Seminar to discuss human resources, 


education and the labour market 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
private sector executive 
committee preparing for 
tbe Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit will hold its fourth 
and final roundtable meet- 
ing on OcL 3, according to 
committee chairman Tha- 
bet Taber. 

Ml Taher said the com- 
mittee will consider a final 
report on the preparations 
by the private sector for the 
coming conference and will 
review a list of projects that 
will be submitted to tbe 
conference. 

The executive committee 
will also review the names 
of participating delegates 
from various countries and 


arrangements for side 
meetings between Jordan- 
ian and foreign business- 
men during fee three-day 
conference. Ml Thher 

added. 

He said be did not expect 
agreements on joint 

schemes to be signed dur- 
ing the three-day meetings, 
and added that tbe Jordan- 
ian private sector should be 
realistic and not exagger- 
ate hopes and expectations. 

Ml Thabet said that the 
private sector's contribu- 
tions to the conference are 
considered by the commit- 
tee as a national duty and 
an opportunity to con- 
tribute to tbe advancement 
of the Jordanian economy. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Issues 
regarding human resources 
development, women in tbe 
labour market and the link 
between education and the 
needs of tbe local job mar- 
ket in Jordan will be fee 
focus of discussion at a 
two-day seminar which 
opened here Saturday. 

The seminar wifi also 
address issues on voluntary 
social work, unemployment 
and the 1993-1997 five-year 
development plan prepared 
by fee Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Nabfl Amman opened 


the meeting by stating feat 
Jordan feces immense chal- 
lenges in its drive to devel- 
op human resources in the 
country. 

These can be best 
addressed by sound plan- 
ning and dedicated efforts 
on the part of all sectors 
and public organisations 
working in cooperation to 
ensure continued construc- 
tion, development and 
progress, said Dr. Amman . 

The delegates reviewed 
four working papers deal- 
ing wife vocational training 
needs, businesswomen in 
small scale enterprises, tbe 


role of social and voluntary 
job search organisations 
and efforts to limit guest 
workers to the Kingdom by 
replacing them wife local 
workers. 

The participants include 
specialists and researchers 
in population and human 
resources from public and 
private organisations. 

Tbe seminar is organised 
by the Ministry of Planning 
in cooperation with fee 
U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA). 



SWISS CULTURAL WEEK 


Films 

* "The Mountain,” and "Jacques and 
Franfoise," (with subtitles in Arabic) at 
5.00pm and 8-OOpm. at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

Exhibitions 

* Two photography exhibitions: "Swiss 
photographers since 1840 until today," and 
"Face to Face with Switzerland," at the 
RCC. 

FILM 

* "The Candidate," at the American Center 
at 5:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Jordanian-Syrian-Turldsh products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, A1 Bassam Hall. 

* Abstract artworks by Abdullah Tamimi 
entitled, "Colours of Peace," at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

“Works by Hani KhazaTeh at the Goethe 
Institut, Jabal Amman. 

* Ceramics by Dr. Mahmoud Saddiq and 
Da'd A1 Maflih at the Marriott Hotel 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources 

Orien tales de la Fountaine," at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Paintings by Sudanese artists at Baladna 
Art Gallery. 

* "Beneath the Waves" photographs on 


Aqaba underwater life by Julia Reinholt at 
The Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 

* Paintings by Palestinian artist Samira 
Badran at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun- 
dation. 

* Works by artist Ghazi 'Asayrah at the 
Housing Bank Complex Gallery. 

“Paintings by Palestinian artist Samira 
Badran at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun- 
dation, Jabal Amman. 

DARATALFUNUN 
•Graphic work by several artists and stu- 
dents in the South Gallery. 

* Photography of Jordan, 'Elements in Ha. 
mony' by Hala HUmi Hbdeib at the Blue 
House. 

* Painted stone and steel, 'Embargo Alt' by 
Iraqi artist Nuha A1 Radi at the Garden of 
fee Blue House. 

* 'Early Morning Scribbles' by Lebanese 

artist Amin Al Bacha and Jordanian artist 
Rajwa Bint All and Tate Night Scribbles' 
by Amin Al Bacha and Joranian artist Ali 
Bermamet ! 

* Open Air Sculpture workshop.” Ceramic 
shop at fee Lower Garden. 

* Ceramic shop at fee Lower Garden. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists at 
the Central Gallery. 


‘Exports increase 20%’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian exports in fee first seven 
months of 1995 increased by 20.1 per cent, rising to JD 
5172 million from JD 430.6 milli on in the same period last 
year, according to Assistant Director General of fee Statis- 
tics Department Ismaeel Abul Sundus. 

Dr. Abul Sundus said the Kingdom's exports of vegetable 
oil totalled JD 73 million, fertilisers JD 66.1 million, 
potash JD 58.9 million, phosphates JD 58.7 million, phar- 
maceuticals JD 43.4 million, fruits and vegetables JD 33.6 
million and cement JD 163 million. 

He said JD 65.5 million worth of exports went to India, 
JD 30.6 million to Saudi Arabia, JD 21.3 million to the 
United Arab Emirates, JD 19.3 million to Syria, JD 17.6 
million to Lebanon, JD 12 milli on to Indonesia, JD 11.2 
million to Turkey, JD 11.2 milli on to Ethiopia and JD 11.1 
million to Italy. 

He said Jordan imported JD 1,457.2 million worth of 
commodities from foreign countries in the same period, 
noting that this means an increase of 14.4 per cent in the 
Kingdom’s imports. He said Jordan imported oil and oil 
derivatives worth JD 176.7 million, machineries and kilns 
worth JD 145.6 million, cars and spare parts worth JD 
112.8 million, iron worth JD 89.5 million, grains worth JD 
101.5 million, vegetable oil worth JD 52.4 million, paper 
worth JD 48-3 million, electric appliances worth JD 62.8 
million and fabrics and garments worth JD 55.2 million. 

Dr. Abul Sundus said JD 172.6 million of fee imports 
came from Iraq, JD 160.7 million from tbe U.S., JD 119.4 
million from Germany, JD 73 million from fee United 
Kingdom, JD 6S million from Italy, JD 54.1 from Japan, 
JD 5 1 .2 from Turkey, JD 54 million from Saudi Arabia, JD 
76.6 million from France, JD 44.6 from Malaysia, JD 39.7 
from South Korea, JD 39.6 million from the Netherlands, 
JD 33.3 million from China and JD 27.3 million from 
Syria. 
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4 Russians hurt in Chechenya min e blast 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Four Russian troops in 
Chechenya were injured by 
a mine blast and rebels fired 
on Moscow’s troops 17 
times in 24 hours in contin- 
ued shooting that has trou- 
bled peace efforts in the 
rebel republic, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

Quoting the Russian 
Military Press Service, 
Interfax said most of the 
rebel fire was aimed at 
Russian soldiers in Achkhoi 
Martan in western 
Chechenya and left several 
injured. 

Russian military 

spokesman Ivan Yessiutin 
told the ITAR-TASS news 
agency the situation in 
Achkhoi Martan “con- 
firmed reports from Russian 
troop co mmander s who said 
this location had been cho- 
sen as the target for new 
attacks at a recent meeting 
of Chechen chiefs attended 
by Dzhokhar Dudayev/ 5 
Cbechenya’s separatist 
president. 

The spokesman said the 
increase there both in 
attacks by rebels using 
grenades and mortars and 
those by small armed 
groups showed that Mr. 
Dudayev’s supporters were 
hoping to use force to 
increase their area of opera- 
tion. 


On Friday the two sides 
held talks in the Chechen 
capital Grozny and top 
Russian negotiator 

Nationalities Minister 

Viacbeslav Mikhailov said 
they discussed the demili- 
tarisation accord of July 30. 
This called for disarming 
rebels and pulling out all 
but 6,000 Russian soldiers 
from the shattered republic, 
but has barely been imple- 
mented. 

Ml Mikhailov said the 
two sides had reached 
agreement “on several diffi- 
cult questions” over the July 
30 accord but gave no 
details. 

The spokesman for the 
separatist government 
Movladi Udugov said the 
two sides had reached a 
compromise. 

Russian troops backed by 
air power stormed into 
Chechenya last December 
to topple Mr. Dudayev, who 
declared unilateral indepen- 
dence from Russian in 
1991. 

Since then, between 
15,000 and 30,000 people, 
many of them civilians, 
have been killed, according 
to various estimates. 

President Yeltsin, trying 
to douse tension in 
Chechenya after his person- 
al envoy was nearly assassi- 
nated, said Friday that 


Moscow remained commit- 
ted to ending the conflict in 
the rebel region peacefully. 

Mr. Yeltsin resisted any 
impulse to crack down in 
Chechenya after the appar- 
ent attempt on Oleg 
Lobov’s life, but said some 
rebels were trying to sabo- 
tage the peace process. 

“What has happened in 
Chechenya is a tragedy, our 
common tragedy. And we 
will overcome its conse- 
quences together,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said in a statement 
issued from the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi, where he is 
on vacation. 

“At this crucial moment, I 
deem it necessary to con- 
firm the adherence of the 
president to peaceful politi- 
cal methods of dealing with 
the problems in the 
Chechen Republic, however 
acute and insnrmoutable 
they might be.” 

In .a clear sign that he 
wanted to avoid any flare- 
up in fighting. Ml Yeltsin's 
statement carried none of 
the ultimatums or threats 
included in many earlier 
declarations on Chechenya. 

Tension rose in 
Chechenya after Mr Lobov 
narrowly escaped death 
Wednesday when a bomb 
exploded on a bridge out- 
side the regional capital 
Grozny as his car passed by. 


Tension was further 
filled by explosions at an 
oil refinery and oil storage 
plant and rows between 
Moscow and the separatist 
rebels over a military agree- 
ment signed on July 30. 

Mr. Yeltsin made clear he 
was determined not to let 
peace talks collapse now 
that he has opted for dia- 
logue after months of fight- 
ing between the rebels and 
Russian troops. 

*1 regard it as my duty to 
protect the peace process in 
the Chechen Republic 
against those who bank on 
the intrigues of war, profit 
from robbery and do not 
care about the lives of their 
compatriots," Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

“I call on those people to 
come to their senses. 
Enough blood has been 
spilled. Yon and your loved 
ones need peace, a calm life 
to heal the wounds and 
restore what has been 
destroyed so that the elderly 
may have peace and the 
young have a future.” 

Meanwhile a local official 
said friday Chechenya 
could face due food short- 
ages this winter. 

The once-rich fanning 
region is short of seed, fuel 
and farming equipment and 
most of its came are gone, 
according to Lecho 


Albright hits U.N. on reform of bureaucracy 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
With Washington heavily in 
arrears to the United 
Nations, U.S. ambassador 
Madeleine Albright served 
notice Friday she was mak- 
ing reform of the UN. 
bureaucracy a top priority 
during the 50th anniversary 
celebrations. 

“We must recognise that 
during the years of cold war 
neglect the U.N. bureaucra- 
cy grew to elephantine pro- 
portions,” she slid at the 
Foreign Press Centre. 
“Now, in the absence of 
cold war divisions, we are 
asking that elephant to do 
gymnastics.*' 

Reform of the bureaucra- 
cy, the Security Council and 
other organs is a mantra of 
this year’s General 
Assembly session. But 
another underlying theme, 
articulated by Europeans, is 
the SO billion debt owed 
by Washington for 1995 and 
past years. 


Aware of the criticism, 
Mrs. Albright said the 
United States views “the 
United Nations as an impor- 
tant instrument for makin g 
the world more secure, 
democratic and h uman e." 
She said the Clinton admin- 
istration would continue to 
do all it could to help the 
United Nations succeed 
“and to see that U.S. finan- 
cial obligations are met, 
despite opposition from 
some in Congress.” 

The United Nations' regu- 
lar annual budget is $1.3 
billion, but peacekeeping 
costs nearly three times that 
amount, most of it for 
troops in the former 
Yugoslavia. Speci alised 
agencies, such as UNICEF, 
run on separate budgets. 

Specifically, she urged 
reform or consolidation of 
some major UN. institu- 
tions and said the Assembly 
should consider: 

— Decreases in the UN. 


budget, rather than zero real 
growth, which allows bud- 
gets to rise with inflati on. 

— Privatising some ser- 
vices, cutting staff, particu- 
larly non-professionals, 
Stopping unnecessary trav- 
el, and minimising the use 
of consultants. She targeted 
the Department of Public 
Information for sharp 
reductions. 

— Restructuring the 
Economic and Social 
Council, a major U.N. organ 
whose organisational chart 
looks like it was “designed 
by a crazed kittenm a string 
factory.” Its commission on 
sustainable development 
should:. be transferred to 
Geneva " and folded into 
other bodies, like the 
Commission on Science and 
Technology. 

— Extend the concept of 
an inspector general from 
the main secretariat to all 
major agencies. 

— Open deliberations of 
the Assembly’s Advisory 


Committee on 

Administrative and 

Budgetary Questions so 
governments could see how 
countries with seats on the 
panel spend UN. Funds. 

— Establishing a morato- 
rium on major U.N. confer- 
ences after those planned 
for 1996. 

— Abolish the 
Trusteeship Council as well 
as the General Assembly’s 
ad hoc Committee on the 
Indian Ocean and its infor- 
mation committee. 

— Consolidate bodies 
dealing with technical and 
development assistance and 
emergency response into 
single agencies. Consider 
ending U.S. support for the 
Geneva-based UN. 

Industrial Development 
Organisation, down-sizing 
regional economic commis- 
sions and modifying func- 
tions of the U.N. 
Conference on Trade and 
Development 


Accord reached on global toxic waste ban 


GENEVA (AP) — A ban on 
rich countries exporting 
toxic waste to the Third 
World was reinforced 
Friday by a global treaty. 

A five-day meeting of 
members of the 1989 Basel 
Convention, which controls 
trade in hazardous waste, 
strengthened a voluntary 
export ban agreed to last 
year into a legally binding 
document 

The ban will be immedi- 
ate and by January 1998 
will include materials 
exported for recycling. 


The agreement was a 
defeat for industrialists, 
who had lobbied hard for a 
softer approach that would 
have allowed export for 
recycling or separate bilat- 
eral agreements. 

It was a victory, though, 
for environmental groups, 
who accused industrialists 
of trying to insert loopholes 
which would make the 
accord almost worthless. 

"It is a significant, historic 
breakthrough,” said 
Greenpeace campaigner 
Kevin Stairs. 


"Finally the richest coun- 
tries of the world will be 
forced to take .responsibility 
for their own hazardous 
waste. They will have to 
look at their own industrial 
practices and improve their 
clean production techniques 
to ensure hazardous waste is 
not produced in the first 
pla».” 

The consensus was passed 
with strong support from 
the European Union and 
many developing nations. 

The United States, howev- 
er, an observer at the con- 


ference, had argued that a 
ban on exporting for recy- 
cling would put more pres- 
sure on raw materials. 

India, Australia, Canada 
and New Zealand also 
argued a blanket ban could 
be too far-reaching. 

Industry representatives 
had called for a delay in the 
ban until full agreement on 
the term "hazardous” was 
reached. They feared it 
might be interpreted as 
including scrap metal or car 
and computer scrap. 


Court overrules Mandela; local polls in turmoil 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Throwing 
upcoming local elections 
into turmoil. South Africa's 
new Constitutional Court 
ruled Friday that President 
Nelson Mandela exceeded 
his powers by decreeing 
electoral boundaries. 

The ruling marked one of 
the biggest reversals for Mr. 
Mandela since his election 
as South Africa's first black 
president last year. 

Mr. Mandela told a news 
conference be would seek a 
special parliament session 
to pass laws replacing the 
decrees wiped out by the 
court ruling, so that the 
local elections can be held 
On Nov. 1 as scheduled. 

"Preparations for local 
government elections must 
continue so these elections 
can take place as planned,” 
Mr. Mandela read from a 
statement. "The court's 
judgment does not create 
any crisis whatsoever.” 

Parliament’s speaker said 
that the legislature could 
reconvene by Ocl 4. 

The decision further con- 
fused an already chaotic 
attempt to hold voting for 
local leaders that will sweep 
away the last structures of 
white minority rule, com- 
pleting the process that 
began with the landslide 


victory of Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
in last year's first all-race 
national election. 

In its ruling Friday, the 
Constitutional Court struck 
down constituency bound- 
aries Mr. Mandela had 
decreed in the Western Cape 
Province — one of only two 
provinces the ANC does not 
control. 

Of more importance, the 
ruling applied to the entire 
country, meaning areas such 
as the violence-wracked 
Zulu homeland also faced 
confusion over whether vot- 
ing could proceed as sched- 
uled. 

The court said parliament 
erred in passing a law giv- 
ing the president powers to 
make decisions on the local 
government elections by 
decree. It gave parliament 
until Ocl 25 to adopt legis- 
lation that would validate 
boundaries for voting dis- 
tricts. Otherwise, the elec- 
tions would not be allowed 
to proceed. 

The ANC holds 62 per 
cent of the seats in parlia- 
ment. giving it the power to 
pass legislation that requires 
a simple majority. 

It is important that the 
public should be aware that 
today’s judgment is an invi- 
tation to government, and to 


parliament to follow a dif- 
ferent process to attain the 
same substantive result,” 
Mr. Mandela said. 

Up to a dozen decrees 
would be affected, but the 
only one that seemed signif- 
icant involved the election 
.boundaries in Cape Town, 
the nation’s second-largest 
city. 

"The matter is clearly one 
of great urgency and parlia- 
ment must decide without 
delay whether or not it 
wants an opportunity to cor- 
rect the defect” Chief 
Justice Arthur Chaskalson 
said in his ruling. 

Judge Chaskalson issued a 
mild rebuke to parliament 
and Mr. Mandela fix: pass- 
ing and using the power of 
decree ruled unconstitution- 
al. 

"It is of crucial impor- 
tance at this early stage of 
the development of our new 
constitutional order to 
establish respect for the 
principle that the constitu- 
tion is supreme,” the chief 
justice said in reading out 
part of his written judgment. 

Ml Mandela used the 
decree powers to overrule 
electoral boundaries drawn 
by the former white ruling 
National Party in the 
Western Cape. The National 
Party-dominated provincial 


government then claimed 
that Mr. Mandela had 
abused his powers to favour 
the ANC. 

The court unanimously 
decided the decree powers 
violated the interim consti- 
tution governing South 
Africa until a permanent 
document is in place by 
1999. The judges ruled 9-2 
that the decrees regarding 
the Western Cape bound- 
aries were invalid 

The laws would, however; 
remain in force until Oct 25 
to give parliament time to 
"correct the defects,” Judge 
Chaskalson said 

Western Cape Premier 
Hemes Kriel said he doubt- 
ed if parliament could pro- 
duce a constitutionally 
acceptable formula to enact 
Mr. Mandela's proclaimed 
boundaries. 

"The law is dear regard- 
ing the powers of 
provinces,” Mr. Kriel said 
"If the ANC oversteps that 
line, we will not hesitate to 
act again.” 

Judge Chaskalson 
acknowledged the ruling 
"could lead to increased ten- 
sion in areas where the 
inhabitants are anxious to 
defoocratise their local 
structures.” 


musayev, an official with 
the provisional government 
His comments were 
reported by the ITAR-TASS 
news agency. 

Mr Musayev told ITAR- 
TASS that most of the funds 
supposedly earmarked by 
the Russian government for- 
reviving Chechenya’s agri- 
cultural sector had not 
reached the region. 

Only a s mall amount of 
grain has been put aside for 
the winter, he said 
He also complained about 
land reforms enacted by 
Russian-backed officials. 
The reforms took land away 
from collectives and state 
farms and put it in the hands 
of local officials. Mr. 
Musayev said the result has 
been an "ill-considered and 
unfair" division of property. 

Mnch of Cbedienya’s 
industrial base was also 
destroyed in the war and 
tens of thousands of people 
have become refugees since 
Russian troops poured into 
the region in Derember in a 
bid to end its self-declared 
independence. 

The fighting has died 
down in past months, but 
sporadic clashes continue 
and an accord on disarming 
the rebels and pulling out 
Russian troops has fallen 
dormant amid mutual 
rec riminati ons and distrust 

Investigators 
seek clues to 
AWACS 
crash that 
killed 24 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(R) — Investigators were 
searching for clues 
Saturday to what caused a 
U.S. Air Force surveil- 
lance plane to. crash in a 
huge fireball soon after 
takeoff in Alaska, killing 
all 24 people on board. 

It was the first time that 
an AWACS, which carry 
out radar reconnaissance 
and surveillance, has 
crashed since the huge 
planes entered service with 
the U.S. Air Force in 1977, 
providing vital battlefield 
support to U.S. forces 
around the world. ' 

The four-engine planes, 
based on a Boeing 707 air 
frame, have been extreme- 
ly reliable, military experts 
say. 

Investigators t were 
combing through the 
wreckage but had not yet 
found the “black box" 
cockpit recorder, which 
usually provide clues as to 
what happened in the last 
minutes before a crash, 
said Major Jerry Brown, 
spokesman for Ekneodorf 
Air Force Base outside 
Anchorage. 

The AWACS aircraft 
plunged to earth in an 
inaccessible, thickly- 
' wooded area just three 
kilometres northeast of the 
runway minutes after tak- 
ing off from Elmendorf on 
a routine training mission 
early Friday, officials said. 

It exploded into flames, 
igniting 125,000 pounds 
(56,000 kg) of jet fuel on 
board and throwing debris 
over an area of several 
acres, they said. 

The thick plume of black 
smoke from the crash site 
could be seen up to 50 
kilometres away. 

Rescue workers, who 
bad to cut a path through 
the trees with a bulldozer, 
worked throughout the day 
to find victims. 

By late in the day, they 
.had recovered 22 bodies 
and two people were still 
missing but presumed 
dead. 

“We are very sure there 
-are no survivors” Maj. 
Brown said. 

Twenty-two of the mili- 
tary personnel on board 
were Americans and two 
were Canadians, Maj. 
Brown said. Their names 
are not being released until 
their next-of-kin have been 
informed. 

One witness said be saw 
fire shooting out of the 
plane’s left engine just 
after it took off. 

But Maj. Brown declined 
to speculate on the cause 
of tire crash, saying that 
would not be known until 
a safety board, made up of 
military experts, had fin- 
ished its report in about 30 
days’ time. 



Bob Dole, the Republican presidential campaign front- 
runner, speaks recently in Washington D.C. (AFP 
photo) 

Publisher Forbes joins 
U.S. presidential race 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Multi-millionaire publisher 
Malcolm Forbes Jr opened 
a long-shot Republican 
presidential bid Friday as a 
businessman who can 
“unlock the stranglehold 
that the political class has 
on American life.” 

Mr. Forbes, 48, president 
of Forbes Inc and editor in 
chief of Forbes magazine, a 
biweekly business periodi- 
cal, announced his candida- 
cy as a Washington “out- 
sider” before an audience 
of family, friends and 
reporters at the National 
Press Club. 

He noted wryly that “a 
few sceptics” doubt his bid 
for the 1996 Republican 
nomination will get for in a 
field crowded with nine 
other contenders of some 
national note and dominat- 
ed by U.S. Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole. 

“But I am throwing my 
hat into the ring today in 
full confidence that this 
campaign for president will 
succeed,” said Mr. Forbes, 
the heir to a family maga- 
zine fortune. 

He is willing to spend his 
own money on the race — 
aides said up to $25 million 
— to promote a classic 
free-enterprise agenda 
designed to let the 
American economy “run 
free” 

It centres on scrapping 
the federal income tax in 
favour of a 17 per cent flat 
tax and returning the dollar 
to the gold standard as a 
way to unleash the 
American economy. 

“I am running because I 
believe this nation needs 
someone in the White 
House who can break the 
old pattern, someone who 
can unlock the stranglehold 
that the political class has 
on American life," said Ml 
Forbes, known to his 
friends as “Steve”. 

He said be could lead “a 
liberation movement to 
take power away from 


Washington and put it in 
the hands of the people.” 

Ml Forbes, little known 
outside the business com- 
munity or the readership of 
his magazine, faces an 
uphill straggle against bet- 
ter known rivals for the 
right to face Democratic 
President Bill Clinton in the 
November 1996 ballot. 

Sen. Dole is currently 
running 30 or more per- 
centage points ahead of his 
nearest challenger. Texas 
Senator Phil Gramm, in vir- 
tually all polls of 
Republican Party support- 
ers. 

They and seven others 
have been running national 
campaigns for months, 
preparing for primary elec- 
tions and internal party 
votes that will start select- 
ing national nominating 
convention delegates next 
February. 

A big question mark in 
the political picture is 
whether popular retired 
General Colin Powell 
enters the race as a 
Republican or independent, 
or stays out of it altogetheL 
Polls show he would be a 
strong nomination con- 
tender and might beat Mr. 
Clinton as the Republican 
nominee. 

Gen. Powell has said he 
expects to announce a deci- 
sion in November after be 
concludes a nationwide 
book-promotion tour. 

Ml Forbes said any of the 
announced Republicans 
would be better than Mr. 
Clinton but charged that 
their “vision of what we 
can do is narrow, cramped 
and constricted. They have 
been in Washington or in 
politics, or both, all of their 
adult lives.” 

Mr. Forbes, who lives in 
Bedrainster, New Jersey, is 
married and the father of 
five daughters. His wife 
and children had front-row 
seats at his declaration cer- 
emony. 


Patten urges U.K. to give H. 
Kong people right of abode 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The British government 
should grant around 3.5 
million Hong Kong resi- 
dents the right of abode in 
Britain, according to the 
territory’s Governor Chris 
Patten. 

Talking in a British tele- 
vision network BBC panel 
programme recorded at his 
official residence in Hong 
Kong Ml Patten said “I 
think those who qualified 
for a BDTC (British 
Dependent Territory 

Citizen) passport or British 
passport should be qualify- 
ing for something, if neces- 
sary, give them the right of 
abode" in Britain. 

“I think the British pass- 
port should be about more 
than helping you to travel 
comfortably around the 
world,” be said in the pro- 
gramme aired here 
Saturday. 

Mr. Patten dismissed 
arguments (bat such a 
scheme would lead to a 
flood of migrants to Britain 
following the handover of 
Hong Kong, one of Britain 
last colonial outposts, to 


China on June 30, 1997. 

“I don't think the three 
million, or more than three 
million Hong Kong citizen, 
will suddenly arrive at 
Heathrow (Airport). 

Nobody seriously sup- 
poses that and, to be blunt, 
if they did, they certainly 
wouldn’t be living on the 
welfare state,” he said 

Some 3.5 million Hong 
Kong people, most bom in 
the territory, hold either a 
BDTC or British National 
(Overseas) Passport, but 
such documents deny the 
bearer the right to live and 
work in the United 
Kingdom. 

The Dependant Territory 
Document will cease to be 
valid in July 1997, when 
Hong Kong will no longer 
be a British colony. But 
under a Sino-British agree- 
ment the British National 
Overseas Passport will 
remain in force for travel 
abroad 

The other half of Hong 
Kong’s six-milUon-plus 
residents get by with a 
Certificate of Identity (Cl), 
which automatically ceases 
to be valid if the holder gets 
a new nationality. 


Gay, lesbian get 
married to protest 
ban on adoption 

COPENHAGEN, Den- 
mark (AP) — A gay man 
exchanged vows with a 
lesbian woman in public 
protest against a ban on 
homosexual adoptions and 
artificial insemination. In 
1989, Denmark becan* 
the first country in the 
world to allow homosexu- 
als to enter registered part- 
nerships with all the rights 
and obligations of mar- 
riage, except adopting a 
child or obtaining semen 
for conception. So by mar- 
rying each other, Soereu 
Laursen and Birgitte 
Echwald dressed in a 
white wedding gown, won 
the legal right to try to 
adopt children. even 
though they are homosexu- 
al. In a civil ceremony they 
called "a wedding against 
discrimination," the new- 
lyweds said their vows * 
were meant as a "a pure 
political manifesto." "We 
bad to stage this to push 
the politicians,” said Mr. 
Aursen, 31, wbo chairs the 
National Homosexual 
Association. Ms. Echwald, 

27, is the group’s deputy 
chairwoman. The ceremo- 
ny in from of the media at 
the Copenhagen Town Hall 
was attended by dozens of 
homosexuals. including 
the couple's same-sex 
companions. Denmark's 
health minister, Yvonne 
Herloev Andersen, recent- 
ly suggested giving homo- 
sexual the rights they 
claim. But there is no 
majority in parliament sup- 
porting her. Opponents 
insist children should grow 
up with male and female 
parents. 

Canada rejects 
extending legal 
rights to gay 
couples 

OTTAWA (AP) — The 
House of Commons has t 
rejected a gay legislator's 
proposal to extend legal 
recognition to same-sex 
"marriages. Real Menard, a 
member of the opposition 
■Bloc Quebecois, said he 
-was disappointed by the 
124-52 vote rejecting his 
motion, but vowed to keep 
trying. "We can win other 
fights to change the human 
rights act,” Mr. Menard 
said. "The next fight we 
will win.” Mr. Menard was 
backed by most of his Bloc 
Quebecois colleagues, 
although eight of the 53- 
member caucus joined the 
majority in opposing the 
motion. A few lawmakers 
from the governing Liberal 
Party, including Deputy 
Prime Minister Sheila 
Copps, supported Mr. 
Menard. 

Taste test finds 
new poisonous 
bird 

TABUBIL, Papua New 
Guinea (R) — 

Ornithologists are quietly 
confident they have found 
a second poisonous bird in 
the rainforests of north 
western Papua New 
Guinea — the Variable 
Pitohui. Phil Gregory, pub- 
lisher of Papua New 
Guinea’s ornithological j 
journal Muruk, said 
ornithologists believe the 
Variable Pitohui, like the 
Hooded Pitohui, is also 
toxic. “I was given a juve- 
nile Variable Pitohui and 
when I licked the feathers I 
felt my mouth tingle and 
go numb," Mr. Gregory 
said. “This suggests this 
bird is toxic as well but it is 
not proven yeL” 

EU summit leaves 
Majorca tourists 
cold 

ALCUDLA, Majorca (R) 

— Holidaymakers hoping 
to soak up tbe sun in 
Majorca gave a distinctly 
chilly welcome to 
Europe's leaders. “Why 
didn't they just stay at 
home and make a few 
phone calls, it’s ridiculous 
all this expense,” Louise, a 
British secretary from 
Edinburgh, said as beli- 
copters overhead ferried 
leaders to an informal ^ 
European Union summit- t- 
“1 wouldn’t min d if they 
did something useful — 
like help me find a better 
hotel, ours is crap," said 
Ann Winter from 
Manchester “Tbe 

Germans would not put up 
with it, that’s for sure " 
she added. 
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A FRIENDLY SALUTE: Belarus children of the Gomel region mimic a military salute as they give a friendly 
greeting to a group of newly arrived soldiers, who were dispatched to the area to help harvest the crops (AFP 
photo) 


Beleaguered French government 
faces new pinpricks in parliament 


PARIS (AFP) — Alain 
Juppe's beleaguered gov- 
ernment feces new criticism 
from its own parliamentary 
benches from Sunday when 
former Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur and his 
supporters win election to 
both bouses of the National 
Assembly. 

Mr Balladur, who unsuc- 
cessfully challenged his 
rival in the neo-Gaullist 
Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) party, Jacquefc 
Chirac, for the presidency 
in the spring, is certain to 
win bade the seat in the 
Chamber of Deputies he 
had to give up when he 
became prime minister in 
March 1993. 

Many of the former mem- 
bers of his cabinet who 
backed him for president 
will be ..flanking Mr. 
Balladuf in parliament, anx- 
ious. to refute -Mr. Juppe's 
charges that he took over a 
disastrous economic situa- 
tion when appointed by Mr. 
Chirac in May. 

Mn Juppe served in the 
Balladur government as for- 
eign minister and went 
along with its economic 
programme at the time, but 
stuck with Mr. Chirac when 
it came to the presidency 
and was rewarded with the 
premiership. 

But since taking office 
both he and Mr. Chirac have 
plunged in the opinion 
polls, condemned for their 
apparent inability to resolve 


France's economic and 
unemployment problems, 
and the decision to resume 
nuclear weapons tests. 

Mr. Juppe was forced to 
admit this week that the tax 
cuts trumpeted by Mb. 
Chirac in his election cam- 
paign could not be deliv- 
ered. His budget for next 
year will hit the saver as 
well as the consumer, while 
civil servants whose wages 
have been frozeo are to 
strike next month. 

The prime minister is also 
finding it impossible to 
shake off allegations that as 
a deputy mayor of Paris he 
gave his son a luxury flat at 
a reduced rent Attempts by 
Justice Minister Jacques 
Toobon to sack a leading 
magistrate who has report- 
edly concluded there are 
1 grounds for prosecution 
have raised a new storm. 

Apart from the second 
round of the by-elections 
involving Mr. Balladur and 
others, voting takes place 
Sunday for 117 seats in the 
Senate, the upper house of 
parliament. 

Senators are elected for a 
nine-year term, with a third 
'of die chamber being 
renewed every three years, 
by an Electoral College of 
50.696 municipal and 
regional councillors. 

Political heavyweights 
expected to gain seats 
include the blunt-speaking 
Charles Pasqua, interior 
minister under Mr. Balladur 


and previously leader of the 
RPR group in the Senate, 
and former Socialist Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard. 

A record number of 696 
candidates are standing, 
including rivals from within 
the components of the Mr. 
Juppe government, which 
could help the Socialists 
win the six seats they are 
aimin g to add to the 67 they 
currently hold. 

The Communists are hop- 
ing at least to retain the 15 
seats they need in die 
Senate to form an official 
political group, but the 
extreme-right National 
Front is unlikely to win its 
first seat, despite successes 
in the recent municipal 
elections. 

Three veterans of • the 
French political scene are 
not standing -again, includ- 
ing Christian Democrat 
Alain Poher, 86. who sat in 
the Senate for 43 years, was 
its president for 24, and was 
acting head of state in 1969, 
after die resignation of 
Charles De Gaulle, and 
1974, following the death of 
Georges Pompidou. 

Also departing are Maurice 
Couve De Murville, 88, a 
former prime minister 
under Gem De Gaulle and 
foreign minister for 10 
years, and Max Lejeune, 86, 
a dissident Socialist and the 
longest-serving member of 
the French parliament 


O. J. Simpson case lawyers 
prepare for final arguments 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Lawyers in the OJ. 
Simpson double-murder 
trial get down to the vital 
task Saturday of preparing 
closing arguments in a case 
that has riveted the nation's 
attention and provided an 
unprecedented television 
spectacular. 

Id behind-the-scenes activ- 
ities that will neither be 
seen nor heard, prosecution 
and defence attorneys will 
prepare what could perhaps 
be the most important seg- 
ment of the year-long 
marathon case. 

The closing arguments 
were set to begin Tuesday, 
the anniversary of the start 
of the Jury selection process 
on Sept. 26, 1994, with lead 
prosecutor Marcia Clark 
extolling the jury to find the 
football legend guilty in the 
gruesome murders of his 
ex-wife, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, and her friend 
Ronald Goldman. 

- Simpson, who found later 
feme as a sportscaster and 
TV pitchman, has pleaded 
sot guilty to the killings. 

. Ms. Clark was expected to 
teD the jury there was a 
“mountain of evidence” 
Poking Simpson to the mur- 
ders, including a trail of 
Wood leading from outside 
Nicole Simpson’s luxury 
condominium where the 
two were brutally stabbed to 
fjcatb on the night of July 
12, 1994, to Simpson’s 
mansion just three kilome- 
tres away. 

Simpson’s lead defence 
mtomey, Johnnie Cochran, 


was expected to counter the 
prosecution's attack by 
pointing to inconsistencies 
in the prosecution’s 
approach, including the 
impeachment of key wit- 
ness Mark Fuhrman, who 
testified to finding a bloody 
glove on Simpson’s estate 
hours after the fatal attack. 

Mr. Fuhrman stated under 
oath that he had not made 
any racial statements over 
the last 10 years, but the 
defence provided the Jury 
with four witnesses who 
said he frequently used 
racial epithets aimed at 
blacks and Hispanics, and 
feat he had a particular 
hatred of interracial cou- 
ples. 

Simpson is a black sports 
hero. Mr. Fuhrman is white, 
as were the victims. 

Saturday’s behind-closed- 
doors activities will follow 
a day of high drama in court 
Friday as Simpson was 
allowed to address the 
court, protesting his inno- 
cence while expressing the 
hope the trial would end 
soon. 

Judge Lance Ito’s decision 
to allow him to speak out- 
side the presence of the jury 
was seen as “highly unusu- 
al” by legal analysts. A1 
Deblanc, a criminal defence 
attorney and analyst for 
KTLA television, said it 
was the first time he had 
seen it in 21 years of prac- 
tice. 

Simpson, dressed in a dark 
business suit, stood before 
ito and said, in a voice filled 
with emotion and tears 


welling in his eyes, “good 
morning, your honour As 
much as I would like to 
address some of fee misrep- 
resentation made about 
myself and my — and 
Nicole concerning our life 
together, I am mindful of 
the mood and stamina of 
this jury. 

“I have confidence ... feat 
they will find as fee record 
stands now that I did not, 
could not and would not 
have committed this crime. 
“I have four kids, two kids I 
haven’t seen in a year. They 
ask me every week, ‘dad, 
how much longer?* 2 want 
this trial over. Thank you.” 
As Simpson mentioned his 
children, his eldest daugh- 
ter, Amelle, from his first 
marriage, broke down and 
sobbed quietly in the spec- 
tators’ gallery. 

Following his brief speech 
Simpson waived his right to 
testify and Defence 
Attorney Johnnie Cochran 
formally asked Judge Ito to 
dismiss the charges on fee 
grounds the prosecution had 
failed to present sufficient 
evidence of guilt, a request 
Judge Ito denied. 

The jury was then brought 
in and the prosecution and 
the defence officially rested 
their cases to the obvious 
relief of the jurors who had 
listened to 120 witnesses 
and seen hundreds of 
exhibits during almost nine 
mouths of testimony that 
began on Jan. 31. The jury 
has been sequestered since 
Jan. 11. 


Sri Lanka 
military 
silent on 
Jaffna 
campaign 

COLOMBO (R) — The 
Sri I-ankan army was silent 
on an expected offensive 
against Tamil rebels in fee 
northern Jafina peninsula 
Saturday, a day after fee 
government clamped cen- 
sorship on military news. 

Defence spokesman 
Brigadier Sarafe* 

Monasjoghe, who earlier 
promised to issue more 
frequent bulletins fro/aa fee 
batflefpwC said: “We can’t 
. sayjiuich when : nothing :is r 
happening." 

He denied the govern- 
ment was using the censor- 
ship to impose a news 
blackout on fee army’s 
campaign against - the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LITE) against 
their northern Jaffna 
peninsula stronghold. 

Asked about the expect- 
ed offensive, he said: “We 
don’t comment on these 
matters. We don’t like our 
enemies to know our 
movements, or our inten- 
tions.” 

Sri Lanka imposed cen- 
sorship on military news 
Friday, saying fee move 
targeted news reports feat 
hinder its efforts to tame 
Tamil rebels or demoralis- 
es troops fighting them. 

An official statement 
Friday said: “The govern- 
ment had noted that certain 
newspapers and electronic 
media had published mili- 
tary-related news in an 
irresponsible manner dur- 
ing fee past few months, 
threatening the security of 
the state and fee people ” 

It said distribution of mil- 
itary news could demor- 
alise fee army. 

The statement accused 
unidentified “newspapers 
and media institutions” of 
failing to respond positive- 
ly to an earlier government 
plea for care in reporting 
military affair s. 

“The government was 
reluctantly compelled to 
take this step,” it added. 
“We have nothing against 
the foreign media," Brig. 
Munesingbe said. 

A spokesman for fee cen- 
sors counted five potential 
offences that journalists 
must be wary of. 

They should not publish 
stories on military intelli- 
gence, about fee move- 
ment of troops or army 
operations in the battle- 
fields without the censors’ 
approval, he said. 

They should also desist 
from quoting unnamed 
sources and avoid report- 
ing which could incite 
communal violence. It was 
not clear whether fee last 
point preempted any com- 
ment on Colombo's recent 
political package to end 
fee 12-year old ethnic war 
which has killed more than 
50,000 people. 
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Major and Bruton mend 
fences after summit rift 


ALCUDIA, Majorca (R) — 
British Prime Minister John 
Major and his Irish counter- 
part John Bruton have 
begun mending fences after 
a disagreement over guerril- 
la arms which scuppered a 
summit between them earli- 
er this month. 

But officials said Saturday 
fee two still had some way 
to go before agreeing a new 
date for a summit to give 
impetus to the stalled 
Northern Irish peace 
process. 

“We are looking at ways to 
progress,” an Irish official 
said. “But I don't think 
we’re putting dates on (a 
new) summit, which is a 
good indication.” 

The two leaders talked 
Friday at an informal sum- 
mit of European leaders on 
the Mediterranean island of 
Majorca. 

The face-to-face meeting 
was their first since Ireland 
called off talks between 


Major and Bruton earlier 
this month after disagree- 
ments over Britain’s stance 
on fee arms issue. 

That s um m it haft been 
scheduled to announce the 
creation of an international 
commission to supervise the 
scrapping of arms held by 
fee Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) and their loyalist 
foes. 

But Ireland backed out 
after Me Major refused to 
budge on his insistence that 
fee Irish ’ Republican Army 
had to give up its anns 
before Sinn Fein, the IRA’s 
political wing, could enter 
all-party talks on the future 
of the British-ruled 
province. 

As be wem into fee meet- 
ing Friday, Major told the 
BBC be was sticking to his 
hard line on arms. 

“The blockage that needs 
to be overcome is to give 
confidence and belief to the 
people of Northern Ireland 


that violence really is over, 
feat fee weapons really are 
no longer needed. 

“The only way in which 
that can credibly be done is 
for Sinn Fein to make it 
clear that they will begin to 
decommission their 

weapons.” Mr. Major told 
the BBC as he arrived for 
fee summit 

His remarks followed hard 
on fee heels of a warning by 
Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams Friday that violence 
could resume in Northern 
Ireland after a year of peace 
unless Britain stopped link- 
ing peace talks to the sur- 
render of guerrilla arms. 

But David Trimble, leader 
of tire biggest Protestant 
party, fee Ulster Unionists, 
said in Belfast feat Britain 
had to stand firm on its 
demands for fee scrapping 
of guerrilla aims. 

Officials said Saturday 
they did Dot expect a new 
summit date ro come out of 


fee talks, but added they 
hoped to baye some signs of 
progress. 

Mr. Bruton said before he 
wem into the talks that it 
was not just fee two govern- 
ments, but all parties 
involved, which had to shift 
their positions for the peace 
process to go forward. 

Some commentators saw 
his remarks as an attempt to 
calm British concerns that 
Dublin had moved too close 
to Sinn Fein in its efforts to 
broker progress in the peace 
process, adding that this 
could herald a break- 
through. 

Irish officials said Mr. 
Bruton was making every 
effort to put the peace talks 
back on track. But they said 
it was still too soon to talk 
of a breakthrough. “That's a 
little bit too rosy,” one Irish 
official said. 


India: U.S. move will fuel arms race in South Asia 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) 
— The easing of U.S. con- 
gressional sanctions on 
Pakistan will fuel an arms 
race with India that neither 
country can afford, Indian 
officials and military 
experts said. 

The government angrily 
protested against 

Thursday’s vote in fee U.S. 
Senate permitting resump- 
tion of arms sales to 
Pakistan. "The U.S. move 
would not be conducive to 
promoting peace, security 
and stability in South 
Asia,” said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Arif 
Khan. 

A government-funded think- 
tank said fee derision could 
set back India-lj.S: rela^- 
tions, which have/ been 
improving steadily since the 
end of fee cold wan 

American anns sales have 
been blocked since 1990, 
after President George Bush 
could no longer certify that 
Pakistan was not building 
nuclear weapons. 

Thursday’s amendment was 
fee first step towards 
reversing feat. 

On Thursday, fee Senate 
voted 55-45 to ease the 
sanctions, overriding objec- 
tions by senators who 
accused Pakistani officials 
of telling "lie after lie after 
lie” about their nuclear 


weapons programme. 

Pakistan has denied it pos- 
sesses atomic weapons, but 
says it has the ability to 
manufacture them. 

The sanctions blocked 
delivery of F-16 jet fighters 
that Pakistan hari already 

bought Islamabad will still 
not receive the F-16s, but it 
will get three P-3 Orion air- 
craft, missiles that can 
attack tanks and ships and 
an array of ammuni tion and 
spares fr^ its U.S.-made 
equipment in its arsenal, 
experts said. 

'The move calls for India 
to review its vulnerability,” 
said C. Uday Bhasker, a 
senior follow of the Institute 
for Defence Studies and . 
Analyses, a 'government- 
funded organisation. 

The sale of missiles and 
long-range naval reconnais- 
sance aircraft to Pakistan 
will leaVe Indian tanks, 
naval bases and ships off 
the west coast vulnerable, 
Mr. Bhasker said. The two 
neighbours have fought 
three wars. 

"The militar y balance will 
change, but not in any man- 
ner that tilts it against 
India,” said P.R. Chari, a 
defence expert at the Centre 
for Policy Research, an 
independent research 
organisation. 

Under pressure to keep 


down fee federal deficit and 
to expand poverty-allevia- 
tion programmes, India has 
kept its defence spending at 
about $6 billion for the past 
three years. 

The last time India induct- 
ed new aircraft was in fee 
mid-1980s when it acquired 
three squadrons of Soviet- 
built MiG-29s and two of 
the French-built Mirage- 
2000s. The navy also is 
operating an aging fleet and 
obsolete carriers. 

The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman indicated feat 
India would soon move to 
march the technological 
edge feat fee new weapons 
couldgive Pakistan. 

"The government of India 
is committed to taking all 
necessary measures to 
counter fee adverse effects 
on our security,” Mr. Khan 
told reporters. He did not 
say whether feat included 
developing nuclear 

weapons. 

The move also meant that 
fee United States accepts 
Pakistan's "clandestine 
acquisition of nuclear 
weapons,” Mr. Khan said. 

In Washington, the State 
Department Friday hailed 
fee U.S. Senate vote easing 
a five-year ban on aid to 
Pakistan as evidence of "our 
commitment to a good and 
stable relationship wife 


P akistan ” 

"We want to develop a 
much stronger ... and a 
more flexible relationship 
with Pakistan,” department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

Asked to comment on an 
Indian government state- 
ment that fee release could 
stimulate an arms race 
between the South Asian 
neighbours, Mr. Bums said 
"I assume” the American 
embassy in New Delhi had 
explained the situation to 
India. 

Another State Department 
official, talking under rules 
of anonymity, said fee 
-United States had empha- 
sised to Pakistan that sup- 
port for the' release was 
based on expectations that 
Pakistan wouMnot substan- 
tially change the status quo 
in proliferation of nuclear 
missiles. 

Noting feat the one-time 
release will mean little 
change in India’s regional 
military superiority, fee 
official said the Clinton 
administration expects feat 
India will "react -responsi- 
bly” and recognise feat 
relations wife fee United 
States can benefit both 
sides. 

The House of Representa- 
tives has not yet acted on its 
version of the legislation. 


Perry urges reconciliation with former Soviet Bloc 


GARMISCH-PARTENKI- 
CHEN, Germany (AP) — 
Preventing war depends on 
expanding alliances as well 
as deterrence, U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Perry 
told officers from former 
Warsaw Pact countries. 

Speaking at a U.S.-funded 
academy for officers from 
Central and Eastern Europe, 
Mr. Peny described how 
American security strategy 
seeks to build on past suc- 
cesses and avoid past mis- 
takes. Russia may be the 
key, he said. 

"The cold war has ended, 
and once again the United 
States is reaching out to 
promote reconciliation wife 
former adversaries of the 
cold war,” Mr. Perry told 
fee officers, who are learn- 
ing the principles of civilian 
control of the military at the 
George C. Marshall 
European Centre for 
Security Studies. 


"Our goal is to prevent fee 
seeds of conflict from 
sprouting anew,” he said. 

Mistakes that short-circuit- 
ed international peace plans 
included the failure of the 
United States to join the 
League of Nations after 
World War I and fee Soviet 
Union’s refusal to partici- 
pate in fee Marshall Plan to 
rebuild Europe after World 
War II, he said 

Today, Mr. Perry said, 
cooperation among old 
adversaries is essential as 
the wodd moves away from 
a security system based 
upon fear. 

"The primary strategy for 
managing the danger of 
woridwide conflict has 
gone back from deterrence 
to prevention,” Mr. Perry 
said. 

Mr. Perry spoke at a centre 
named after the five-star 
general and secretary of 
state who developed the 


plan to aid in Europe's 
rebuilding after World War 
E. He was addressing a 
graduating class of about 80 
mid-level officers who will 
return to countries such as 
the Ukraine, fee Czech 
Republic, and Poland, hav- 
ing studied how a military 
functions in a democracy. 

The speech marked the 
dedication of the Joseph J. 
Knizel Auditorium at the 
centre. The room is named 
for Mr. Perry’s top deputy 
on European security issues 
who was killed along wife 
two other U.S. envoys when 
their armoured car plunged 
off fee Mount Igman road 
outside of Sarajevo, fee 
Bosnian capital, on Aug. 19. 

Mr. Perry stopped in this 
picturesque winter resort 
town at the end of a week- 
long trip that included meet- 
ings wife defence officials 
in Slovenia, Slovakia, the 
Czech Republic and 


Hungary, all countries seek- 
. ing to join the 16-nation 
NATO. 

Mr. Perry cited U.S. aid to 
Russia for nuclear arms 
reduction, joint business 
ventures coordinated by 
Moscow and Washington, 
and friendships among U.S. 
and Russian officials as 
some of fee elements of 
buildmg a "pragmatic part- 
nership” wife America’s 
former cold war foe. 

But even if NATO expan- 
sion works perfectly and 
U.S. -Russian relations sta- 
bilise, Mr. Perry cautioned, 
regional wars and civil wars 
such as fee Bosnian conflict 
cannot be prevented entire- 
ly- 

Tf we are unable to pre- 
vent regional conflict, then 
we must be able to deter it,” 
Mn Peny said. 


Indonesian group: Military killed 16 civilians in Irian Jaya 


JAKARTA (AP) — 
Indonesia's official hu man 
rights watchdog charged 
Friday that the military tor- 
tured and killed at least 16 
civilians in fee jungle 
region of Irian Jaya, includ- 
ing five near a U.S.-owned 
Coppermine. 

The charges by the 
National Commission on 
Human Rights followed 
two investigations in the 
remote area in August and 
September. 

"We have concluded that 
between October 1994 and 
June 1995 ... there were vio- 
lations of human rights in 
fee form of mdiscriminaie 


killings and torture,” 
Marzuki Darusman, deputy 
chairman of the rights com- 
mission, told a news confer- 
ence. 

He said fee military was 
also guilty of unlawful 
arrests, arbitrary detention, 
disappearances, excessive 
surveillance and destruction 
of property in the region. 

Mr. Darusman said the 16 
dead people included 
women and children, and 
that four others remained 
missing. 

All, of the human rights 
abuses were committed by 
the military in operations 
against rebels in the Free 


Papua Movement and in 
maintaining security around 
a U.S.-owned mine in 
Timika, he said. 

The Freeport Copper 
Mine, owned by Freeport- 
McMoran Copper and Gold 
Corp., "is described as a 
vital project,” he said. 

Five of the dead people 
were killed near fee mine, 
he said. Their deaths have 
been linked to alleged 
attempts to expropriate land 
for fee company's expan- 
sion. 

Karel Phil Erari, a 
Protestant minister from 
Irian Jaya who was present 
at fee news conference, said 


he was satisfied with the 
commission’s findings but 
believed that Freeport was 
involved in the killings. 

Mr. Darusman said trucks 
and containers owned by 
Freeport were used in fee 
arrests and killings of the 
civilians. But be said 
Freeport officials denied 
any involvement, saying 
they were unaware feat their 
properties were being used. 

The investigation was 
prompted by protests from 
civil liberties groups, which 
accused fee army and 
Freeport of involvement in 
the killings. 
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Moss without ethics 

NOTHING IS more Hamag ing to a free press 
than journalists who mislead the pnblic 
through the pnblication of incorrect informa- 
tion to serve the interests of certain groups or 
individuals. 

Professional newspapers take extra care 
and impose strict controls to ensure that 
nothing but correct and verified news is 
presented to the readers. But no controls are 
sufficient to guard against misleading the 
public if journalists themselves disregard 
their professional ethics in order to make 
finan cial or political gains. 

Commitment to objectivity and accuracy 
in reporting news should be sacred to all 
journalists and news organisations. Not all 
journalists hold their mission sacred, howev- 
er, nor do all newspapers succeed all the time 
in upholding the principles of good journal- 
ism. 

The Jordanian press has been plagued, for 
sometime, with rumours that it has been 
penetrated by people who are in the profes- 
sion solely to serve some foreign or local 
groups even if at the cost of objectivity, ethics 
and the national interests of the country. It is 
time that these rumours were dealt with. 

The credibility of the whole Jordanian 
media could eventually become the doomed 
victim of these rumours. Consequently, the 
responsibility of finding out the truth about, 
them is firstly and foremostly that of the 
journalists themselves. This is a responsibil- 
ity that most be shouldered. 

Jordanian.news organisations should move 
to protect their credibility. That they can do 
by forming a committee that will conduct a 
thorough investigation of such reports as , 
the one that was carried by A1 Hayat 
newspaper on Wednesday. If it is proven that 
there are members of the profession whose 
loyalty is other than their professional ethics 
and their readers, proper action should be 
taken against them. The law and journalistic 
norms have prescribed enough ways for 
dealing with such journalists. 

But if those who spread 'the rumours are 
found to have no . proof to support their 
claims, they should be sued and fought 
collectively by every journalist and news 
organisation in the Kingdom. The credibility 
of the press takes years to build, but it takes 
a very short time to damage. Just as no 
corrupt journalist or group of journalists 
should be allowed to damage the reputation 
of the press, outsiders who level accusations 
without weighing their truths should learn 
that the press has teeth and can bite, either 
through the law or the power of information. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the difficulties facing the PalestLnian- 
Israeli negotiations on the implementation of the second 
phase of the Oslo agreement, AI Ra’i daily said the blame 
for these difficulties falls on the Israeli government. At the 
start of the negotiations the Israelis seemed uninterested in 
conducting serious talks and later, when pressed to pursue 
the negotiations, they resorted to the tactics of war rather 
than those of peace, said the paper. Citing the stepped up 
arbitrary measures against the residents of Hebron, Nablus, 
and other areas in the West Bank in addition to the Gaza. 
Strip, the paper said thatsuch behaviour clearly reflects the 
tendency towards perpetuating hostilities rather than 
accepting the idea of peace with the Palestinians. The kind 
of peace which Israel is imposing on the Palestinians 
through its negotiations demonstrates the Jewish state's 
formula which imposes capitulation on the Palestinians, 
and does not grant them sovereignty over their land, 
continued the daily. The paper said that Israel should 
j comply with the rules of peace and renounce the rules of 
' war, and should seek peace on all tracks so that peace can 
be comprehensive. 

A WRITER in Al Ra’i said Jordan ought to benefit from 
advanced nations experience in matters related to higher 
education so as to solve the country's annual chronic 
problems related to university enrolment. Zeid Hamzeh 
said that universities in Europe and the United States are 
open to al! students and they seldom face the problem 
which Jordan encounters every summer. For one thing, 
school graduates are allowed to continue their higher- 
education while working and are provided with advanced 
technical and vocational training enabling them to work at 
.-*ries and different businesses, said the writer. Another 
and more important point, he said, is that the advanced 
nations do not face a population problem as the growth rate 
is almost zero, while in Jordan the annual increase in 
population stands at 3.4 per cent, which means a growth of 
i 142.000 year alone. The increase in population, he 
added, aiis an increase in demand for university 
> education. He said that partial solutions are of no use; and 
[ the country has to reach the roots of the problem if it really 
seeks a lasting solution. 


Census results must be revealed 


A GENERAL census is supposed to be conducted in 
Jordan once every 10 years covering all aspects of the 
population and its activities. A census was thus due on 
1989, but dreumstanoes in that turbulent year and its 
economic and social troubles did not make it feasible. It 
was postponed for five years, until it was finally carried out 
last December. 

The census of December 1994 was given the green light' 
to go ahead after securing the necessary funding of around 
JD 3 million. For several weeks preceding the implementa- 
tion date, the official media, especially Jordan Radio and 
Television, launched an extensive camp aign aimed at 
promoting awareness of the value of accurate information 
being made available to decision makers, as a prerequisite 
for the success of economic and social planning, and for- 
proper drawing of policies in both pnblic and private 
sectors. 

A few days after concluding the census, the Department 
of Statistics came up with some tentative results which - 
indicated that the population of Jordan was slightly less 
than previously assumed. The overall figure was just below 
4.1 million, of which aroimd 3.8 million were Jordanians, 
while the remainder was made up of Arabs and foreign 
residents. The census did not include Jordanians living 
'abroad except for students. 

At the time, we expected more figures to be announced, 
although gradually. However, since then we have not heard 
from the Department of Statistics. This silence has given 
rise to rumours and speculations which could not be 
positive. People are asking: “Is there something to hide?” 

The mere undertaking of the census, and the nature of 
the questions asked, had caused some fears among 


Jordaman-Palestmians due to Specific classification of 
.refugees ( 1948 ) and displaced (1967). The blackout on the 
findings of the census, or the delay in revealing the final . 
results, had caused worries on die part of the East Bank 
Jordanians as well. The Jordanian government thus was 
. [successful in scaring both groups, albeit for different 
'reasons. 

We appreciate the sensitive subject of determining the 
ratio of- Jordanians according to origins, but since the 
census was actually performed, with a high cost of time, 

, effort and money, it is not acceptable to keep^he results in 
the tiles and to refrain from placing all the fighres imder the 
‘disposal of ‘those who ran the political, economical, and 
social aspects of the country. This would be like asking 
policy makers and businessmen tA work in the darkness, or 
with their eyes closed. 

Several weeks ago I asked the prime minister about the 
outcome of the census and the reasons for delay in 
announcing its findings . He seemed unconcerned about the - 
whole operation. “The census was not done in my time” be 
adswered. I also called on the director of the Deportment 
- of Statistics, who confirmed tint the classification and 
_ 1 compilation were finished weeks' ago. Wba3is being done 
: -now is drawing samples for rechecking, to perfect the 
f results and exclude the slightest clerical mistakes, that may 
be committed. He adamantly refused to give me any figures 
until they are officially announced. No date was given for 
-such an announcement, however. 

Transparency, which is essential in democracy, requires 
that all the detailed outcome of the census be made public 
without further delay. 
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Stark economic choices facing the Gulf states 


By Naomi Collett 

IT WAS business as usual 
in the stock markets of the 
Gulf despite recent political 
upheavals. The deposing of 
the emir of Qatar by his 
son. Sheikh Hamad; a 
reshuffling of the be- 
leaguered Bahraini cabinet 
in the wake of last year's 
dramatic riots and the re- 
moval of various key minis- 
ters in the Saudi cabinet 
certainly proved that — in 
the Middle East at least — a 
week is a long time in poli- 
tics. . 

So far the changes have 
been greeted with enthu- 
siasm as part of the region's 
ever continuing drive for 
modernisation. Internation- 
al and local dignitaries were 
not slow in voicing their 
support for the new-Iook 
• governments. In Qatar, the 
accession of ; Sheikh Hamad 
was welcomed as being long 
overdue. Once firmly estab- 
lished in Doha, the new 
emir made no secret of his 
determination to drag the 
economy into the 1990s and 
set about raising private 
sector funds for the govern- 
ment. A decree setting up a 
Doha Securities Market 
was immediately issued. 
And while the law stipu- 
lated that only equities and 
bonds of Qatari companies 
and treasury instruments 
issued by the government 
can be traded, the govern- 
ment is discussing kick 
starting the privatisation 
process by selling up to 30 
per cent of its holdings in 
various profitable industries 
such as steel, refineries and 
petrochemicals. The possi- 
bility of trading in shares 
issued in the other Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, and so open- 
ing up the important Saudi 
: market to local investors, is 
also under discussion. 

In the Gulf banking cen- 
tre of Bahrain, the political 
situation looks more murky 
with the Al Khalifa family 
coming under increasingly 
vociferous pressure from 


the opposition movement 
to reinstate the 1973 con- 
stitution. But despite the 
longevity and passion of the 
pro-democracy riots which 
have surprised many, the 
stock market has remained 
immune to all ruptures on 
the political scene and, if 
foreign observers are to be 
believed, will continue to 
flourish. In fact the market 
picked up slightly after the 
cabinet reshuffle. As in 
Qatar, the new government 
has made much of its com- 
. mitment to improving eco- 
nomic performance, in par- 
ticular encouraging the 
growth of the private sector 
as a means of coping with 
Bahrain's rising unemploy- 
ment. One member of the 
new cabinet was swift to ’ 
point out that, “since the 
basic fundamentals for poli- 
tical, economic. .and. social. . 
life' ’have already beeto'laid 
down... it is only natural for 
our country to start a new 
phase for the optimal 
rationalisation of state re- 
venues and spending.” 
Across the causeway in 
Saudi Arabia, the mood is 
also positive. According to 
Basil Al Ghalayini, head of 
the London office of the 
International Investor — a 
Kuwait-based Islamic in- 
vestment company — the 
country welcomes the 
changes. “It’s time we had 
some new faces in the 
cabinet, and this is a very 
healthy change. It will de- 
finitely improve Saudi Ara- 
bia's image in the interna- 
tional arena.” Mr. Gha- 
layini is similarly upbeat on 
the subject of privatisation. 
“The new cabinet will be 
keen to push through priva- 
tisation more quickly and so 
increase liquidity which has 
been one of the main prob- 
lems of the Saudi stock 
market so far.” 

Of course this very public 
.show of providing the local 
economies with a much . 
needed kick start should : 
not affect foreign buyers ; 
too much. Despite the re- 
lentless search of interna- 
tional fund managers for 


high yields, -so far the up- 
surge? in private capital 
flows has largely passed the 
Gaff by. In fact the small 
-amount of private capital 
^attracted to the Middle East 
• > region as .a whole contrasts 
ri unfavourably with the ex- 
. perience of bast Asia and 
Latin America, as well as 
with the transitional econo- 
mies of Eastern and Central 
. Europe. While the main 
stock market in the Gulf, 
Saudi Arabia, remains 
closed to outside invest- 
ment, Kuwait, as the largest 
. of the markets open to non- 
; nationals, is dogged by its 
f own problems. Earlier this 
year fears were expressed 
. •of a “fire sale” of private 
- Kuwaiti assets destabilising 
the market as the govern- 
ment-moved to recover part 
of the £24 billion in private 
. debts It took. .on.- after, the 
X 1982 local stock rmarket 
/crash. -The debate.,;- in 

• Kuwait's parliament over 
easing repayment terms still 
rages. , 

Can privatisation take off? 

Aside 'from such worries, 
all stock markets in the 
region are blighted by more 
general problems such as 
the absence of indigenous 
.clusters of competitive 
firms. Entrenched state 
-..control of industry and the 
£ tendency for family-owned 
.enterprises to use banks as 
the primary source of, 
financing so as to maintain 
complete control over 
. decision-making means that 
*■ markets -across the region 
are extremfely limited in 
capitalisation and liquidity. 

- So far, only a pitifully esti- 
mated £3 billion worth of 
fcssets have been sold, with 
Kuwait alone of the Gulf 
states making any . signifi- 
cant sales. Again, any com-* 
panson with the newly initi- 
ated markets of Eastern 
' Europe and South Asia re- 
veals that local equity mar- 
ket capitalisation is minim- 

* al. The limited nature of the 
privatisation process means 


that there is a large pent-up 
demand for shares from 
Gulf investors and nationals 
based abroad, witness the 
ferocious bidding by local 
financiers when shares in 
the National . Industries 
Company were auctioned 
recently by the Kuwait In- 
‘ vestment Authority. 

Cynics have gone so far 
as to claim that privatisa- 
tion will nbt take off in the 
Middle East until govern- 
ments really feel the pinch. 
Claiming that the sole in- 
centive for government sell- 
offs is the direction of oil 
prices, they cite the down- 
ward trend in oil prices and 
.the undercutting of OPEC 
by non-members as provid- 
ing the impetus for local 
governments' recent enthu- 
siasm for relinquishing con^ 
trol of the 'economy. They 
also claim .that the likeli- 
hood of the various projects 
earmarked for privatisation 
going ahead depends on the 
'oil markets remaining de- 
. pressed, and point out that 
given the absence of any 
‘ideological commitment to 
privatisation, it is not sur- 
prising that most govern- 
ments have been dragging 
their heels. 


A gloomy prognosis 

If supply is beset by prob- 
lems, then future demand is 
also less than promising. 
The Mexico crisis left a 
nasty taste in the collective 
mouth of fond managers 
‘ and brought home the dan- 
gers of investing in exotic 
locations. Asked one fund- 
manager: “Why should we. 
risk the ' Middle East for 
dubious returns when there 
kre markets closer to home 
with higher returns?” 
adding, “we are now more 
interested in gening the 
fundamentals right.” And 
with fund managers' search 
for high yields giving way to 
an emphasis on quality, fu- 
ture prospects for the re-- 
gion look bleak. World 
Bank reports are less than 
enthusiastic about the long- 


term growth prospects of 
the region. While Tunisia 
and Morocco are praised 
for progress on structural 
adjustment, the Gulf has 
been lambasted for its fail- 
ure u> get to grips with 
tfihitpr problems. 

According to The World 
Economy and Implications 
fof the Middle East and 
North Africa Region. 1995- 
2O10-. a paper sponsored by 
the -world Bank, over the 
pasti decSde real per capita 
GDP in the Middle East has 
fallen, representing the 
largest such decline in any 
developing region with the 
exception-of the transitional 
ecdn»o-mis! of Eastern 
.Etifbpe. The major reasons 
for this are given as adverse 
external factors such as fall- 
ing.: oil prices, but slow 
progress in reforming pub- 
lic sectors and promoting 
private, sector-led diversi- 
ficafibn are also blamed. 
•Ofie; report warns that the 
region’s GDP will need to 
advance by five per cent per 
yeal* over the coming de- 
cade if it is to compensate 
for earlier declines in living 
standards and absorb new 
entrants to the labour force. 

This division between the 
Gulf and and other emerg- 
ing economies is set to 
worsen. Speaking at the 
Oman Vision 2020 confer- 
eftce*held by the ministry of 
development in June, the 
head of the Middle East 
anrf North Africa region at 
the. "World Bank, Mr. Caio 
Koch-Weser, stressed the 
underperformance of the 
Middfe East economies as 
thgfteeralisation of trade 
-anovapitaJ flows moves the 
‘wort! towards the globa- 
lisation of its economy. 
Other World Bank reports . 
also warn that as market 
and products become more 
globalised and competition 
rfrojjfyEastem Europe and 
iAsaf intensifies, the region 
f ys “finding itself in- 
creasingly marginalised.” 
t One major target for eco- 
notnist wrath is the public 
actor which is seen as 


being repsonsible for stifl- 

' ing efficiency and initiative. 
But here the line between 
economic necessity and 
political considerations be- 
comes blurred, as increased 
political tensions make gov- 
ernments reluctant to either 
reduce their commiment to 
the public sector, which re- 
mains responsible for the 
bulk of employment, or end 
the generous subsidies for 
GCC nationals. As a result, 
there is little evidence of 
any plans to sell off typical 
privatisation favourites 
such as utilities. It is also for 
this and the more ominous 
reason of keeping a tight 
control over domestic 
security that the telecom- 
munication industry — a 
hot favourite for privatisa- 
tion in other emerging eco- 
nomies — remains firmly in 
government hands. 

,]s Nevertheless many in the 
region are optimistic about 
future prospects for priva- 
tisation, seeing it as a 
means of reversing the re- 
gion’s historical tendency 
towards capital flight. 
Kuwait’s Finance Minister 
Nasir Al Rodhan has 
announced that his govern- 
ment is going ahead with 
the privatisation program- 
me it drew up as’ a five-year 
plan last year. “If matters 
on the market proceed as 
they are doing now, then 
we shall accomplish.' the 
programme in less than the 
time fixed for the privatisa- 
tion plan,” he said. Others 
describe the need to priva- 
tise more bluntly. One fund 
manager, recalling that Dr. 
Alirio Parra — the former 
Venezuelan minister of 
energy — warned that GCC 
governments no longer con- 
trol oil prices, said, “the 
world is becoming a harsher 
place for the GCC. They 
don’t have the income from 
oil they once had, and the 
merging economies are 
leaving them for dead. 
They have no choice but to 
privatise.” 

Middle East International 
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In shadow of wars, mediation corps winning some for peace 


By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 

THE GUYS with the guns 
get on prime time. But 
- Amhadou Abdullah and 
Mohammad Sahnoun are 
winning battles too — 
quiet, back-page victories 
for peace in a warlords’ 
world. 

As the bloody 1990s wear 
on, Sahnoun, Abdullah and 
other specialists in interna- 
tional “preventive diploma- 
cy" are fanning out to trou- 
ble spots early, to reason, 
cajole and pressure, to try 
to keep the map from grow- 
ing bloodier still. 

Jimmy Carter is the best- 
known of these peacemak- 
ers, a veteran of Haiti and 
North Korea who last week 
launched a Cuba mediation 
effort. But more obscure 
envoys are taking on chal- . 
lenges just as explosive as 
those the ex-president tries 
to defuse. 

In just three years, the 
new U.N. Department of 
Political Affairs has become 
the hub for a platoon of 
globe-trotting conciliators. 
Unofficial mediators are 
proliferating, too: One list 
counts two dozen groups 


dedicated to international 
conflict prevention, from 
Mr. Carter’s high-powered 
international negotiation 
network down to church 
organisations. 

Like so much else in to- 
day’s world, the growth in 
preventive diplomacy be- 
gan with the cold war’s end,. 

For decades, U.S. and 
Soviet diplomats did the 
preventive work, stoking 
and cooling world hot spots 
to suit their needs, when 
superpower rivalry faded 
but small-scale conflict did 
not, a law of diplomatic 
supply and demand kicked 
in: Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali rushed to fill the 
gap, establishing political 
affairs and declaring pre- 
ventive diplomacy “the 
most important issue facing 
us today.” 

His and other mediators, 
though often overshadowed 
by such debacles as Bosnia, 
Somalia and Rwanda, have 
logged thousands of miles 
ana a growing list of succes- 
ses: 

— Just this month, U.N. 
envoy Cyrus Vance, former 
U.S. secretary of state, bro- 
kered a deal easing tensipns 
between the former Yugos- 
lav republic of Macedonia 


and its neighbour Greece. 
.On Macedonia's northern 
f border, U.S. and other 
troops are “preventively" 
deployed under the U.N. 
-flag to guard against a spil- 
, *lover of ethnic violence 
from Serbia. 

— In Burundi, Central 
Africa, where Hutu-Tutsi 
Violence threatenes to ex- 
: pldtfe into genocide like 
: 1 Rwanda’s, Mauritanian di- 
\ plomat Abdullah has won 
the trust of all sides as his 
• eight-member U.N. team 
. has helped keep the lid on 
for the past 22 months. 

. — In Gongo in 1993, 
is Sahnoun, am Algerian di- 
plomat-dispatched by the 
Organi&tion of African 
Unity, helped avert an 
ethnic war over disputed 
\i election results. 

— That same year, the 
Secretary General of the 
-. -Organisation of American 
' • ^States, Joao Baena Soares, 
flew to Guatemala and 
helped peacefully undo an 
anti-democratic coup. 

-i- -Quiet backroom di- 
. plorfiacy by U.N. officials, 
y : also in 1993, led Estonian 
*.• and Russian leaders to back 
down at the 11th hour in a 
dangerous’ face-off over 
Russian minority rights in 


WERE HERE BWESnspnws 
fcHONfclNMSJCfLH/r 
WE’LL CCME BACK WEN 

CONBW. 






the Baltic state. 

A scholar of preventive 
diplomacy, Michael S. 
Lund, saidfstonia showed 
the effectiveness of the di- 
plomatic full-court press: 
Mr. Carter, U.S. senators, 
European envoys all com- 
municated their concerns to 
the two sides. 

“When you have a critic- 
al mass of outride parties 
^ like that, all wanting a 
peaceful resolution, it 
; seems to weigh in as a kind 
of pressure on the parties to 
work it out,” said Mr. 
, Lund, of Washington's 
U.S. Institute of Peace. 


1 . * 

AnotHfer winning ingre- 
dient: the ability big powers 
nave, and through them the 
United Nations, to threaten 
sanctions or promise finan- 
‘ *j d to keep a costly war 
“din*. breaking out. 

experts’ next candi- 
date* for a full-court press: 
Nigeria, where the military 

, C 32 d ? mocrac y shackled. 
' Sxptics say preventive 
diplomacy is being over- 
sold. Tbe hard cases will 
simply not submit, says 
John Stedman, an 
■ Africa specialist at Johns 
Hopkins University. 

"The humanitarian 


tragedies of today were 
caused mainly by leaders ■ 
who were interested in 
.neither reaching nonviolent - 
resolutions to conflicts nor 
making concessions, ’’ Mr. ■ 
Stedman wrote recently. 

But some sceptics may be 
coming around. 

The Wall Street Journal’s * 
conservative editorial page 
last week noted that “we ■ 
generally frown" on inter- 
national mediation, but ' 
went on to suggest the dme - 
has come to try the U.N. • 
hand at breaking the 
Indian-Pakistan impasse ■ 
over Kashmir. 
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Police get tough with UAE’s bad drivers 


By Mkfaad Georgy 
Reuters 

ABU DHABI — Police 
guard Mohammad Taleb 
eyed rows of nervous pris- 
oners s*ept up in a mount- 
ing crackdown on the num- 
ber one killer in. the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“We show them pictures 
of fatal accidents to frighten 
them. Those who cause in- 
juries stay in prison as long 
as their victims are in hos- 
pital/' he said, pointing to 
large photographs of wreck- 
ed cars. 

It could be worse — a 
flogging for some — as the 
authorities in this Gulf 
Arab state get tough _ with 
the legtonsof reckless driv- 
ers who contribute to" one of 


the world’s highest traffic 
death rates. 

Last year alone there 
were more than 600 road 
deaths, over 6,000 injuries 
and nearly 16,000 car acci- 
dents in a Zand of only two 
million people where high- 
ways have speed bumps and - 
driving tests can take years 
to pass. 

Kas A1 Khaimah, one of 
the seven emirates in the 
UAE federation, has 
already resorted to hardline 
measures to deter reckless 
driving. 

Two youths were caned 
30 times each last month 
before 2,000 people at the 
spot where they caused a 
, ratal accident. 

“Some people listen and 
others don’t,” said Colonel 


Mohammad Samee, the 
UAE’s director-general of 
traffic. 

“Those who are not will- 
ing and cause traffic deaths 
should be flogged. If it 
works in Ras A1 Khaimah 
we will start flogging people 
across the conn try.” 

At the Abu Dhabi Traffic 
' Department, the fervour of 
the nationwide Safety drive 
is palpable. 

An imposing green sign 
that reads “speed kills” m 
English and Arabic greets 
visitors in the car park. 

Inside, colourful charts 
displaying the number of 
accidents per week, month 
and hour hang in offices as * 
experts analyse the latest 
collision pattersn. 

Weekly Lectures are deli- 


vered to hundreds of bus 
and tan drivers as well as 
teenagers. Motorists who 
seem unfit for the bazar-, 
dons roads are given 
psychological tests. 

And everyone is f re- 
minded that causing a dead- 
ly accident is punishable by 
up to three years behind 
bars. 

Captain Said A1 Mat- 
ronshi, the chief accident 
investigator, sits at his desk 
as traffic violators stream 
into his office describing 
their side of the story. 

One man walked in with, 
a badly brusied face after 
the traffic court upstairs re- 
fused to deal with his case 
without proper documents. 

“I can’t get the papers, 
they were covered with 


Wood in the accident,” he 
pleaded. But Mr. Mat- 
ronsbi would not relent. - 
The authorities are also 
delivering the safety mes^ 
sage on televirion and radio 
programmes and in newsr 
papers. 

Police express rising frus- * 
traflon ana many fear the 
toll tof death and injury will * 

Only climb. ' ^ 

-The leading road 1 pie- * 
dators — brazen teenagers ' 
armed with powerful cars, 
oil money and idle time — 
seem oblivious to the safely 
message, police say. 

Every night scores of 
young men in flowing white 
robes with one hand on the 
steering wheel and the 
other on a mobile phone hit 


the streets in sleek 
limousines and thunderous 
four-wheel drive vehicles. 

Interior Ministry officials 
say those too young to drive 
legally are sometimes given 
the keys to their parents’ 
cars. 

“At night I try to stay off 
the roads. These kids try to 
swerve into my car and 
scare me for kicks,” a taxi 
driver complained. 

The crackdown has even 
netted foreigners visiting 
the UAE for a good time. 

“Get me a neckbrace,” 
said Omani tourist 
Mahmoud Ali, facing the 
prospects of SO lashes in 
addition to his whiplash, 
jnst befo re being locked up 
for drunk driving. 


Syria opens its touristic treasures 


By Kinda Jayousb 

Reuter 

DAMASCUS — Cleopatra 
reputedly used to stroll a 
wide, colonnaded path here 
and archaeologists dug the 
world's oldest recorded 
alphabet out of Syrian 
sands. 

Now modern-day visitors 
are coming in record num- 
bers to a country that has 
long been at the crossroads 
of civilisation bur until re- 
cently was off the beaten 
tourist track. 

“Syria with its rich his- 
tory and nature has all that 
a tourist would like to see.- 
There is the mountain, the 
desert, the coast and the 
valley in addition to the 
archaeological places,” 
Tourism Minister Amin 
Abut Shamat told Reuters. 


Tourism in nearby coun- 
tries like Turkey, Israel and 
Egypt has been goi'ng 
through hard times as a 
result of an increase in vio- 
lence. 

Such violence, however, 
has not recently, affected 
Syria whose President 
Hafez Assad keeps a tight 
rein on domestic affairs. 

“We were astonished at 
the big increase of tourists 
coming to Syria this year, 
but we think that safety and 
security made Syria an 
attractive centre,” Abul 
Shamat said. 

He said the government 
attached enormous import- 
ance to the tourism industry 
to play a greater role in the 
national economy, even 
‘ though it now accounts for 

only some seven per cent of 


gross domestic product. 

Income from tourism in 
1994 was -around $850 mil- 
lion but Mr. Abul Shamat 
. said the target was to dou- 
ble this within five years. 

He added that Syria was 
expecting to receive more, 
than four million tourists in. 
the year 2000, up from 
around two million in 1994. 1 

“We have now 65,000 
hotel rooms and we hope to 
increase the number to over 
140,000 rooms in the year 
2000 including 20,000 
rooms by the side of the 
Assad Lake (oh the Eup- 
hrates river in the north- 
east),” Abdul Muain 
Maleh, planning director at 
the ministry of tourism said. 

Mr. Abul Shamat said 
more than SI billion would 
be invested by the govern- 
ment and die private sector to 


build new hotels and other 
tourist facilities during the 
next five years. 

More than $900 million 
was spent during the last 
year on new hotels, he said. 

What the tourists get for 
their travel dollars is a 
chance to visit and ogle 
some of the marvels of the . 
Middle East. 

One of the most impress- 
ive is the looming hulk of 
the Crac de Chevalier cru- 
sader castle, built on a crag- 
gy mountaintop in western 
Syria by the Europeans who 
came here to vanquish 
Islam- 

In the coastal city of Lat- 
takia in the north, neatf 
Aleppo, the world's most 
ancient recorded alphabet 
— the 30-letter Ugarit dat-' 

Log to the 14th century BC 


— was found. a 

The ancienkcky of Bbsra^L-; 
some 100 km south of ‘ 
Damascus, has a Roman . 
theatre which seats up : to 
15,000 people. 

In the desert northeast of 
Damascus stand the vast 
ruins of Palmyra, whose 
Queen Zenobia built it into 
■■ a powerful trading centre ' 
but whose lack of fealty 
angered Rome which partly 
destroyed it in AD 272. 

Another powerful" 
woman of ancient times, 
Cleopatra, reputedly strol- 
led the colonnaded path in 
the ancient city of Apamea, 7 
north of Palmyra, where a , 
major restoration is under 
* way. 

• Syrian officials think that* 
more people are being 
lured to Syria — to sample , 


its fine Middle Eastern 
cuisine and buy rugs in its 
famous souks (markets) as 
well as see the historic sites 
— in part because of satel- 
lite broadcast beamed 
throughout the Middle 
East. 

“Syria's satellite channel 
which produced several 
programmes about Syria's 
tourist sites had contri- 
buted, in addition to other 
elements, to this big 
boost,” Mr. Abul Shamat 
said. 

But in the end, Syria is 
the best advertisement for 
itself. Tourism, officials 
noted that an exhibition of 
Syrian artefacts that was 
supposed to be on display 
for about a month in Paris 
and Rome .was so popular it 
stayed for six. 


King leaves for France today 


(Continued from page 1) 

Monetary Fund (IMF). 

In one of its rare gestures 
to any Hurd World country, 

the World Bank offered itself . 
as guarantor for $50 million 
in seven-year bonds that Ior- 
dan issued this month to help > 
the Kingdom’s projects in the 
telecommunications sector. 

The King will be accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Foreign 


Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneb. Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb and Planning Minis- 
ter Rima Khalaf. 

While in the U.S. some of 
the ministers will also attend 
meetings of the working 
groups of the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process and streamline 
issues that are expected to be 


discussed and finalised at the 
MENA summit. These in- 
clude the establishment of a 
Middle East development 
bank and regional tourism 
and businessmen’s' councils. 

Finance Minister Jardaheh 
is also expected to sign an - 
agreement with the U.S. gov- 
ernment under which 
■Washington is writing off 
more than $400 million in 
Jordan’s debts. 


Kabariti to meet Sabah at U.N. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
A1 Faisal would visit Amman 
sometime in October after 
the U.S. meetings in New 
York. It would be his first to 
Amman since the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Kabariti went to 
Riyadh twice over the past 
two months as part of efforts 
to mend fences. 

In comments published 
Saturday Mr. Kabariti 
blamed Syria for a deteriora- 
tion in relations, saying there 
'is no justification for Syrian 
concerns about Jordanian 
foreign policy. 

Mr. Kabariti, in an inter- 
view published in the A1 
Hayat Arabic daily, said that 
on the contrary peace be- 
tween Jordan and -Israel 
should strengthen Syria’s 


own negotiating position. 

“I do not deny that there 
really is a summer cloud (in 
relations). It has gone on 
some time and it has now 
entered the autumn season 
but we trying with all serious- 
ness to restore relations to 
what they should be,” he 
said. 

Asked what was behind the 
deterioration, he said: “That 
question must be put to the 
Syrians. As for us, we see no 
justifications or reasons for 
any conflict with Syria. 

“It seems that Jordan 
reaching a balanced agree- 
ment which ensures Jorda- 
nian interests, before an 
Israeli -Syrian agreement was 
reached, has aroused some 
concerns and might have 
aroused some sensitive feel- 
ings on the Syrian side.” 


But we believe in all hones- 
ty that the Jordanian agree- 
ment (with Israel) is in the 
interest of the peace process 
and helps to support the Sy- 
rian negotiator," he added. 

Syria, which is far behind 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
in its own peace talks with 
Israel, opposes rapid norma- 
lisation with the Jewish state. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Asad has also shown signs of 
pique at Jordan’s decision to 
grant political asylum to the 
prominent sons-in-law .of Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

In Cairo last Thursday, 
Mr. Kabariti noted that other 
Arab states had also given 
refuge to Iraqi dissidents, he 
specifically mentioned Iraqis 
who have been in Syria. 

“I believe there is a double 
standard. There is a kind of 
hypocrisy and duplicity in the 
political dialogue,” he said. 


’■’Serbs retake part of territory 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Our expert teams are 
working on that and I am 
rare they will make their 
findings public,” he said. Mr. 
Silajdac, who arrived in Zag- 
reb on Friday from north- 
western Bosnia, gave no 
further details. 

Bosnia’s Muslim-led gov- 
ernment tried on Friday to 
dictate ceasefire terms to end 
tne3!6 year war, telling the 
Serf* to give up control of 
'Banja Luka where author- 
ities said 124 people, mostly 
|*derly and sick, had died 
from exposure and lack of 

medicine. 

This cbuld not be indepen- 
dently confirmed but intema- 
fronal aid workers described 
me situation as catastrophic. 

Some 100 kilometres to the 
«n the embattled town of 
Serbs expelled up to 
Muslims into 
government-held territory, a 
U ‘w \ nwt official reported, 
"k * ** anow ski, Sarajevo 
, Jjokfisman for the U.Jtf. High 

inSS®?! 0 ™* for Refugees 
f JPgfCR), said some, in- 
r u 7 m g women, were beaten 
robbed before being 
to walk 22-kilometre 

10 “fer- 
ine European Union repe- 
rfd a call for an immediate 
e ““ to hostilities near 


Sarajevo and truce to follow 
in entire Bosnia. 

But Bosnian Serb leaders 
vowed to recapture lost terri- 
tory and Bosnian mainly- 
Muslim leaders set conditions 
for the ceasefire which were 
unacceptable for the Serbs. 

Bosnia’s' President Alija 
Izetbegovic called on the 
Serbs to demilitarise Banja 
Luka where Serbs have 
shored up defences. 

Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Sadrbey demanded the 
Serbs completely lift the siege 
of Sarajevo and open a se- 
cure road to the surrounded 
Muslim endave of Gorazde 
in eastern Bosnia. 

The success of the Muslim- 
Croat offensive means that 
actual control of land is now 
dose to the 49-51 per cent 
division on which interna- 
tional peace efforts are predi- 
cated. 

The next round of di- 
plomatic bargaining over 
Bosnia's future is dne to take 
place in New York next Tues- 
day when the foreign minis- 
ters of Bosnia, Croatia and 
rump Yugoslavia, speaking 
for the Bosnian Serbs, will 
meet U.S- and European Un- 
ion mediators. 

U.S. President BUI Clinton 
said Saturday the latest, de- 
velopments in the Bosnian 


conflict have created “a real 
chance for peace” that must 
be seized. 

But Mr. Clinton, in his 
weekly radio address, said 
many obstacles remained to a 
diplomatic settlement in the 
Balkans and maintained that 
more NATO air raids were 
.possible if the Bosnian Serbs 
resume attacks on U.N.- 
declared safe areas. 

. “Thanks to a combination 
of military muscle and di- 
plomatic .determination, 
there is now a real chance for 
peace in Bosnia. We must 
seize it,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton said he had 
instructed U.S. negotiators to 
“push the peace process for- 
ward” at talks in New York 
starting Tuesday with the 
foreign ministers of Bosnia, 
Croatia and Serbia. 

“Then I’ve asked them to 
return to the region... to 
keep the parties focused on 
an overall settlement,” Mr. 
Clinton added. 

"There’s no guarantee that 
we can reach a settlement. 
There are still deep, deep 
divisions among the parties. 
But there has been genuine 
progress." 

"We will spare no effort 
to find a peaceful solution, 
and we will work with NATO 
to implement a settlement 
once the parties reach it," the 
president said. 


1 in four Iraqis at risk 


(Continued from page ]) 

opposition groups since the 
end of the Gulf war in 2991. 

“Freedom of expression 
and opimdii 'iii this region 
cannot' Ife- guaranteed,” Mr, . 
Khadduif said. 

Kurdish opposition groups 
took control of the area in 
1991 after Britain, France 
and the United States im- 
posed an air exclusion zotifc 
on northern Iraq, offering 
them protection against 
Baghdad. 

Baghdad announced on 
Sept. 7 that a presidential 
referendum would be held on 
renewing the mandate of 
Saddam Hussein for a further 
seven years. Iraq said it 


would invite 10,000 foreign- 
observers to the unpre- 
cedented referendum. 

Iraqi opposition leaders 
Jalal Talabani and Ayatollah 
; Mohammad : Bakir Hakim 
have held talks m the Iranian 
capital on the situation in 
their country and efforts to 
unite the opposition. 

The Supreme Council of 
r . the Islamic Revolution in 
' Iraq (SCIRI) said its leader. 
Sheikh Hakim, met on Friday 
with Mr. Talabani, head of 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK). 

They discussed “latest de- 
velopment in Iraq and the 
isolation and felling apart of 
the regime” in Baghdad, it 


said. 

They also reviewed ways to 
“unite the opposition and 
spread resistance to rid the 
Iraqi people" of President 
Saddam and “return peace 
and security” to Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan. 

Mr. Talabani’s rival, Mas- 
soud Barzani of the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party (KDP), 
also travelled to Iran last 
Sunday and met President 
Ali Akbar Hashdmi Rafsan- 
jani, following a breakdown 
in U.S. efforts to secure a 
PUK-KDP peace deal. 

The two factions, which 
jointly control northern Iraq, 
agreed to a ceasefire in Au- 
gust but have yet to imple- 
ment a deal aimed at ending a 
conflict that has cost more 
than 2,000 lives since May 
1994. 7 


Old controversy resurfaces 


(Continued from page I) 
ports in 1990 which, he 
said, showed clearly that 
prominent Jordanian per- 
sonalities, including jour- 
nalists, received gifts from 
the Iraqi regime. 

“At that time it was not 
controversial because the 
official Jordanian policy 
was on the side of the Iraqi 
regime. Now the case is 
different,” Mr. Ne’matt 
said. 

In fact, in his report, Mr. 
Ne’matt claimed that the 
Iraqi regime has intensified 
its efforts to recruit suppor- 
ters in Jordan aftfcr 
Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel defected to. 
Amman along with his 


brother and their two 
wives, both daughters of - 
President Saddam Hussein 
in August. 

“Iraqi institutions are 
trying to recruit Jordanian 
journalists and writers and 
working on winning over 
all forces that support the 
Iraqi regime by giving 
money or gifts or paying 
■-direct salaries,” Mr. 
Ne’matt had reported, 
quoting official sources. 

“We will go to court to : 
find out who these Iraqi : 
institutions are," Mr. 
Masarweh said in his col- 

tnno. 

” “As Jordanian citizens in 
the Hashemite Kinedoth of 
Jordan we demand of A1 ■ 


Hayat to teD us who are 
these Iraqi institutions that 
want to win support for the 
Iraqi regime by doling out 
money and gifts.” 

But over and above his 
obvious anger at Mr. 
Ne’matt's implication of 
journalists in Jordan 
through AI Hayat report, 
Mr. Masarweh also took 
offence at the report’s 
claim that companies were 
created in Jordan as a front 
“to actively work for the 
benefit of Iraqi officials.” 
“As Jordanian citizens 
who are concerned over the 
sovereignty of this country, 
we demand of AJ Hayat to 
reveal the names ' of these 
front companies. It is our 
right and the right of the 
Ministry of Trade and In- 
dustry to know about 
them.” 


Taliban night attacks foiled 


(Continued from page 12) 

“This is a serious threat to 
Dostum.” stated ^bdullaih. 

On the reported new 
alliance between Mr. Masood 
and General Dostum, Abdul- 
lah said there were contracts 
with the aim of stopping 
fighting in the north but as 
yet- there was no positive - 
result. 1,1 

He said pro-Rabbani 
forces still controlled Chakh- 
charan. the capital of Ghor 
province, after re-capturing it 
from the Talibans last week. 

Abdullah said the Talibans 
posed no military threat to 
the eastern provincial capital 
Jalalabad, whose shoora or 
ruling council was — despite 
rumours to the conrrary — 
still “on side with Kabul." 

He said the crew of an 
Ariana Afghan Airlines car- 
go jet hijacked by the Tali- 
bans Thursday and forced to 
land at Kandahar airport, 
had been released Saturday. 
He gave no details. 

Clerics demonstrate « . 


' About 1,000 mullahs and' 
Islamic students accused 
neighbouring Pakistan on 
Saturday of interference in 
' Afghanistan when they deli- 
vered a protest memorandum 
to the united Nations office 
in Kabul. 

In an officially organisetT 
demonstration, they marched 
through the city carrying anti- 
-jBakistan banners arid chant- 
ing slogans against Pai&tam 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhirf- 
to and the Inter-Services In-, 
telligence (ISI) network.. 

“Death to the leaders of 
Pakistan," bellowed the 
march organisers on their 
way to the U.N. Office of the ■ 
Secretary General in Afgha- 
nistan and Pakistan 
(OSGAP). “Death to ISI.” 
and “Down with Benazir," 
they chanted. 

The slogans Teferred 
Kabul’s charges, which Pakis- 
tan denies, that the ISI had 
used the Talibans as a screen ■ 
to hide what amounts to an 
invasion of the western pro- 


vinces of Afghanistan. 

The Religious Affairs 
Ministry organised the pro- 
test as a vehicle to cany to 
the OSGAP the 10-point 
memorandum, which called 
on the United Nations to 
send observers to monitor 
Afghan borders to evaluate 
and prevent foreign interven- 
tion. 

“We the clerics and ulema 
support the neutral and be- 
nevolent offices of the United 
Nations and those so-called 
Talibans who are ISl's repre- 
sentatives refute the U.N. 
good offices," the resolution 
said. 

“In reality these sort of 
Talibans are not from the 
Afghan nation," it said. “We 
condemn the actions of ISI 
and its so-called Talibans. 

We are on the side of the 
armed forces of the country 
and we will defend every inch 
of our country." 
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A timely 

contribution to debate 
on role of religion 

BOOK REVIEW . 

Christianity In The Arab World 

EXHosscm Bin TalaL Crown Prince of Jordan 
i Amman, Royal Institute of Inter-Faith Studies, 1994, 

120 pages. 

This book is a timely and welcome contribution to the dia- 
logue going on in almost all societies of the world, about 
the place of religion in life. It is the more pertinent inas- 
mochas it comes at a time when tension between Islam and 
the Christian West is rising while at the same time search 
for in-depth analyses goes on, regarding, not only the roots 
of the tension, but ways and means to contain aod eventu- 
ally overcome it. Momentarily searching for a modus 
vivendi for coexistence, some attempts, as in the work 
under consideration, are reaching out for positive coopera- 
tion. 

-It was in Jordan, and to the credit of His Majesty King 
Hussein and his brother Crown Prince Hass an that the con- 
cept of dialogue between the three monotheistic 
Abrahamic religions came into being. Christianity In The- 
Arab World is a serious and sensitive work on a subject 
hitherto only sporadically addressed. While Western schol- 
arship is either unaware, uninterested, or deliberately 
ignores the topic, Arab scholars, Christian and Muslim, are 
busy with what they consider more immediate concerns, 
shying away from the topic or discussing it in hushed voic- 
es. 

Furthermore, the real, ima gin ed, or trumped-up fixation 
with the so-called “Islamic” "fundamentalist” “terror” has 
tended to derail any serious consideration or scholarship 
on some of the real issues that have been the cause for ten- 
sion in foe relationship between foe two great cultures of 
Islam and the West 

Prince Hassan's contribution is a rare and welcome one 
in that it objectively asks not only what is Christianity 
from a Muslim Arab perspective, but mqilicitly recognises 
Christianity as a powerful current in the great river that is 
foe Arab-Muslim civilisation. Gently and compassionately 
touching and discussing hitherto untouchable issues, it lays 
before foe eye and foe imagination of foe reader, foe story 
of Arab Christianity in such a way as to capture foe essence 
of the matter. 

By taking on himself the noble task of reconciling the 
r force religions, foe Hashemite Prince, foe fortieth direct 
descendent of foe Prophet Mohammad (May Peace Be 
Upon Him) has been faithful to the expectation and 
responsibility of his noble ancestry. His research is thor- 
ough and meticulous. His vibrant description of foe tortu- 
ous rise and labyrinthine discussion of Christian beliefs, 
often verging on hairsplitting arguments between the vari- 
ous schools of thought and dogma is matched by a depth of 
analysis worthy of devoted scholars. 

Gently, the author is drawing the attention of foe world to 
foe fact that there are Christians in foe Arab World; and 
that while foe Western world seems to be opening up its 
heart, pouring its sympathy and resources in support of foe 
Jews, the Arab Christians have something to say too. 

Concerning foe origins of foe Nicene {.-Creed, foe 
' Christological controversies, or the Iconoclast controversy, 
his discussion presents foe reader with a rare understand- 
ing of these complicated issues.The Chart on page 99 on 
the principal Christian confessions and churches, graphi- 
cally clarifies foe relationship between foe various histori- 
cal dogmas, beliefs and creeds. 

Perhaps one of the greatest contributions of foe book is 
that it can be read by foe layman and foe scholar, benefit- 
ing each, with a wealth of knowledge that far exceeds its 
one hundred or so pages. * 

The future of Christian Arabs is presented not only with 
lucidity but a historical vision as well. “...Much concern 
about the future of the Christian Arabs is currently being ' 
expressed among Christians inside foe Arab World, partic- 
ularly in connection with the waves of Islamic frmdamen- 
talism... people who entertain such concern or fear rarely 
take into account that it is in foe nature of waves., to sub- 
side once they have consumed their initial driving force 
especially in foe case of waves of social behaviour driven 
by ephemera] emotion rather than by solid reason. The fact 
remains that the Christian Arabs are in no way aliens to 
Muslim Arab society..." the Prince writes. 

In earlier as well as in modern times, the Christian Arabs 
considered themselves,- over and above all, as pan and par- 
■ cel of the great culture of Islam. Their relationship with 
God notwit h sta n ding; their pride in being then and now 
Arab patriots remains boundless. Their language, customs, 
mores, culture, social relationships and mann ers are 
patently and clearly of Muslim orientation. The hero of the 
Christian Arab is Muslim: Omar Ibn Al Khattab, Ga'far Al 
Tayyar, Khalid Ibn Al Walid. Salah Al Din Al Ayubi... etc, 
to name but a few. 

In tracing the intricacies of foe various schools* of 
thought, the author is also recognising foe vital role of the 
Christian Arabs in the history and development of the areal* 
The survival of foe Christians over foe centuries must also 
be considered as yet another achievement of the tolerant, 
really accepting great mosaic culture of Islam. 

Definitely a major contribution to the dialogue between 
religions, cultures and civilisations, the book attests to the 
fact that the author’s theology is as well-honed and sensi- 
tive as his political acumen. 

Prof. Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


Israel, PLO on verge of deal 

(Continued from page 1) 


the signing of the West Bank 
accord and another 1,000 on 
foe eve of elections. 

The Palestinians demand 
that all detainees be released, 
but Israel said it will not free 
those convicted of killing 
Israelis. 

Abu Medetn, the Palesti- 
nian justice minister, also 
said the Palestinians were not 
yet satisfied with all the 


arrangements for Hebron. 

Another unresolved issue, 
left over from last year's talks 
on foe first stage of auton- 
omy, is foe size of the PLO- 
run West Bank enclave of 
Jericho. 

Officials have said that if 
the agreement is concluded 
Saturday, the two sides could 
formally sign it at foe White 
House on Thursday. 


Save water.. .tvery 
drop counts 
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Asia sees dollar volatile but strengthening I Egyptian brokers sceptical 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
dollar looks likely 10 stay 
volatile against the yen in the 
short term, but the overall 
"trend towards a weaker yen 
bodes well for most Asian 
nations, analysts in the region 
said Friday. 

The dollar's roller-coaster 
ride up to 104.70. yen, the 
plunge down to 97.10 and 
then the partial recovery to 
around the psychological 100 
yen mark in the past three 
days is part of a process 
which is likely to continue, 
they said. 

“I think it will be a while 
until this volatility goes 
away." said Stephen 
Roberts, the chief economist 
at UBS Australia in Sydney. 

“You can keep intervening 
on the foreign exchange mar- 
ket and, slowly but surely, 
they can probably work the 
yen to a better level, but that 
is going to be a very volatile 
process.” he said. 

Analysts said Japan's 
announcement of a 14.22 tril- 
lion yen (S136 billion) econo- 
mic stimulus package 
Wednesday was the trigger 
for the volatility, with the 
dollar rising to 104.70 yen in 
anticipation on . Tuesday 
evening in New York. 

But the dollar began slid- 
ing after the announcement 
of the package, as the Bank 
of Japan (BOJ) did not fol- 
low up with strong interven- 
tion, they said. 

Still, the dollar has streng- 
thened considerably since it 
bottomed out at 79.75 yen on 
April 19. Analysts said the 
trend towards a stronger dol- 
lar appears to be on course 
despite the volatility. 

“Fundamentally, the 
strong dollar trend hasn't- 
changed, 110 yen isn’t out of 
the question, but it will take . 
quite a bit of time," said 
Manabu Nakagawa, invest- 
ment banking director at 
Bank of Nova Scotia in 
Tokyo. 

And that is good news for 
many Asian nations which 
have debt denominated in 
yen and reserves heavy in 
dollars. 

An economist with the 
People’s Bank of China, tbe 
central bank, said that when 
die yen rose it pushed up the 
.cost of China'.s debt repay- 
ments to the "Japanese gov- 
ernment and Japanese banks. 

“So the fall means a cut in 
the amount of repayment, 
but the level of the yen is still 
comparatively high,' 1 said the 
economist, who spoke oif 
condition of anonymity. 

Most of China’s foreign 
exchange earnings and fore- 
ign exchange reserves are in 
U.S. dollars, despite An in- 
creasing diversification be- 
cause of the foil of the dollar 
earlier this year. At the end 


of June, tbe reserves had 
reached $62.6 billion, official 
figures show. 

The Philippine central 
bank said the depreciation of 
the yen had reduced the dol- 
lar value of the country’s 
foreign debt by $3.4 billion to 
$11.68 billion on Sept. 19 
from $15,088 billion on April 
19, when tbe yen peaked 
against the dollar. 

About 30 per cent of the 
country's foreign debt is de- 
nominated in yen. But Liza 
Laig, an economsit at the 
private Centre for Research 
and Communication, said 
that would not boost foreign 
exchange reserves since loans 
denominated in yen would 
not actually be repaid for a 
number of years. 

“There's no immediate 
effect on our international 
reserves, since most of them 
have medium to long-term 
maturity,” Ms. Laig said. 

Sudradjat Djiwandono, In- 
donesia's central bank gov- 
ernor, said at a parliament 
hearing Thursday that the 
yen’s slide against the dollar 
was a positive development 
for the country, which has 'an 
estimated foreign debt of 
$100 billion. . 

But the strengthening of 
the dollar against the yen also 
causes it to rise against- the 
rupiah. 

"The market is psycholo- 
gical and seasonal. We have 
to know what the season now 
is,” said Fardi Kendy, treas- 
ury head of Mitsubishi Buana 
Bank in Jakarta. 

Economists in Kuala Lum- 
pur said the falling Japanese 
currency will relieve some 
pressure on Malaysia's 
burgeoning current account 
deficit, which has heightened 
fears of an overheating eco- 
nomy. 

Japan is Malaysia's biggest 
trading partner, accounting 
for 26/7 per cent of its total 
imports of 156 billion ringgit 
($62.4 billion) in 1994, the 
economists said. 

In Europe, German and 
French central bank chiefs 
fought to shore up the flag- 
ging dollar Friday and undo 
damage done by German Fi- 
nance Minister Theo Waigei 
in casting doubt on Europe's 
plans for a singje currency. 

Bundesbank. President 
Hans Tietmeyer said he cons- 
idered foreign exchange mar- 
ket movements of the last few 
days as clearly exaggerated. 

The dollar, which shed as 
much as five per cent of its 
value against the mark in two 
days, was undervalued, he 
said. 

“I see no change in fun- 
damental economic data 
compared to recent weeks," 
a Bundesbank spokesman 
quoted Mr. Tietmeyer as 
saying in an interview with a 


news agency. 

“The dollar seems to me to 
be clearly undervalued at 
present,'’ the spokesman 
quoted Mr. Tietmeyer as 
saying. 

Bank of France President 
Jean-Gaude Trichet said late 
Thursday in Frankfurt the 
U.S. dollar still had strong 
potential to rise against the 
mark and other currencies. 

Mr. Waigei unleashed poli- 
tical outrage and market tur- 
moil Wednesday when he 
was reported telling a par- 
liamentary committee that 
Italy would be unable to whip 
its finances into shape in time 
to be among the first coun- 
tries adopting a single Euro- 
pean currency. 

The comments, from a par- 
liamentary summary which 
Mr. Waigei said was unau- 
thorised. sent the lira as well 
as the dollar tumbling and 
threw European bond mar- 
kets into turmoil. 

Mr. Waigei, who would 
neither deny nor confirm 
making the comments, tried 
Friday to make good by lend- 


ing his hand to repairing the 
damage. 

“I'm quite sure that the 
furore which arose from the 
somewhat unfortunate in- 
formation policy of the par- 
liament — not the govern- 
ment — will subside,” Mr. 
Waigei said. 

The Bundesbank, seen as 
displeased by the dollar's 
sudden plunge, lost no time 
in coming to the dollar’s res- 
cue. 

“I’m convinced that the 
markets will soon return to a 
more appropriate valuation,” 
the spokesman cited Mr. 
Tietmeyer as saying. 

Economists said the Bun- 
desbank was undoubtedly 
better served by a dollar 
nearer 1.50 marks, where it 
started the week, than near 
1.40. 

The dollar was just above 
1.42 marks by the middle of 
the European day on Friday. 

“Tietmeyer is trying, speci- 
fically with dollar/mark, to 
repair this drop," said Tho- 
mas Mayer, an economist at 
Goldman Sachs in Frankfurt. 

“The Bundesbank would 


certainly like to have the 
dollar higher — probably 
where it was before this drop, 
near 1.50.” 

The Bundesbank has little 
to fear from a slight streng- 
thening of the dollar given 
the mild inflation outlook in 
Germany. A stronger dollar* 
would alleviate pressure on 
German exporters, econom- 
ists said. 

Trance's Trichet took a 
similar tack, saying: “I see 
the U.S. dollar still has 
potential against the yen and 
the European currencies.” 

But Mr. Trichet stuck by 
Germany in reinforcing the 
importance of strict com- 
pliance with the Maastricht 
treaty, which lays down eco- 
nomic criteria that EU coun- 
tries must meet before they 
can gprtitipate in a single- 
currency by 1999. 

“I share the view that it 
would not be appropriate for 
economies that are not pre- 
pared to enter EMU (econo- 
mic and monetary union),” 
Mr. Trichet said, referring to 
the start of the project.- 


about privatisation 


Report: Up to 145m Asian , Indian 
children forced into slave labour 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
More than 100 million Asian 
and Indian children — some 
as young as four years old — are 
trapped and tortured, making 
products for Western con- 
sumers, an Australian anti- 
slavery group has said. 

The Anti-Slavery Society 
said that between 104 million 
and 146 million children, 
most in India, are making car 
parts, jewelry, clothing, toys, 
food, fireworks, chemicals 
and other goods under 
appalling conditions. 

“The punishments meted 
out to these children by their 
owners defy description,” 
said Paul Bravendsr-Coyle, 
spokesman for the 
Melbourne-based group. 
“They have been burned, 
branded with red-hot irons, 
starved, whipped, chained 
up, raped and kept locked in 
cupboards fordays on end.” 

Other nations cited by the 
group for- tolerating slave 
labour were Nepal, Bang- 
ladesh, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
China, Thailand, the Philip- 
pines and Sri Lanka. 

Last week, Indian Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao announced his govern- 
ment's plan to remove two 
million children “from hazar- 
dous occupations” by the 
year 2000. 

The Anti-Slavery Society, 
a lobbying group devoted to 


ending the exploitation of 
child labour, estimates that 
between 73 and 115 million 
children are slave labourers 
in India. 

Child labourers, Mr. 
Bravender-Co y 1 e said, gener- 
ally worked from 6 a.m. to 
midnight, had no regular 
meal breaks and were beaten 
for spending longer than 
three minutes in stencb- 
ridden toilets. 

“In most of these seatshops 
children are forced to eat, 
sleep and work in the same 
stuffy, overcrowded room,” 
Mr. Bravender-Coyle said. 
Doors and windows would be 
locked or barred to prevent 
escape, he said. 

The Anti-Slavery Society 
does not immediately reveal 
tiie names of companies its 
investigations link to goods 


made by child slave labour- 
ers, Mr. Bravender-Coyle 
said. 

Many companies, he said, 
are unaware how their over- 
seas products are manufac- 
tured, and often cancel con- 
tracts when provided with 
evidence of child exploita- 
tion. 

Estimates from the Anti- 
Slavery Society in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, of the 
□umber of children in Asia 
and India forced into slave 
labour: 

India — between 73 and 
115 million. 

Pakistan — 8 milli on 
Nepal — 5.7 milli on 
Philippines — 5.5 million 
China — 5 million 
Bangladesh — 2.8 millioD 
Indonesia — 2.4 million 
Thailand — 1.1 million 
Sri Lanka — 500,000 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
stockbrokers have said they 
were treating with caution 
the government’s latest 
promise to accelerate the 
slow-moving privatisation 
process. 

‘Til believe it when I see 
it,’’ two brokers said in un- 
ison, in response to news that 
tbe state will sell shares in 22 
public-sector companies 
starting in October. 

The privatisation program-, 
me has been in abeyance 
throughout the Egyptian 
summer after the disastrous 
response to tbe sale of shares 
‘ in real estate firm Heliopolis 
Housing and Development 

Public Sector Minister Atef 
Obeid, the man in charge of 
the programme, said that the 
state would adjust the system 
to make it more attractive to 
small investors. 

He did not name the 22 
companies slated for sale and ■ 
his office did not respond to 
requests for more informa- 
tion. 

Tm sceptical just because 
there have been so many of 
these announcements in tbe 
past which have led to no- 
thing,” said the bead of one 
prominent brokerage. He 
asked not to see named. 

“Nobody takes any notice 
of these pronouncements any 
longer. We know of only one 
privatisation in the offing and 
beyond that it’s pure specula- 
tion,” said another. 

The second broker said he 
thought Mr. Obeid was trying 
to compensate for die im- 
pression he recently gave 
Western embassies that the 
government was not serious 
about privatisation. 

“I understand be told them 
that by privatisation Egypt 
meant manag ing the public 
sector with a private-sector 
mentality. They were rather 
taken aback.” he said. Diplo-. 
mats could not immediately 
confirm this account of the 


THE BETTER HALF. 

I GlASBEpOEM 


By Glasbergen 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Adjoin 
5 Fraudulent 
scheme 
9 Georgia — 
(Atlanta inst.) 

13 Discharges 

15 Nimbus 

16 Hairdo type 

17 To any extent 
13 Certain vessel 
20 Set free 

22 are red..." 

23 Sch. gps. 

24 Busy as — 

26 Did laundry 

29 Stubborn one 

30 Health resort 

33 A musketeer 

34 Exploded with 
suddenness 

36 College official 

37 Cupid's weapon 

38 High 

39 Strives 

41 “Lovely as — " 

42 “Rob — u 

43 Tax 

44 Seesaw 

45 Emerald Isle 

• 46 Farm building 
47 — Haute, lnd. 
50 Musical 
performances 
54 Mountain range 
in Italy 

57 Alvin of ballet 

58 Doggie treat 

59 Solitary 

60 “Death of a 
Salesman" 

character 

61 Consumes 

62 Tangle 

63 Govt, agent 

DOWN 

1 Distant 

2 Nibble 

3 River to the 
Caspian 

4 Bell's invention 

5 Strongboxes 

6 Coagulated part 
of milk 

7 Exist 

8 — tai (cocktail) 



“Are you not speaking to me because 
you’re angry or have my stunning 
good looks left you speechless?” 


Peanuts 


ALL RIGHT, 7 HOW 
iH0U> MUCH/ 5H0ULP 
IS 5XIO? 1 1 KNOW? 


Andy Cap 


© 1995 Tribune Media Services. Inc. 
All nghls reserved. 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved:. 
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9 Western resort 
lake 

10 Newts 

11 Indian 

12 — de combat 
14 Schedules 
19 Verdant 

21 Unhappy 

24 Cars 

25 Boast 

26 Certain bird 

27 “ — 'clock 
scholar" 

28 Questionable 

29 Gleeful 

30 Move suddenly 

31 Martinique 
volcano 

32 Austrian 
psychologist 

34 Herd 

35 Mindfulness 
37 State strongly 

40 Foreigner 

41 Antenna 

44 Tic — toe 

45 Sea eagles 
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WO MY WIFE DIDN'T 
HIT THgCfeLING 
WHEN I CAME HOME 
FROM THE RARTY! 


meeting. 

The programme began 
under the auspices of the. 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fond but the 
international institutions 
have less and less leverage 
over the direction of the 
Egyptian government’s eco- 
nomic pohey. 

In two years the state has 
sold shares in only a fraction 
of the more than 300 public- 
sector companies. In most 
cases it continues to hold a 
majority stake. 

Aladdin Saba of Hermes 
Financial said be welcomed 
Mr. Obeid’s announcement 
that partially privatised com- 
panies would hold their 
annual general meetings and 
declare their dividends in 
October, several months ear- 
lier than usual. 

“That’s important from my 
point of view because it will 
affect prices,” he told Reu- 
ters. 


“It does seem they wil] 
start again and maybe they 
will have learnt the lesson 
from the Heliopolis de ha- 
de.” he added. 

The problem with Heliopo. 
Iis was that the price was too 
high and the agents did not 

E remote them hard enough 
e said. The agents had aiv 
plications for only 30 per cent 
of the offering. 

Mr. Obeid said the new 
equity to be sold from Octo- 
ber onwards would be in 
small units, 10 to 20 pounds 
(S3 to $6) a share, to encour- 
age small investors. 

All brokers said they 
thought plenty of money was 
available to bay up new stock 
if confidence in the market 
recovered. 

Prices on the Egyptian; 
stock exchange have been" 
stagnant at 10-month lows 
and trading volume has been 
low for months. 


Israel sets timetable for 
natural gas supplies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel is hoping to sign 
a long-term natural gas supp- 
ly agreement with Egypt in 
15196, Israeli Energy Minister 
Gooen Segev has said. 

“If an agreement is signed 
next year men supplies could 
start reaching Israel in 1999,” 
Mr. Segev predicted. 

Last week the Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corp, 
Agjp of Italy and Amoco offi- 
cially expressed readiness to 
sell Israel natural gas. 

Energy ministry officials 
said that once an agreement 
is signed Israel will issue in- 
ternational tenders for the 
construction of a pipeline on 
its side of the border and will 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


GALEE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Min Argirion 


This way 


« 9SS Tittm Wadi 5*ntai. Inc 
NOvaflonaL 


“•? "O 

;O„0 


REDON 


LAPLOW 


FALOTA 


°o°o o°o 
® Q « 

V-° 


FI5H THAT PO 
THIS GET INTO 
TROUBLE 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer;! 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: ADMIT CABLE BUNKER YEARLY 
Answer What the instructor insisted the gymnast have 
for lunch — A BALANCED MEAL 


HOW ABOUT/ idHO 

6XZQ7 [CARE5? * 


HOW ABOUT/ ARE 
2X11? / YOU 
-{KIPPING? 


I HOPE THESE ( PO I 
AREN'T TOO/ LOOK 
HARP FOR(W5COURA6EP? 
^ YOU.. 




BUT I CAN INTRODUCE 
YOU TO SOMEONE WHO 
CAN— J 



select two companies for the 
distribution of gas within 
Israel. 

The cost of the pipeline, to 
be completed in 1998 or 1999, 
and a local distribution net- 
work is put at $500 million to 
$750 million. 

Israeli negotiators are cur- 
rently discussing the price 
with the Egyptians. No final 
agreement has been reached 
but Mr. Segev believes the 
price will be $2.50 per million 
BTU. 

Israel is looking to sign' a 
20-year agreement with 
Egypt for the supply for 2 l 5 
billion cubic metres of natu- 
ral gas annually — 70 per 
cent will be earmarked for 
use by the Israel Electric 
Corp. and the remainder by 
local industry. ■ - 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUN- 
DA AY, SEPTEMBER 24, 
1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation- 

■ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) If you take it easy this 
morning, you will find you 
can get much done later to- 
day, and you can be very 
efficient in the days ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Don't worry so much 
about a monetary affair this 
morning. Later today make 
your talents work like a 
charm. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You may awake feeling 
nervous, so do whatever will 
calm you down. Later today, 
you can be very happy at 
home with your loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Don't let some 
worry depress you this morn- 
ing. Later today visit with 
friends and relatives you like. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Steer clear of bigwigs today 
since they could be in an irate 
mood and get busy on per- 
sonal affairs. Plan how to 
make more money. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t rely on 
a friend to gain some persefa 
1 al aim, but go after it yoursea 
and get right results. Drive 
with care on the highway.. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You find it diffi- 
cult to get old and new ideas 
harmonised this morning. 
Late today you can plan more 
wisely on a new project. , 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t worry 
so much about something you 
can do little and go after 
personal wishes which are 
easy to attain. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Find- 
better ways of advancing in 
the outside world and dorv'f 
get miffed over some com- 
ment by an associate. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Forget that' 
m isunder s t andin g between Tai 
close tie and an outsider and; 
think about matters of plea- 
sure and have fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Your intuition 
is not working properly ten* 
day, so get out with friends, 
and enjoy amusements. Try* 
to please your mate. .f^. 

PISCES: (February 20 to* 
March 20) Don’t get involved ' 
in an disagreement between a/ 
family tie and an outsider'.'- 
Later today get assistance' 
elsewhere. 

Bixthstone of September: - 

Sapphire — ■ Lapis 1 j m li 
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— A review ■ 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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«i ' economic 
£*§ readjustment 
programme 

necs ,, n lhc r » 

lk c^hanuc A «,.** THE PALESTINIAN 
Snam .ii iiMnjJJ *■•■*. .National Authority will start 
J trading v.»| Unie r> j. . importing Iraqi oil through 

-■ lor months ■ Jordan as of next month, a 

top Palestinian official has 

j _said, adding that the supplies 

few "will be by tanks in the first 
m)i stage until the Jordanian- 

Iraqi oil pipeline is com- 
^DOllPC pleted. The official. (Fi- 

nance) Minister Mohammad • 

. „ Zuhdi Nashashibi, said that 

^P^'esfe. talks held with the U.S. 

ie , L n or gas * administration recently en- 

l " 'ded with a preliminary 

'he cost of the pmi approval from the U.S. to 
completed -./allow the areas under the 

1 a focal dismbiito ■* Palestinian self-rule to be 

rk is put at SmVi supplied with Iraqi oil despite 
iU million ^ • the sanctions imposed on 

■ Baghdad. Mr. Nashashibi re- 
srach negotiator > vealed that Palestinian-Israeli 

illy discussing tit- talks are currently underway 

h the Egyptians V .over supplying the Palesti- 
'cvnscni has been t i'nian self-rule areas with Iraqi 
! Mi. Sc go t>c1ier r 'oil. However. Mr. Nashashi- 
cc will he $2 ;6i stressed that the Palesti- 

V. ' nians were ready to import 

. . oil from other Arab countries 

srac, is ..vKinjjir , w hich he did not identify. 

- y r nr .i g r e c nta: : iThe official also revealed that 

yp. .or the supply. - the Palestinians are holding 
lion ctM« metre* consultations to obtain 
cas jir.rui.illv — s -Qatari natural gas. The 
il wal iv e.nma-.r -Qatari government has iry- 

: by the Uriel c .formed the Palestinian Au- 

f r and ;hc reir.ir: -thority of its approval but no 

•ii industn „time has been fixed tp start 

the project, he said (AI Rai). 

HOROSCOPE ☆☆ A complementary . 

, Dtl ta rn - ,- n economic readjustment prog-. 

-Iv vi PTVMWt 'i T amrne ’ 10 t* implemented 1 
^ ’between 1995 and 1998, is, 

1 * currently being readied byi 

Thorns:- ^ Yr the government which has" 
no etic ■ > ^ -discussed it with some inter- 

A national organisations. \ 
According to Planning Minis- I 
IIF.S: | M.ir» h .'1 w t -ter Rima Khalaf, the com- 
i H "\,m: c.,kt it ci*'- -plementary programme will 
I'tiing \ i'u -a ill fins- "be primarily based on raising 
1 * »-ci' iiiiu h «l« me Lur: -the level of the private sector 
mdi.H. can M -to be able to take a ftm- 
. ’ ' .... ,uj. damental role in the econo- 

lt1cn ‘ >" ' mic building process. Also to 

il'Kt'S: i . April 2d »■ be stressed. Dr. Khalaf said, 

I Don’: * ' will be to raise the efficiency 

nil .1 nvn«*i.io .iffc' ’ of the public sector to ensure 
lining. I .isc-T ti'Jjy 1 providmg an adequate invest- 
1 , r i’:ilc:ii' ">'U &' ment climate that would en- , 
, nn courage this sector to take on . 

-*i ip'. its control and supervision 
All IN I. i. ■ *, t role at the highest standard. 

I \t*u n .i’ ‘ • • . j)r. Khalaf pointed out that 

rviuis. M* *' ... th e government would con- 

m ^ ^ . centrate its effons during the 

u oil! lv %t • r coming four years on four 

me- *ith '•“ !I ^ areas. 
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-trtf REACTING TO the 
work suspension by the Arab 
Company for Manufacturing 
Sanitary Paper, the Ministry 
of Supply put the blame on 
the companies which have 
not submitted customs docu- 
ments to prove higher raw 
materials costs. The ministry 
said its studies to amend price 
of second grade sanitary pap- 
er would be completed by the 
of this month and re- 
jected the company's work 
suspension as 1 a move to 
pressure the ministry. The 
Company, for its part, said 
the ministry was not telling 
the truth as the companies 
involved in manufacturing 
Sanitary paper were only four 
and that only one-of them did 
not provide the ministry with 
ihe required documents. The 
Company that suspended op- 
nrations manufactures the 
“Soft" brand (AI Ra'i). 

• 

** THE CRIMINAL court 


ihe outside Prosecution. The court found 

uct imried , former Chairman Moham- 

iticiii b> 1,1 ' ,V .vn’K" JJad Nazzal Armouti. former 
«*APRlCt> K>: ‘ l K 1 n«c |ttr i S Cneral . Manager Adnan 
: ; j miun - m / and Nabil Kanaan. 

' a ™ rm CT senior official, not 

T , ind 't > ^ ^ which were 

S b.H- (AI Ra’i). 

MtC CENTRAL Traf- 

jMJUAR* 1 ■ \ Yi ,ul Committee has invited all 

fchnia’ <v . • . wish to- participate in 

is not wot * { ^ Stabhshing a public share* 

.lav. >*' «ius e01t ’ n transport company to 

Hid cm* ,v Jf^rote passenger buses’ ser- 

n> plcnsc ' JfV *\5 ^.between Jordan and' 
M«iCES: 10 a PPly to the traffic 

fi' -i, ’ll) D* 111 ■« * fecI 9 rate a * the Ministry of 

The company 

; n U c and sS gj0 Aould have a capital no less 
| a ” M ..,ja' t 411 ^5 million. Last date 

£S*W . ^^R^t 815001 ' 1995 
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A new Holiday Inn 
hotel in Amman 


Mohammad Honrani (left) managing director of Al-Sharq 
Investment Projects Co. and Michael Karam, Holiday Inn’s 
regional manager for the Middle East, signing the agree- 
ment. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Sept. 19, 1995. the agreement for 
the management of a new four-star hotel to be established, 
in Amman was signed between Holiday Inn. Worldwide 
and Al-Sharq Hotels and Tourism Projects Co.. W.L.L., 
which is one of .the subsidiaries of its holding company 
Al-Sharq Investment Projects Co. (SIP). The agreement 
was signed at SIP’s offices by its managing director, Mr. 
Mohammad Hourani and Mr. Michael Karam, Holiday's 
Inn's regional manager for the Middle East. 

The Amman Holiday Inn Hotel is currently at the design 
stage by a consortium of Jordanian architects (Jafar Tokan 
& Associates) and Austrian architects- (Adi! Lari & 
Associates). It consists of 206 rooms and suites, restaurants 
and other supporting facilities in addition to a multipurpose 
hall for 600 people, at an estimated cost of JD 10 million , 
($14 million). The 22 donum site purchased for Amman 
Holiday Inn Hotel is located at Madina St. in Tla'a Ali. 
West Amman, and it is planned that the hotel will be 
operational by end 1997. The hotel represents the first 
place of this development project and the second phase will 
comprise of luxury apartments and a country club. 

It is worth mentioning that the hotel project has been 
classified by the authorities as an economically endorsed 
project, and accordingly it will be exempted from taxes for 
five years starting from the date of its operation, and all 
imported items arid equipment will not be subjected to the 
import tax. 

The holding company AI Sharq Investment Projects Co. 
(SIP) is a public shareholding company with a paid up 
capital of JD 9 million ($13 million) and has other 
investments totalling JD 1.5 million included participation 
in establishing Jordan Export and Financing Bank and 
various industrial projects and properties within Jordan. 


Reuters to hold seminar 
on risk management 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Reuters, rfie world news and informar 
tion agency, is to hold a seminar on risk management at the 
InterArab Cambist Association's (ICA's) annual confer- 
ence in Amman this week. 

It will be the first time that a seminar has been included 
in what is the premier gathering for Arab foreign exchange 
dealers. The InterArab Cambist Association “ will hold its 
21st annual conference at the InterContinental Hotel from 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 1. 

Over 300 foreign exchange dealers from leading Arab 
and foreign banks will attend the conference, to be held 
under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Hassan. The 
conference is sponsored by the Jordan Investment and 
Finance Bank (JIF). 

Mr. Jamal Fariz. JIF Bank assistant genera/ manager and 
ICA executive committee member, said the conference and 
seminar will strengthen relations between Arab dealers and 
their counterparts in the international markets, and will 
also contribute to the exchange of information on the latest 
financial instruments and financial market developments. 

Finance Minister Basil Jardaneh will address the confer- 
ence on latest developments in the Jordanian economy, 
and the chief dealer of the Bank of England will also speak 
at the meeting. 

Jeremy Toye. Reuters manager for East Mediterranean 
and North Africa, said risk management is a major 
preoccupation for the world financial industry, and Reuters 
is keen to help its clients in achieving their objectives. This 
seminar should help provide some assistance in this goal. 


VISA DAY IN JORDAN 

AMMAN — VISA International, the world’s CTedit car 
leader, is conducting a special "VISA Day" for the 
member banks of VISA in Jordan today. _ . 

Up to the present day, ten Jordanian banks have joined 
VISA as principal, associate and participant members. 
VISA management believes that there is great potential for 
growth within the card business since VISA has a range of 
products which may be utilised by banks tailored to their 
needs and requirements. VISA products range from the 
premier, classic and international cards, while electron 
cards and smart card specifications have been standardised. 

The purpose of VISA Day is to allow the banks to 
further interact with the products, enabling them to .work 
on enhancing theiT card business utilising ATM’s, POS, 
and connecting their networks with the VISANET. Forty 
participants will attend VISA Day including senior and 
middle management. 


Saudi banks performing better in 9 95 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi banks made higher 
profits in the first half of 1995 
and are expected to perform 
better, through the year de- 
spite higher expenses and 
lower government spending, 
bankers have said. 

But the 12 commercial 
banks in the world’s leading 
oil producer and exporter are 
unlikely to achieve similar 
results in 1993 when their net 
earnings hit a record 5.13 
billion Saudi riyals ($1.36 bil- 
lion), the bankers said. 

Most of the banks which 
have released semi-annual re- 
sults have reported higher 
profits for the first half of 
1995 compared to the same 
period of 1994 due to an 
increase in income from in- 
terest and securities. 

"The banks generally per- 
formed better in the first half 
of 1995. You can say their net 
profits for the whole of the 
year will be slightly higher 
than their 1994 earnings of 
around 4.83 billion riyals 
($1.28 billion), Saudi banker 
told AFP by telephone. 

"The better performance is 
because of a rise in lending 
activity and a growth in in- 
terest income and earnings 
from investment and trading 


securities,” he pointed out. 

A study by Henry Azzam, 
chief economist at the 
National Commercial Bank 
(NCB), showed net income 
of the banks increased by 
around 5.4 per cent in the 
first half of 1995 compared 
with the same period of 1994. 
The figures do not cover 
NCB. which does not release 
semi-annual results. 

Income from interest 
surged by 45.6 per cent to 
5.34 billion riyals ($1.42 bil- 
lion) m the first half of 1995 
from 3.66 trillion riyals ($976 
million) in the first half of 
1994. 

Earnings from investment 
securities rose by 6.8 per cent 
and those from trading secur- 
ities jumped by 652.9 per 
cent in die same period. 

The banks recorded higher 
net profits although interest 
expenses soared to around 
4.64 billion riyals ($1.23 bil- 
lion) from 2.85 billion riyals 
($760 million). Staff costs 
also rose to 1.25 billion riyals 
($333 million) from around 
1.21 billion riyals ($322 mil- 
lion). 

Seven banks which have 
disclosed their first-half re- 
sults recorded an increase of 
around 13 per cent in net 
profits to 1.67 billion riyals 


AT and T giant 
announces its breakup 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World telecom giant AT and 
T has abandoned the idea 
that “big is beautiful” and 
stunned markets by announc- 
ing it will split into three 
companies, arguably the big- 
gest corporate breakup in 
U.S. history. 

The new publicly-traded 
companies will deal with' 
communications, com- 
munications equipment and 
computing respectively. 

“Changes in customer 
needs, technology and public 
policy are radically trans- 
forming our industry,” said 
AT and T chairman Robert 
Allen, seeking to explain the 
reason for the move. 

The AT and T board,' 
which bad been considering 
the move since last spring, 
approv'e'cf the breakup at a 
special meeting early 
Wednesday. 

Based on the company’s 
size with annual revenues of 
more than $67 billion the 
corporate breakup ranks as 
the biggest. 

"AT and T is reinventing 
itself once again," Mr. Allen 
hold a news conference. 

"This restructuring of AT 
and T is the next logical turn 
in our journey since divesti- 
ture," he said, speaking of 
the company’s 1984 breakup 
when the government forced 
it to sell some of its assets. 


ending its telephone 
monopoly and creating seven 
regional companies, known 
as the “Baby Bells." 

To take advantage of 
growth in the industry — 
which be put at $3 trillion 
over the next decade — AT 
and T had to transform itself 
into “smaller and more focus- 
sed industries,” Mr. Allen 
said. 

The restructuring also 
comes as a result of the com- 
pany's failure to combine its 
communications business 
with computing technology, 
according to analysts. 

In 1981, AT and T bought 
NCR Corp. for $7.5 billion in 
a bid to enter the computer- 
business', but the company’s 
-Global Information Solutions 
division — which ran the 
former NCR — has failed to 
generate enough revenues. 

The division will now shed 
some 8,500 jobs, about 20 per 
cent of its staff and stop 
production of personal com- 
puters. 

AT and T did not say how 
many jobs in total would be 
lost as a result of the reorga- 
nisation among its 303, 000 
employees. 

AT and T also announced 
it would be selling off its 
financial subsidiary, AT and 
T Capital Corp. 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Jn Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for •. 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 

RENT A CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 


J A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 


^^^HPlal.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FUAT .O. TEL 
j »jc,h d an d -tvyi 

v -1 * ifj**** . 

863944 - 816690 


ceown 


OLYMPIC SIZE 1 
SWIMMING POOL" 


Shmeiscmi 
Tei mm 


AVIS . 

RENTACAR 


•vmcm ■ 

1 HEAOH CLUB ; 

TEL 7581 r j 


mumojomm 605843*690157 
RADIO & TV STATION ML 


King Abdullah Gardens 
{ Tel. 699420 
816499 


Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

□rand Unfurnished S. 

W hm 

^Villas apartments ^ 
oand office Space <5 

CC EC 

0T0 Suit -ail Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


($445 million) from 1.47 bil- 
lion riyals ($392 million). 

They are AI Rajhi, Riyadh 
Bank, Saudi-Catro, Saudi- 
. British Bank, Saudi Invest- 
ment Bank, Saudi-Freuch 
and United Saudi Bank. 
Around 21.1 per cent of the 
profits were made by AJ Ra- 
jhi while 20.9 per cent were 
made by Riyadh Bank. 

“There is more borrowing 
by tbe private and public 
sectors,” one banker said. 
“This -shows there is an up- 
surge in economic activity de- 
spite lower government ex- 
penditure. Such a develop- 
ment indicates the private 


sector is depending more on 
itself than on the government 
was the case before.” 

By the end of the first half 
of 1995, bank loans to the 
public and private sector 
totalled 111.7 billion riyals 
($29.7 billion) while deposits 
increased by 2.1 per cent to 

175.4 billion riyals ($46.7 bil- 
lion) from around 171.7 bil- 
lion riyals ($54.78 billion) at 
tbe end of 1994. 

Their -assets also grew by 

2.4 per cent to nearly 268.5 
billion riyals ($71.6 billion) 
from 262.1 billion riyals 
($69.8 billion). 

Shareholders equities. 


ivhicb cover tbe capital and 
provisions, have also surged 
over the past few years as 
several banks boosted capital 
after the government decided 
to put restrictions on credits 
to avert any bank crisis. 

From nearly 12.4 billion 
riyals ($3.3 billion) in 1992, 
the capital of the country's 12 
commercial banks surged to 
28.9 billion riyals ($7.72 bil- 
lion) in 1993 and 33 billion 
riyals ($8.8 biUion) m 1994. 

The biggest increase came 
from NCB, which boosted 
capital from only 30 million 
riyals ($8 million) to six bil- 
lion riyals ($1.6 billion). 
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Former world title contender Joe Bugner (right) 
punches his opponent Vince Cervi during the Austra- 
lian heavyweight title fight in the Gold Coast. Bugner 


making a comeback to the ring after an absence of 
eight years, won the Australian heavyweight crown at 
the age of 45 (Reuter photo) 


Bugner makes winning 
comeback after eight years 


GOLD COAST, Australia 
(AP) — Joe Bugner made an 
impressive and victorious 
comeback to boxing after an 
eight-year absence Friday, 
scoring a 12-round unani- 
mous points decision over 
Vince Cervi to win the Au- 
stralian heavyweight title. 

Bugner. a 45-year-old 
grandfather, added the Au- - 
stralian title to the British. 
Commonwealth and Euro- 
pean Titles he had previously 
won in a professional career 
spanning 27 years. 

Cheered on by a vociferous 
crowd in his adopted home- 
town. Bugner used his left 
jab and right cross to good 
effect and held off a brief 
lOth-round rally from Cervi 
to win by scores of 119-109, 
119-111 and 117-111. 


former Hollywood actor then 
hugged his wife Marlene. 

Bugner conceded IS years 
to Cervi, but had a consider- 
able weight advantage. He 
scaled 117.5 kilogrammes, 
while Cervi weighed in at 98 
kilogrammes. 

Bugner showed surprising 
hand speed and a lack of 
rustiness. but did not have 
the power to halt his muscu- 
lar opponent. 

“The master showed the 
boy,” Bugner said after the 
bout. “Vince was a very 
tough and very courageous 
.fighter, but I showed that 
someone who is in his 40s is 
not too old.” 

It was Bugner’s first fight 
since a brief four-fight com- 


Bugner finished surprising- 
ly fresh, dominating the final 
round as he landed some 
clubbing blowg- He threw his 
hands to the ai. in triumph as 
the near sellout 3.500 crowd 
at the Carrara Stadium 
changed “Joe, Joe, Joe,” the 


eback eight years ago, which 
ended when he was stopped 


ended when he was stopped 
in London by Frank Bruno, 
who currently holds the 
World Boxing Council title. 
Bugner has said he hopes 


to cap his latest comeback by 
fighting either Bruno or fel- 
low veteran George Fore- 
man. 


“I hope George will now 
seriously consider fighting 
me.” Bugner said. “I was 
very pleased with the way I 
went tonight because I knew 
how hard Vince can punch. 

“I always felt very comfort- 
able. He could have been 
dangerous, but I wouldn't 
allow him to settle. Very few 
fighter have an answer to my 
jab — and he didn't.” 
Bugner said he was dis- 
appointed not to win by 
knockout, but delighted with 
his form and fitness. 

“When you are 45 years 
old, you don’t mess around 
with a kid who can punch like 
he could,” he said. "I had to 
use my gray matter and not 
mix it with him.” 

Bugner. who twice lasted 
the distance with Muhammad 
Ali and once with Joe Frazier 
during his career, has been 
stopped only, twice as a .pro- 
fessional and" never was trou- 


bled by Cervi s walk-up style. 
He improved his record to 


He improved his record to 
62-12-1. 

Hungarian-born Bugner. 


who has lived in Australia for 
the past decade, has admitted 
his comeback is fuelled by 
financial problems. 

“I have had well-publicised 
financial difficulties, but that 
is not the only reason for my 
comeback.” Bugner said. “1 
have also been inspired by 
what George Foreman has 
achieved at a similar age to 
mine. 

“1 wanted to prove some- 
thing to the world by winning 
this title. I'm very proud of 
being Australian champion. 
It is something no-one can 
take away from me. 

“I don't think people real- 
ised how good I still am. 
They doubted me. But I nev- 
er doubted myself." 

Cervi, a 27-year-old from 
Melbourne, was cut above 
the left eye in the second 
round, but Bugner was un- 
able to capitalise on the in- 
jury as the fight progressed. 

The loss saw Cervi's record 
dip to 8-4-2. Seven of his 
eight wins had come by 
knockout. 


Coulthard takes pole 
position in Portugal 


ESTORIL. Portugal (R) — 
David Coulthard grabbed his 
second pole position in suc- 
cessive races on Saturday 
when he outstripped his Wil- 
liams teammate and fellow 
Briton Damon Hill in final 


qualifying for Sunday's Por- 
tuguese Grand Prix. 

The 24-year-old Scot, pick- 
ing up where he left off at the 
Italian Grand Prix two weeks 
ago, showed he intends to do 
all he can to grab his first win 
for Williams before leaving 
the team at the end of the 
year. 


Ferrari. This was unexpected 
because the rules of Formula 
One have been changed to 
reduce the speed of the cars. 

Coulthard predicted a diffi- 
cult race because of the prob- 
lems in finding places to over- 
take. 

He also said he intended to 
win and did not expect there 


to be any team orders to 
allow Hill through because of 
the championship position. 

Schumacher, who leads the 
drivers’ standings by 66 
points to Hill’s 51, com- 
plained that his car was simp- 
ly not fast enough to have 
challenged for pole. 

“I was right on the limit 


and there was no point in me 
doing any more." the Ger- 
man said. “But we made 
some changes and I went out 
again. The changes were a 
help but they did not do 
enough for me and, to be 
honest, on a circuit like this 
my car never feels good. It is 
a struggle.” 
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DAVIS CUP ROUNDUP 


Germany takes 2-0 lead over Russia 

•> In omiin ivld 


LONDON (AP) — Boris 
Becker and Michael Stich got 
Germany off to a 2-0 lead 
Friday in the Davis Cup semi- 
final against Russia. 

Andrei Chesnokov. a clay- 
court specialist and 12-year 
Davis Cup veteran, thrilled 
an Olympic stadium capacity 
crowd of 10,1)00 in Moscow 
by taking the first set before 
Becker prevailed. 6-7 (4-7). 
6-3, 7-6 (7-3). 7-5. 

Stich then downed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 6-1, 4-6, 
6-3. 6-4. 

Becker also had to endure 
the Russians' overwatering of 
the court, which delayed the 
start of the match by more 
than an hour and left the 
surface slower than usual and 
to Chesnokov 's liking. 

Becker, ranked No. 4 in 
.the world, overcame sloppy 
play and repeated errors be- 
fore beating the 59th-ranked 
Chesnokov in a match that 
lasted three hours. 38 mi- 
nutes. “I was kind of shocked 
to see a surface that had very 
little to do with the one we 
trained on this week.” Beck- 
er said. “I couldn't believe 
they were able to change is so 
much over 24 hours.” 

In group qualifying match- 
es for 1996, the Czech Re- 
public and Switzerland got 
off to 2-0 leads after winning 


their first two singles match- 
es. In two other group quali- 
fiers, India was tied 1-1 with 
Croatia, and Hungary and 
Australia also split the first 
two matches. 

United States 2, Sweden 0 

In Las Vegas. Pete Sam- 
pras and Andre Agassi were 
victorious to give the United 
States a 2-0 lead over 
Sweden. Sampras defeated 
Thomas Enqvist 6-3, 6-4, 3-6. 
6-3 before Agassi stopped 
Mats Wilander 7-6. 6-2. 6-2. 


No. 1 Brett Steven 7-6 (7-2). 
6-4. 6-4 in the opening sing- 
les. 

Rosset, the Olympic cham- 
pion, then trounced inexperi- 
enced Steven Downs 6-2. 6-4. 
6-1 in the second singles to 
give Switzerland a comman- 
ding lead going into Satur- 
day's doubles. 


In group relegation 
and promotion matches 


Israel 3, Slovenia 0 


India 2, Croatia 1 


Czech Republic 2, Zimbabwe 0 


In Prague, Petr Korda beat 
Zimbabwe’s Wayne Black in 
five sets and Bohdan 
Ulihrach disposed by Byron 
Black in straight sets to give 
the Czech Republic a 2-0 lead 
over Zimbabwe. 

Korda defeated Black 4-6, 
7-5, 6-3, 2-6. 6-4 and 
Ulihrach defeated Byron 
Black of Zimbabwe 6-3, 6-4. 
6 - 1 . 


In New Delhi, riding on 
Goran Ivanisevic’s giant 
serve. Croatia pulled even 
with India at 1-1. India's 
Leander Paes won the opener 
against Sasa Hirszon 6-3. 6-3, 
6-4. Ivanisevic then defeated 
Mahesh Bhupathi 6-4, 6-4, 
6-4 on a slippery grass court. 
Later India won doubles to 
lead 2-1 over Croatia. Lean- 
der Paes and Mahesh Bhu- 
pathi downed Ivanisevic and 
Hirszon 4-6, 7-5. 6-3. 7-6 
(7-3) in two hours and 45 
minutes. 


Israel advanced after de- 
feating Slovenia in the first 
three matches when the dou- 
bles team of Gilad Bloom 
and Noam Behr downed 
Slovenia’s Jaka Bozic and 
Ziga Janskovec 7-5, 7-6, 6-1. 
On Thursday. Eyal Ran defe- 
ated Borut Urh 6-1, 6-3, 6-4, 
and Hyal Erlich outlasted 
Itzok Bozic 4-6. 6-4, 6-3, 5-7, 
6-4. 


Taiwan 2, Hong Kong 0 


Australia 1, Hungary 1 


Taiwan took a 2-0 lead 
over Hong Kong. Taiwan's 
Tsai Chia-Yen beat Hong 
Kong’s top player, Sven 
Koehler, 6-3. 2-6. 6-4, 6-3 in 
the first match, and Taiwan's 
top player, Chen Chin-Jung, 
defeated Hong Kong’s Thor- 
sten Poelzl 6-6 (7-5), 4-6, 3-6. 
6-4, 6-1. 


Switzerland 2, New Zealand 0 


In Hamilton, Jakob Hlasek 
and Marc Rosset swept to 
straight set victories over 
New Zealand, Hlasek, a 30- 
year-old veteran, gave the 
Swiss a key advantage when 
he defeated New Zealand 


In Budapest, Mark Philip- 
poussis of Australia beat 
Hungary's Sandor Noszaly in 
three straight sets 6-1, 6-2, 
6-3. Hungary's Jozsef Krocfr- 
ko came back to beat Todd 
Woodbridge, Australia, 5-7, 
6-2. 6-3. 6-1. 


Romania 2 , Portugal 0 

Romania took a 2-0 edge 
over Portugal. Adrian 
Voinea of Romania defeated 
Emanuel Couto 6-2, 6-2, 6-\. 
and Dinu Pescanu won over 
Joao Cunha E Silva, Portug- 
al, 6-1, 6-1. 6-2. 


Tunisian boxers crowned Africa games kings 


CHITUNGWIZA, Zim- 
babwe (R) — Tunisia’s box- 
ers resisted strong challenges 
from South Africa. Kenya, 
and Egypt on Friday as they 
were crowned champions of 
the All Africa Games. 

Tunisia won three gold 
medals, one more than 
Kenya and South Africa. 
Mauritius, Egypt, Tanzania, 
Algeria and former cham- 
pions Nigeria won one gold 
each. 

“We had a strong team 
wbich did a good job. We are 
on the right track in prepar- 
ing for Atlanta (Olympics},” 
said Arfaoui Khemaies, 
coach and manager of Tuni- 
sia. 

“We expected four golds 
(from four boxers) and got 
three. That also shows that 
our team is still relatively 


inexperienced and will need 
to train even better,” he 
added. 

The .light-middleweight 
bout was the shortest of the 
evening, Marmouri Salah of 
Tunisia knocking out rival 
Cadeau of the Seychelles 
with his first blow, a thunder- 
ous straight right to the jaw. 

Kenya’s Commonwealth 
heavyweight champion Omar 
Ahmed took a leaf from 
Salah 's book, forcing Alge- 
rian Nedjadi Belahouel to his 
knees with a stunning com- 
bination of crosses. The 
Algerian's corner threw in 
the towel after 65 seconds. 

The super-heavyweight 
‘contest between gold winner 
Duncan Dokiwari of Nigeria 
and Ghanaian Liadi Al Has- 
san lasted two minutes, Dolri- 
wari pounding his rival’s 


body and following up with 
jabs and stinging hooks. 

Grudge-matches between 
South African and Egyptian 
boxers bad fans complaining 
loudly about the judging. 

First, South African light- 
flyweight Masebulele Make- 
pula appeared to have lost 
the initiative to Egyptian 
Mohammed Ali but ended up 
with the gold. 

Then when South African 
Philip Ndou seemed to have 
dearly won the featherweight 
bout, the verdict favoured 
Egyptian Salih Abdelgaiy. 

In results that emphasised 
technique rather than brute 
strength, flyweight Sunee 
Richard of Mauritius upset 
Boniface Mukuka of Zambia, 
Kenyan welterweight Evans 
Ashira lost to Tunisian Cha- 
fer Kamel and Algerian mid- 


dleweight Bahari Mohamed 
won a points derision over 
Namibian Sackey Shivote. 

The losers of those bouts 
appeared stronger and kept 
charging in heavily, often 
landing solid punches, but 
the apparently weaker oppo- 
nents built good points leads. 


Bantamweight Kalai Riadh 
had earlier opened Tunisia's 
gold hunt with a points win 
over limping Nigerian 
Kehmde Aweda. 

In other results. South 
African lightweight Irwin 
Buhlalu beat Zambia’s Denis 
Zimba, Tanzanian light- 
welterweight Haji Matumla 
outpointed Guinea's 
Aboubacar Diallo and Ke- 
nyan light-heavyweight Peter 
Odhiambo beat Cameroon’s 
Mbongo Paul, also on points. 


Ali returns to site of defeat of Liston 


LEWISTON. Maine (AP) — 
Muhammad Ah returned Fri- 


Mnhammad Ah returned Fri- 
day to the site of one of his 
most famous and controver- 
sial victories to join in this 
central Maine city's bicenten- 
nial celebration. 

Ah drew cheers from about 
200 people attending a 
bicentennial banquet prior to 
appearing at ringside during a 
six-bout boxing show at the 
central Maine civic centre. 

The arena, then known as 
the central Maine Yonth 
Centre, was the setting for 
Ali’s first-round knockout of 
Sonny Liston in a 
heavyweight championship 
fight on May 25, 1965. 


In the first defense of die 
tide he wrested from Liston 
15 months earlier, Ali ended 
the bout with a right that 
sceptics labelled the “phan- 
tom punch." 

Ah’s eyes lit op Friday 
when master of ceremonies 
Bruce Giasier recited a poem 
dial Ah, then known as Cas- 
sius Clay, wrote before the 


bout that predicted a “total 
eclipse of the Sonny.” 

Although his speech has 
been slowed by Parkinson's 
syndrome. Ah demonstrated 
that he has not lost his sense 
of humour. 

After receiving a gold pan 
as a gift from Lewiston 
Mayor John Jenkins, die 53- 
year-old former champ quip- 


ped, “I come all the way to 
Maine, and this is all I get?” 
Besides the so-called 
“phantom punch,” Ali’s title 
defence against Liston is re- 
membered for referee Jersey 
Joe Walcott’s mishandled 
count and singer Robert 
Goulet’s mangling of the 
words of . the national 
anthem. 


Greeks praise 
UEFA ban on 
Dynamo 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAAIF 
&TANNAH MRSCH 
CTIBM ntm IMb Swum*. Inc. 


He moved to the top of the 
time sheets midway through 
the hour-long session, run in 
hot sunshine, and then im- 
proved his time on his second 
run to leave Hill trailing in his 
efforts to keep pace. 

Hill, who needs victory in 
the 71-lap race on the twist- 
ing but fast Estoril track to 
keep alive his championship 
challenge, ended up second- 
fastest and will share the 
front row of the grid with his 
teammate. 



Svft&JP-jF' - ■■ 








Coulthard’s lap time of one 
minute 20.537 seconds was 
four-tenths of a second faster 
than Hill’s. Defending world 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher, driving a Benetton, 
was unable to mount a se- 
rious bid for the front row 
and ended up in third place. 

For Coulthard. it was his 
third pole position of the 
season and he will go into the 
race keen to record his first 








His lap time was. asto- 
nishingly, one-tengh of a 
second faster than the pole 
time set for last year’s race by 
Austrian Gerhard Berger in a 










British Formula One driver Damon Hill, driving his Williams Renault, during the first 
at the Estoril race track (Reuter photo) 


qualifying session 


ATHENS (R) — Greek dub 
Panathinaikos on Friday 
praised a UEFA decision to 
ban Dynamo Kiev from the 
European Cup Champions’ 
League for attempting to 
bribe the referee in their 
Group A match last week. 

“It is good for soccer to 
have mechanisms which stop 
scandals fast and in the right 
way,” Panathinaikos’s 
Argentine coach Juan 
Ramon Rocha said. 

“It's a pity for dubs with 
the history of Dynamo or 
Marseille to pay for the stu- 
pidity of some of their offi- 
rials. I praise UEFA's deri- 
sion.” 

UEFA's Cbmrol and Dis- 
dplinaiy Committee barred 
Dynamo from European club 
competition for three seasons 
for attempting to bribe Span- 
ish referee Antonio Lopez 
Nieto before the Panathi- 
naikos match in Kiev. 

Dynamo have strongly 
contested the referee’s inter- 
pretation of events and on 
the Sunday the UEFA Board 
of Appeal is to hear their 
request to have the ban over- 
turned. 

UEFA decided to replace 
Dynamo with Danish cham- 
pions Aalborg, who were 
knocked out of the European 
Cup by the Ukrainians. 

“Aalborg are a good team 
with no big stars but good as 
a whoje,” Rocha said. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

aVoU PAQJ109S4 OVoid 
4AQJ1083 

Th e bidd i ng has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
IV 4* DU Pm 
7 

What action do you take? 

A - There's no way we want to 
defend four spades doubled, even 
though it probably won't make. 

This band de m a nd s to be played, 
and in slam in one of our suits, and- 
the only one way to assure getting 
there is to jump to six dubs now. 


(&4 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 

*AK4 PBS OjflB *QJ88S 
Th e bidd ing has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
la Pm 3+ Pm 
20 Pm 7 
What do you bid now? 

A ■ You have great support for 
spades, but without either of those 
spade honors you would not have 
had enough for a two-over-one 
response at your first turn. For the 
moment, all your hand is worth is a 
bid of two spades. 


Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KQ903 PS 5 OA 73 *K10X 
The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pm 1 * PaM 

3 a Pm 4 0 Pass 

4a Pm 7 

What do you bid new? 

A - Partner's failure to cue-bid 
hearts means your side lacks the 
ace in that suit. However, slam ia 
stm possible iT partner has second- 
round heart control, so make anoth- 
er try by cue-bidding five dubs to 
show your king in partner's suiL 


Q. 5 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*4 7 « MS OKQIO 4A109S2 

Tbebiddmg has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
IP 20 7 

What action do you take? 

A - One possibility is to bid two no 
trump, in the hope that partner bas 
enough to tarry on to game. 
However, since there is no guaran- 
tee that partner will cooperate, we 
suggest a double for penalties. If 
you play negative doubles, two no 
ttump has more appeal. With the 
wrong hand partner is not obliged 
to reopen the bidding and you could 
miss game. 


Q. 3 -Both vulnerable, M South you 

hold: 


*9888 P7S3 O A K 8 5 2 43 

The bi dding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1 * *P 3 4 J 

What action do you take? 

A - We like your hand. Partner 
probably has no more than one 
spade, so that increases chances of 

a double fit We opt for four hearts, 

although if we could be sure the 
'auction would not die there, a lead- 
directing bid of three diamonds has 
itsappeaL 


Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

S£ B «_-2S J7 u 8a 0Q103 *■»«» 

*ne bukung has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Pm ip P m, 

2 4 Pms ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - North's jump shift is absolutely 
forcing, so don't even think of pass- 
ing. Your hand is such a rock-bol- 
tom minimum that we don't eren 
want toi hike a preference to three 
dubs. Our vote goes to two no 
trura P' 10 how partner proceeds. 




NEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


: TEL:" 699238 

PLAZA 


Isabelle Adjani 


La Kerne 
Margot 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


Bruce Willis in 

Die Hard III 

Shows at 12:30,3:30,8:30 and 
10:30 

Children's movie 
Lion King 
Every Thursday and Friday 
Shows at 12:30 p.m. 


ftEMX TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness ! 


AMMO UN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274* - 618275: . 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“Sumaa’" 

IN 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6,8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2" 

Police Academy 

“Mission to Moscow” 
Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8,30 pm 
■ written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 
****************** 


laFfTATTvlashini Theatre 
- TEL: 675571 

performances 
will seize 
starting of today 
until further 
notice 


® bn & HfshamS Td: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

8:30 p.m. 


i_ cil o.ou p.m. 

For reservation please ca 
tel. 625155 Amman 
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his competitors as he ndes his Honda during a free 
practice at the Oscar Galvez circuit in Buenos Aires 
(Reuter photo) 

Beattie records his fastest time 

fc — 

• at Argentina Grand Prix 

Doohan at this stage of the 
season were slim. 

“Mathematically I'm still 
in there with a chance,” he 
said. “But I’ll have to win the 
last two races of the season 
and probably need Mick to 
have a problem as well if I'm 
going to catch him on 
points,” he said. 

\fi the 250cc division, 
Japan's Tadayuki Okada 
drove his Honda to the fas- 
test time of 1 minute 46.920 
seconds. 

- In the 125cc division, 
Japan's Kazuto Sakata came 
in first in a time of 1 minute 
51.847 seconds. 

„ The second round of trials 
for all categories will take 
place Saturday and the 
Grand Prix will be run on 
Sunday. 


BUENOS AIRES, Argenti- 
na (AP) — Australia’s Daryl 
Beattie, needing a win to 
keep his fading world title 
hopes alive, recorded the fas- 
test time Friday on the first 
day of time trial at the Argen- 
tine Grand Prix. 

Beattie, in second place in 
the overall standings, drove 
.his Suzuki around the 4.35- 
kiiometres Buenos Aires race 
track in a time of 2 minute 
45.432 seconds in the 500cc 
division. 

Rival and fellow country- 
man Michael Doohan, who 
could clinch the world title 
Sunday — the penultimate 
race of the season — came hi 
third with a time of 1 minute' 
45.614 seconds. 

Beattie admitted this week 
that his chances of pipping 


Saudi’s Mozazae wins 2nd gold, Hsu takes first for Taiwan 


JAKARTA. Indonesia (AP) 
— Saad A. Mozazae of Saudi 
Arabia became the first mul- 
tiple gold medallist in the 
11th Asian athletic cham- 
pionship Friday while Hsu 
Pei-Chin won Taiwan’s first 
gold medal in six years. 

Mozazae earned his second 
gold with a victory m the 
men’s 5,000-metres timed at 
14 minutes and 1.43 seconds. 
M. Sopyev of Turkmenistan 
was second in 14:02.97 and 
Xla Fengyuan of China third 
in 14:07.99. 

Mozazae won his first gold 
.on Wednesday in the 5.000- 
metre steeplechase, bettering 
his own record to 8:24.08. 
Sopyev and Xia had already 
won one gold and one silver 


respectively. 

Hsu, a 22-year-old 
Taiwanese student, took the 
gold in the women’s 400- 
metre low hurdles in 56.99 
seconds. The silver went to 
Thai Reawadee Watanasin at 
57.98 and Natalia Torchina of 
Kazakhstan with 58.88. 

“X was tired after fighting 
the winds and hurdles, but in 
the last 100-metre, in my 
mind then was only to do best 
for the gold,” said Hsu, who 
was collapsed after entering 
the finish line. 

“I feel so happy to present 
the first gold in six years for 
my country,” added Hsu,. 
who_ won silver in Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. “Final- 
ly, a hard training and long 


dream come true,” added her 
trainer Dai Yun Lin. 

It was the first gold medal ‘ 
for Taiwan in an internation- 
al meet since 1989 when 
- Taiwanese athletes won golds 
m men’s long jump and de- 
cathlon events. 

The former Soviet Repub- 
lic of Kazakhstan and China 
— which continues to domin- 
ate the five-day event — each 
captured two of eight golds at 
stake on the third day of 
competition. 

The first gold for Khazak- 
stan was won by Svetlana 
Kazan in a. who outpointed 
opponents in _ the grueling 
women’s heptathlon with 
5,728 points after winning the 
800-metre run in two minutes 


and 1934 seconds. Its second 
came in the women’s long 
jump when Elena Pershina 
readied 630 metres. 

Chinese walker Feng Haix- 
ia won the day’s first gold for 
China In the 10-kiTometre 
walk, setting a new meet 
record of 45:58.16, breaking 
compatriot Gao Hingmtao's 
47:08.97 set in 1993. 

Also surpassing the old re- 
cord were silver medallist 
Wang Liping, also of China, 
bronze medallist Yuka 
Kamioka of Japan and Maiia 
Sozonova of Kazakhstan. 

China's second gold was 

won by Li Lei in the women's 
javelin throw with a toss of 
60.48 metres. South Korean 
Lee Young-Sum claimed the 


giver and th~ — onze went to 
China's Ha Xiaoyan. 

The other gold winners of 
the day were South Korean 
Lee Jin-Taek, who won the 
men’s high jump at 2.32 
metres, and Qatar’s Mobarak 
AJ Nubi, who won the men’s 
400-metre hurdles* in 50.17 
seconds. 

- “I feel very happy because 
1 have promised my mother 
to come back with a medal,” 
said Mobarak, whose twin 
brother Abdul Rahman won 
a bronze Thursday in men’s 
long jump. 

The 26-year-old Qatari 
said his next aim is to win the 
world champion next year in 
Sydney. 

Lee jumped to a new 
championship record, break- 


ing the mark set by China’s 
Zhu Jianhua in Kuwait 12 
years ago. 

China now leads with 10 
golds, five silvers and three 
bronzes after the third day of 
the championships, which 
run until Sunday at Jakarta’s 
Madya Stadium. 

Asia’s traditional sports 
powers, despite challenges 
from six former Soviet repub- 
lics — Azerbaijan, Kazakh- 
stan, Kyrgystan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekis- 
tan — are expected to domin- 
ate at the event, which fea- 
tures more than 700 athletes 
from 37 countries. 

China won 22 gold and 18 
silver medals in track and 
field at last year’s Asian 
Games. 


Sampras, Agassi stake U.S. 
to 2-0 lead over Sweden 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — With 
Andre Agassi playing at 
home and Pete Sampras play- 
ing at his best, the United 
States is on the verge of 
turning its Davis Cup semi- 
final against Sweden into a 
rout. 

Agassi and Sampras rolled 
to wins Friday on an outdoor 
court in the shadow of the 
glittering Las Vegas strip to 


Agassi, who admitted 
being apprehensive prior to 
the match about playing in 
his hometown, said he tried 
to concentrate on what was 
hapening on the court and 
forget about the fact he was 
in Las Vegas. 

Once Agassi got in his 
rhythm, however, Wilander 
had little chance. Agassi was 
-simply, overpowering,, as :he 


five the- tLS. -team a com-- “^oved Wrfander-around-the 
manding 2-0 - lead after th*e^ourt with his backhand and 
first day of the best-of-3 1 handled his serve easily 
match competition. 

Agassi beat 31-year-old 

• Mats Wilander 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, 

6-2 while Sampras heeded 

• one more set to dispose of 
Thomas Enqvist, 6-3. 6-4, 3- 
6, 6-3, to move the United- 
States within one win of the 

• Davis Cup final three match- 
es remaining. 

“We have three great 
chances to put this away,” 

Agassi said. “I like our 
chances of getting one of 
them." 

Agassi, who grew up and 
still lives in Las Vegas, over- 
came some first-set jitters be- 
fore a partisan, flag-waving 
crowd at Caesars Palace to 
overpower Wilander, the 
world's 47th-ranked player. 

It was the first time the 
top-ranked Agassi had play- 
ed competitively before the 
hometown fans, and it 
showed early as he made 
numerous unforced errors’ 


The outcome of the match 
had long been determined by 
the time Agassi drilled a two- 
fisted backhand down the 
line past Wilander to make 
.the win official. 

Agassi, who has hosted his 
U.S. teammates for several 
Las Vegas functions during 
the week, then smiled broad- 
ly and blew a kiss to his 
girlfriend, Brooke Shields. 

The United States was. 
already up 1-0 when Agassi 
tooko the court, courtesy of 
Sampras, who beat Agassi 
two weeks ago for the U.S. 
open title and is playing at 
the top of bis game. 

Sampras used a blistering 
serve to score 24 aces in the 
match, overcoming some 
points lost on the five occa- 
sions be broke strings on his 
racquet to put the United 
States up 1-0. 

Sampras' coach, Tim Gul- 
lickson, who is battling brain 


before rallying to take the rancer. watched ftom court- 


first set in a tirebreaker. 

Agassi blew a 4-0 lead 
while serving and tied 5-5 in 
the first set, then managed to 
break Wilander's serve to tid' 
the set 6-6. 

The turning point came, 
however, when Wilander's 
first serve of the tiebreaker 
split the middle and was ruled 
in. Agassi screamed an 
obscenity at the linesman and 
‘ the court, fuming. He 
hitting the ball more 


side as the world's second- 
ranked player carved out a 
four-set win in businesslike 
fashion. 

It was the first time Gui- 
lickson, twin brother of U.S. 
coach Tom Gullickson, was 
able to be with Sampras since 
doctors found tumors in his 
brain during the Australian 
Open in January. 

V « 

“To have him here was 
really special to me,” Sam- 
pras said. “It was really great 


forcefully and won the final to hear him call me ‘pistol’ on 
four points of the tiebreaker the crossovers. It was like old 
to take the set. times.” 


Unser has victory restored 


DETROIT (AP) — A1 Unser 
Jr., deprived of a victory at 
Portland, Oregon when his car 
. piled to be in technical 
TOtoxion of road-dearance re- 
quirements. had the win re- 
hinied to him on Friday by an 
Indycar appeals panel. 

^ The three-member panel 
{“aded by Appeals Court Judge 
Philip C. Elliott sided with Pcns- 
ke doing, which had argued that 
a different inspection procedure 
*35 used for its car than for 
others in the race. 

Unser dominated the Portland 
TOCi only to have the victory set 
j®* when the car was found to 
w in violation of the 5 -cm clear- 
requirement between the 
“Hjont of the sidepods and the 
b °tt°ni of the car. The victory 
*as awarded to runnenip Jimmy 


Penskc racing appealed the 
disqualification to Indycar Ste- 
£ ards - who denied the appeal, 
reiake then carried to matter to 
u three-member appeals panel, 
which heard three days of testi- 
mony lias week before issuing its 
decision, 

Penskc raring argued that its 


car was measured using a diffe- 
rent procedure than that used on 
other cars in the race. Two of the 
technicians who had found the 
car in violation at Portland pas- 
sed when recreating the process 
for the appeals panel. But an 
Indycar crew using both measur- 
ing methods found the car to still 

be in violation. 

The panel sided with Penske 
because the inspectors who 
cleared the Unser car during this 
week's hearing had used that 
same measuring procedure to 
pass every other car at Portland. 

Roger Penske, who owns the 
team for which Unser races, said 
he was “pleased with the court’s 
derision and we' believe this pro- 
ceeding clarified many significant 
issues raised as a result of die 
Portland race.” 

Kirk Russell, Indy car's vice 
president of competition, said 
the sanctioning body was “ex- 
tremely disappointed by the 
panel's decision but fully accept 
the appeals court's ruling.” 

The verdict had no bearing on 
the outcome of the driver points 
race, which was won by Jacques 
Villeneuve of Canada, with Un- 
ser finishing second. 


Kazakhstan’s Elena Pershina grimaces as 'jump final with a distance of 6.50 metres 
she jumps to winning the women’s long (Reuter photo) 


Saudi Arabian runner Saad Mozazae 
(right) leads the men’s 5,000 metres final - 


in the 11th Asian athletic championships 
in Senayan stadium (Renter photo) 


Sri Lanka win double gold at Jakarta athletics 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka struck double gold 
here on Saturday in the 
women's 200-metres and the 
100-metres hurdles in. the 
11th Asian Athletic Cham- 
pionships, while China main- 
tained their overall domi- 
nance with 11 golds. 


Sri Lanka’s 19-year-old 
Sosanthika Jayasinghe won 
the women's 200-metres in 23 
seconds dead, breaking the 
1993 championship record of 
23:24 set by China’s Chen 
Zhanjing. 

Jayasinghe, who won silver 
in Friday’s 100-metres, said 


she felt much fitter for the 
200 than the 100, when she 
“ran out of energy in the last 
30 metres." 

Sri Lanka’s other gold was 
won the Shriyani Kulawanse 
. in the 100 metres hurdles. 

She finished in 13:29, de- 
spite suffering the effects of 


flu and a throat infection, 
which landed her in a Jakarta 
hospital a few days ago. 

“This is my most memor- 
able career win, since I'm 
ill,” Kulawansa said. 

Azziz Matter earned 
Bahrain its first gold medal in 
the 200 metres in 20:76. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, sitting 
room, large living room, maid’s room, brand 
new furniture. Third floor. Good location in Deir 
Ghbar, American Embassy St.. 

Please call 862007 


APARTMENT FOR RENT / 4TH CIRCLE 

Consists of two bedrooms, one master bedroom, 
L-shaped salon, dining room, spacious kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, 2 verandas, central heating. 

Rent: JD 5,000 per annum. 

Interested to call 603703 ext. 7108 / 
7404 
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. AND WRE LOOKING EVERYWHERE 

The best candidates for physicians ate bright, determined, strong, 
em pathetic And ws’ic determined to find diem. Sc. Georges Univaacy now 
offers a premedical course leading into die School of Medicine as wefl as 
independent baccalaureate degree programs. Tbe courses include varying points 
of entrv, depending on your educational background and achievements. If you 
believe you can meet our standards for esceiiena, conaa: Office of Admissions, 
Dept AJ06, Sl Georges University School of Medicine, do die North 
American Correspondent, Medical School Services, Ltd. 

One East Main Street, Bay Shore, New York 1 1706-8399 
516-665-8500 • Fax: 516-665-5590 - Email: sgu_ info@mssLmsd.com 
Look for us on the World Wide Web in Jarc Fall 1995. 
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Shaping the world... one mind at a time 
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BSc Programs 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 




A leading Company is seeking to recruit the following : 

. : : J Mr EXECUTIVE SECRETARY : 

Good command of English & Arabic 

• Typing and computer skills 

• Experience in all office duties is a plus . 

2 lT JE^UC RELATIONS (Female ) 
Good experience & good appearance 
kindly send your typed c.v to fax No. 894918 
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A barrel of excitement at the only 
authentic Mexican joint in town. 
Swing by for exotic cocktails: 

Gallo Loco, 

Tequila Sunrise, -MM- 
p the Flaming Curaracha 
and more. 

/ -^Explore our Mexican menip , 
“..packed with an absolutely- \ 
astounding variety of hot & spicy ' 
-dishes Like 
tempting Tacos, 

. bona fide BurritOS, 
and amazing Enchiladas, 

A fun filled time is always our 
speciality, 

You won't want to siesta through 

OUR 

Lean 

■lesta 

"'-i ^; r Zurich Dinner 

' 4 2:30 pm - 3:00 pm 7:30 pm - 1 1:30 pm •' 

Far mmrafibns please call 6-11361 ext. 2222 *’ 

[J5 Uniquely lnter«C ontinentel - 
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Storm over single currency 
blows EU summit off course 


ALCUDIA, Spain (AFP) — 
European Union (EU) lead- 
ers ended their informal sum- 
mit Saturday caught in a 
storm over a future angle 
European currency having 
made little progress towards 
their long-term goals of a 
single currency and closer 
political union. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major sailed into the 
currency debate by asking if 
monetary union by the turn 
of the century was politically 
or economically feasible. 

Mr. Major said he would 
be “absolutely dumb- 
founded'’ if a first wave of 
countries moving to a single 
currency by a deadline of 
-1999 involved a majority of 
EU states. 

“The realities of what it 
means and what it could do to 
the political and economic 
structure of the EU have not 
been examined," he warned. 

“The concept of 15, 19 or 
25 countries moving ahead at 
the same pace, the same time 
and with the same objectives 
is not politically or economi- 
cally credible," he added, re- 
ferring to possible EU expan- 
sion. 

The summit was taken over 
by the currency row after 
German Finance Minister 
Tbeo Waigel said Italy had 
no chance of joining the first 
wave of states, but German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
appeared on Italian television 
to say: “Germany does not 
want to exclude anybody." 

German Foreign Minister 


Klaus Kinkel also tried to 
defuse the row, saying: "The 
achievement of economic and 
monetary union through 
creation of a single European 
currency is still the top agen- 
da item in European policy 
until the end of the century." 

Mr. Waigel's remarks 
touched a sensitive pan of 
the EU anatomy by highlight- 
ing Germany's enormous 
economic influence and 
therefore its ability to dictate 
the terms of monetary union. 

According to officials, Mr. 
Kohl told EU leaders Ger- 
many did not want to tighten 
requirements for participa- 
tion in a single currency, but 
underlined there was a huge 
political risk of the German 
public or parliament refusing 
to give up the mark. 

The only way to avoid that 
was to stick to the Maastricht 
Treaty conditions, thus en- 
suring the new European cur- 
rency is at least as strong as 
the mark, Mr. Kohl said. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez said there 
could be no retreat from the 
Maastricht timetable. "We 
cannot give up the objective 
of deciding which countries 
will participate in 1998 at the 
latest," he added. 

Mr. Gonzalez failed to 
facilitate a frank exchange of 
views on the EU's basic 
direction as it prepares for 
momentous changes, includ- 
ing single currency and en- 
largement to a bloc of 25 or 
more, over the next decade. 

He planned a meeting with 


■only interpreters in the room 
but French President Jacques 
Chirac insisted on having a 
notetaker behind him. The 
result, according to a diplo- 
mat, was discussion largely 
over established ground. 

"Once it was going on the 
record, there was no chance 
of any progress being made. 
...What we got was simply 
national positions being reg- 
urgitated again," the source 
added. 

So while the summit once 
again exposed contradictions 
within the EU between those 
like Germany and the Be- 
nelux states who want closer 
political ties and those, led by 
Britain, which believe the 
process has gone far enough, 
it did not do much to bridge 
the gaps. 

Mr. Major said he was 
“relaxed” about when an 
inter-governmental confer- 
ence on a review of Maas- 
tricht due in spring would be 
wrapped up, signalling he 
would not allow a looming 
deadline to pressure Britain 
into concessions. 

Belgian Prime Minister 
Jean-Luc Dehaene said that 
without further political in- 
tegration, enlargement would 
signal the end of the EU in its 
current form. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Chirac 
said he held talks with Mr. 
Kohl early on Saturday when 
they reached “complete 
agreement" on all nine items 
on their agenda. 

'The vision I have of the 
Europe of tomorrow seems 


to me for a large part to be 
shared by all of our part- 
ners,” he added. "Today 
roost European Union mem- 
bers are talking along the 
same .lines.” 

Although a planned boat 
trip of EU leaders was scrap- 
ped after a flotilla of vessels 
gathered to protest French 
nuclear tests in the South 
Pacific, he said other Eli 
coun tries had supported his 
stance. 

“I was very happy with the 
support I received from cer- 
tain of my colleagues, not- 
ably those among the oldest 
in our group.” he added. 

Mr. Chirac also said that, 
on the question of Paris want- 
ing to maintain frontier 
checks for an extra six 
months despite the Schengen 
accords on opening borders, 
“everyone understands that, 
given problems linked to ter- 
rorism and developments in 
drugs trafficking, there are 
precautions which have to be 
taken which scannot be 
avoided.” 

Meanwhile, EU leaders 
said they did not want to do 
anything in Bosnia or on EU 
expansion which could harm 
relations with Russia, tradi- 
tionally an ally of the Serbs. 

Mr. Chirac said they 
agreed over a U.S.-led plan 
for the region to split Bosnia 
in two and enforce a peace 
through NATO soldiers. 
However, there would also 
be room for Russian troops 
and those from Muslim coun- 
tries alongside. 


Kabul says Taliban 
night attacks foiled 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Taliban Islamic movement 
launched night attacks 
against troops loyal to 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani based southwest 
of Kabul but were repulsed 
with no territorial gam, an 
official spokesman said 
Saturday. 

“The Talibans attacked 
twice late Friday night, the 
second time with 150 men, 
but were pushed back, leav- 
ing two dead bodies in the 
field,’’ Defence Ministry 
spokesman Abdullah told re- 
porters. 

Pro- Rabbani troops were 
attacked on mountain-tops 
near the village of Depak, 
which is located just seven to 
eight kilometres east of the 
Taliban -controlled provincial 
centre of Maidan Shahr, 
Abdullah said. 

There are two main front- 
lines between the Talibans 
and pro- Rabbani defenders 
around Kabul, the most im- 
portant of which is near 
Maidan Shahr, some 40 
kilometres west of the 
Afghan capital. 

Depak is important be- 
cause it controls access to the 
picturesque * but straight 
Kalandar valley, which cuts 
through rugged mountains to 
open out near Darulaman 
Palace in south Kabul. 

“The purpose of last 
night’s attack would have 
been to secure an area from 
which to stage further actions 
against Kabul,” Abdullah 
told AFP. 


Mullah Abdul Qayum, 
alias Mullah Mishr, the Tali- 
bans military commander of 
Maidan Shahr, has pledged 
to capture Kabul by force if 
Mr. Rabbani and his topgun," 
former Defente Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood, do not 
surrender. 

Observers say the Talibans 
may figure it would be easier 
to capture Kabul via Kalan- 
dar rather than making a 
frontal assault up the main 
national highway from 
Maidan Shahr, where they 
face not only minefields but 
pro-Rabbani defenders in 
well-fortified positions back- 
ed by artillery and tanks. 

Abdullah said the Talibans 
on Friday made use of a tactic 
called “shabkhun” — literal- 
ly “night-blood” — a kind of 
night ambush without artil- 
lery backing in which the 
attackers crawl on their sto- 
mach to within striking dis- 
tance of the enemy. 

Meanwhile, in fresh fight- 
ing in northern Afghanistan, 
Abdullah said fighters loyal 
to Mr. Masood had captured 
some more territory from 
their Uzbek rival, ex- 
communist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, around 
Sangcharak district of Jawz- 
jan province. 

He said in one or two days 
he expected two previously 
separate Mujahedeen fronts 
in Jawzjan and Balkb pro- 
vinces to be able to fink their 
forces. 


IWS IN BRIEF 


Parliament session deferred by 2 months 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday 
postponing the regular session of the Lower House of Parliament 
for two months. The regular session is normally opened by His 
Majesty King Hussein by October 1 but the King is authorised by 
the Constitution to postpone the session for a maximum of two 
months. Observers believe that the postponement of the regular 
session was due to the government's pre-occupation with prepara- 
tions for the Middle East and North Africa economic conference, 
which opens on Oct. 29.. 


Turk police catch Ocalan’s brother 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish police detained on Saturday the 
brother of the chief of the rebel Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) while trying illegally to leave western Turkey for 
Greece, a police spokeswoman said. "He was trying to 
leave the country illegally — he had no passprot and no visa 
— the PKK militants were trying to smuggle him out,” the 
spokeswoman in the western port town of Izmir told 
Reuters by telephone. She said Mehmet Ocalan. two PKK 
guerrillas and his six children, were caught trying to board a 
privately-hired boat for Greece early on Saturday. Mr. 
Ocalan, brother of PKK leader Abdullah “Apo" Ocalan, 
was then detained and would appear in court in Izmir at a 
later date to explain his illegal exit attempt, she said. The 
spokeswoman said Mehmet Ocalan was not a guerrilla, but 
had links with the PKK. 

Babylon Arts Festival opens 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The annual Babylon Arts Festival 
has opened with defiance of the United States and 
condemnation of the five-year-old U.N. embargo on Iraq. 
“This gathering of over 30 countries from the four corners 
of the earth is the best example of the survival of the 
good,” said Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan on 
Friday night. He blamed the “vicious” embargo on “the 
forces of aggression, in the forefront of which comes 
Washington." The festival in the historic city of Babylon, 
160 kilometres south of Baghdad, is to run until Oct. 6. 
Around 50 teams from several countries, including Japan 
and France, are to take part. 


(Continued on page 7) Two Libyan officials visit Mogadishu 


Algerian opposition 
leader to run in polls 


ALGIERS (AFP) -- A lead- 
ing member of a group calling 
for a boycott of the presiden- 
tial election in Algeria later 
this year said Saturday that 
he would be a candidate in it 
to "interrupt the govern- 
ment's proceedings.” 

The newly-declared candi- 
date is Ahmad Ben Moham- 
mad, president of the Demo- 
cratic Muslim Jazair Party 
(JMC), one of the political 
parties making up the Rome 
group which has called for a 
boycott of the election. 

Together with six other 
groups and the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), which is 
banned in Algeria, the JMC 
signed in Rome in January a 
“national contract.” 

Last month the Rome 
group said it would not put 
forward candidates and cal- 
led on Algerians not to pro- 
vide potential candidates 
with the signatures they 
need. 

Candidates need at least 
75,000 signatures, collected 
in 25 of Algeria's 48 adminis- 
trative districts to be elegi- 
bile. They have until Oct. 2 
to gather them. 

Mr. Ben Mohammad, call- 
ing for an “active boycott” of 
the election, said in a state- 
ment made public Saturday 
that he would stand in the 
presidential contest, the first 
round of which is due to be 


held on Nov. 16, “without 
entertaining the slightest illu- 
sion as to its outcome.” 

He said the elections would 
“legitimise the government" 
and said it was necessary 
"actively to boycott the elec- 
tions by taking part in them 
and not look on from a dis- 
tance.” 

The boycotting parties, 
which include not only the 
FIS but the National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), formerly 
the only party, and the 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
want a political agreement 
before any election. 

Mr. Ben Mohammad said 
his candidacy “in no -way” 
called into question his par- 
ty's undertakings in respect 
of other Rome group mem- 
bers. 

Interior Minister Mostefa 
Ben Mansour has said that 36 
candidates, among them out- 
going President Liamine 
Zeroual. have indicated their 
intention of standing. 

He said that the continuing 
attacks in Algeria attributed 
to the Armed Islamic Groups 
(GIA) would not prevent the 
election taking place. 

It was also announced in 
Alters that Algerian citizens 
living in France will be able 
to cast their ballots at consu- 
lates in France from Nov. 1 1 
to 16. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A two-member Libyan delega- 
tion has been visiting Mogadishu for the past two days, and 
has had talks with several senior aides of warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed, reliable sources here said Saturday. 
The purpose of their visit was not immediately clear, but 
General Aideed's rivals said the Libyans were here to 
assess economic and military needs of Gen. Aideed's 
self-declared “government” with a view to providing aid. 
Gen. Aideed's supporters declared him "interior presi- 
dent” in June after which he announced the formation ofa 
“government.” His opponents refused to recognise his 
administration. The Libyan officials, whose names were 
not given, on Friday had talks with Gen. Aideed's “interior 
minister" Mohammad Qanyare Afrah and were later 
Saturday expected to meet the warlord in the central-town 
of Baidoa before leaving the country. Another three- 
member Libyan delegation visited Mogadishu in July and 
had talks with Gen. Aideed. 


Police kill suspect in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Police on Saturday shot dead a suspected 
extremist wanted in connection with the murder of two 
women and a man last year. Police were attempting to 
arrest Fathi Abdul Qader A1 Zeidy near the town of 
Ismaliya on the Suez Canal, but he refused to surrender 
and opened fire, security officials said. They said he was 
killed when police returned fire. The officials said Zeidy 
participated in anti-government activities with Muslim 
radicals and also engaged in crime. He was sentenced to 
death in absentia in 1994 for kilting two women and a man 
during a robbery, the officials said. 


Policeman who fired at Israelis was 'drunk 1 

TEL AVTV (AFP)— Palestinian policy informed Israel on 
Saturday that one of its men was drunk when he fired at 
Israeli troops just outside the West Bank self-rule enclave 
of Jericho, the army said. Military officials said the 
policeman approached a checkpoint and fired at a group of 
soldiers for no apparent reason, without hitting anybody. 
Israel has lodged a protest with the Palestinian self-rule 
authority over the incident which took place on Friday. 
There was no indication if the policeman was disciplined. 




TENSION IN HEBRON: An Israeli soldier fends himself from Palestinian 
youths who are demanding the release of friends who were arrested during a day 
of protests in the occupied West Bank town of Hebron on Friday (see page one) 
^(AFP photo) • 

Egyptian militant leader 
goes missing in Croatia 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
leading Islamic militant, 
wanted in Egypt on charges 
of attempting to overthrow 
the government, has dis- 
appeared on a trip to Croatia. 
A! Hayat newspaper re- 
ported Saturday. 

Egypt has long sought to 
get Talaat Qasem, 38, re- 
turned from Europe for trial, 
and his wife and supporters 
suggested Egypt — or the 
United States — could have 
been behind his disappear- 
ance. 

Mr. Qasem was found guil- 
ty and sentenced to death in 
absentia in a 1992 trial that 
grouped militants who 
allegedly received training in 
Pakistan or Afghanistan. He 
would have to be retried if 
captured. 

He has been living in re- 
cent years in Denmark, 
where he had political asy- 
lum. 

His disappearance came to 
light after a fundamentalist 
group known as Islamic 
League of the Followers of 
the Book and Sunna issued a 
statement in London thre- 
atening revenge if Croatia 
does not make dear what ' 
happened to Mr. Qasem. The 
group suggested Egypt or the 
United States could have 
been behind his disappear- 
ance. 

Last January, under Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s anti- 
terrorism initiative, Mr. 
Qasem’s name was put on a 
list of people to whom trans- 
fer of funds are to be block- 
ed. The initiative also froze 
the U.S. assets of groups the 


U.S. deemed used terrorism 
to subvert peace activities. 

At Mr. Qasem's request. 
Egyptian lawyer Abdul 
Halim Mandour filed a suit in 
Cairo to try to block Mr. 
Clinton's action. 

Contacted Saturday, Mr. 
.Mandour said he had not 
been in contact with Mr. 
Qasem in recent weeks and 
was not aware of reports of 
his disappearance. 

The London-based A1 
Hayat said that Mr. Qasem’s 
wife, Amani Farouk, said she 
holds Croatia “responsible 
for the disappearance” of her 
husband. She appealed to in- 
ternational human rights 
groups to intervene, saying 
ber husband was “wanted” 
by political enemies. 

She lives in Denmark with 
the couple's five children and 
is pregnant with a sixth child, 
the paper said. 

According to her account 
to A1 Hayat, Mr. Qasem 
intended to travel to Bosnia 
to write a book about the 
war. She said he was granted 
a visa on Sept. 11 and left the 
following day to Croatia. 

After arriving in the capital 
Zagreb, he was staying at the 
house of a friend when Croa- 
tian police broke in and 
arrested them. 

The friend and Mr. 
Qasem's translator were 
freed Sept. 15, she told A1 
Hayat. 

Croatia's Foreign Ministry 
says that Mr. Qasem was 
accused of violating residence 
laws, was tried and con- 
victed, paid a fine and was 


ordered to leave with 24 
hours. The ministry says he 
left Croatia Sept. 18 to an 
“unknown destination,” Ms. 
Farouk said. 

Mr. Qasem is one of the 
founders of Al Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah, which has been 
blamed for much of the vio- 
lence in a three-year cam- 
paign by Muslim militants to 
try to overthrow Egypt’s 
secular government and re- 
placed it with strict Islamic 
rule. 

A graduate in engineering 
from Minya University in 
southern Egypt, Mr. Qasem 
has been accused of being a 
spokesman for the group 
abroad. 

Mr. Qasem was first jailed 
in 1981, when then-President 
Anwar Sadat ordered that 
hundreds of suspected poli- 
tical foes and Islamic fun- 
damentalists be detained. Af- 
ter he was released in the 
mid-1980s, he reportedly 
went to Saudi Arabia and 
then Pakistan, Egyptian 
security officials say. 

The officials accuse him of 
directing the Gamaa 's activi- 
ties from abroad, including 
acting as its overseas spokes- 
man. They say that in recent 
months he visited Sudan to 
meet with Sheikh Hassan 
Tourabi, whom the Egyptians 
accuse of harbouring Egypt's 
Islamic foes. 

Al Hayat quoted a state- 
ment from the Islamic 
League of the Follow- 
ers of the Book and Sunna, 
reacting to the disappearance 
of Mr. Qasem. 


Abdul Rahman trial goes 
to jury in New York court 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 


York landmarks was to go to 
the jury Saturday as the nine- 
month trial neared an end. 

The lawyers for Egyptian 
cleric Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman and nine others 
closed their arguments Fri- 
day, accusing the government 
of being hasty and sloppy in 
its investigation. 

Federal Judge Michael 
Mukasey gave deliberation 
instructions to the jurors who 
were to be sequestered to 
avoid outside influence or 
distraction. 

Concluding dosing argu- 
ments, Prosecutor Andrew 
McCarthy acknowledged 
Thursday that it was difficult 
to find untainted informants 
to testify. 

He told jurors that he 
wished the government could 
have used "pillars of the com- 
munity” to testify in the case 
instead of a paid informant 
who has admitted to lying. 

But he said such upstand- 
ing citizens “don't get invited 
to kitchen conversations ab- 
out mass murder and they 
don't build bombs in dark 
garages." 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, a 
57-year-old blind cleric who 
beads a fundamentalist Isla- 
mic movement, is on trial 
with nine others on charges 
of plotting to blow up major 
New york sites such as the 
World Trade Centre and Un- 
ited Nations headquarters. 

The attacks were also 
allegedly to indude the busy 
Lincoln and Holland tunnels 
which cross under the Hud- 
son River to the island of 


Manhattan as well as George 
Washington Bridge. 

The prosecution has 
charged that the attacks — 
which were to be carried out 
in a single day in 1993 — 
were an effort to pressure 
Washington on Middle East 
policy. 

Four men allegedly linked 
to the sheikh were sentenced 
to life in jail in connection 
with the Feb. 26, 1993 World 
Trade Centre bombing, 
which killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000. 

None of the defendjuits has 
been charged with that 
attack, but prosecutors 
argued that it was part of 
their terrorist campaign. 

The government is seeking 
a conspiracy conviction using 
rarely used law passed daring 
the civi] war and is thus not 
.required to show that the 
defendants committed acts of 
terrorism, but engaged in a 
seditious conspiracy. 

Lynne Stewart, Sheikh 
’Abdul Rahman’s chief 
lawyer, has described the 
cleric “as a man of God” who 
was merely exercising his 
right to free speech as a 
religious leader. 

The defence team also 
sought to discredit the prin- 
cipal prosecution witness, 
Emad Ahmad Salem, an in- 
formant that defence attor- 
neys contend set a trap for 
their clients. 

The jury was not expected 
to begin sifting through hun- 
dreds of exhibits and recall- 
ing the testimony of more 
than 200 witnesses until later 
in the day, afteT hearing 
•Judge Mukasey read his 200- 
page legal road map. 

The 1990 assassination of 


Rabbi Meir Kahane and a 
plot to kill Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak are also 
part of what prosecutors cal- 
led a war of urban terrorism 
by militants in the United 
States. 

On Friday, tempers rose 
among lawyers as they bick- 
ered about each other’s tac- 
tics. 

One defence lawyer, 
Valerie Amsterdam, asked 
for a mistrial late Thursday 
and again Friday because she 
thought she was singled out 
by prosecutors. 

Defence lawyers portrayed 
the government as hasty and 
sloppy in its investigation that 
produced videotapes, au- 
diotapes and photographs of 
defendants allegedly conspir- 
ing. 

Prosecutors said the de- 
fence was distorting the evi- 
dence in an attempt to blur 
the facts to a jury that has 
watched the case develop 
over the last nine months. 

Ms. Amsterdam, who rep- 
resents defendant Fares 
Khafiafalla, said she took it 
personally when Mr. McCar- 
thy called her a liar during 
summations Thursday. 

She accused Mr. McCarthy 
of singling her out because 
she questioned evidence that 
he handled during the inves- 
tigative phase of the case. 

“I believe Mr. McCarthy’s 
involvement in the investiga- 
tion of this case and his con- 
cern about his personal con- 
duct in the investigation of 
the case led to the emphatic 
personal, violent attack that I 
incurred yesterday, including 
a five-hour rebuttal outof an 
eight-hour rebuttal aimed 
only my client and me." 


Russian TV takes 
outspoken 
programme 
off the air 

MOSCOW(R) — Russia’s 
main television channel 
dropped a hard-punching 
news magazine pro- 
gramme in a move its 
anchorman said was aimed 
at stemming criticism of 
the government ahead of 
December election. “They 
have decided to close the 
programme ahead of the 
election because they ate 
tiying to set up a ‘ministry 
of truth’,” Sergei Dorenko, 
who introduces Versii 
(Versions), charged. A 
spokesman for public ’ 
Russian Television (ORT) 
which has aired Versii for 
six months denied that the 
decision to close it from 
October was politically 
motivated. Spokesman 
Anatoly Sosnovsky told 1 
Reuters Versii was too 
expensive, adding: 

“Dorenko does not want to 
make political pro- 
grammes.'' The late-night 
Versii, which tackles the 
country’s hottest issues, 
has been particularly criti- 
cal of policy on Chechnya 
where Russian troops have 
fought a bitter war with 
separatists. Mr. Dorenko 
retorted: “We have told 
' them we are ready to 
finance the production our- 
selves. 1 told them 'yon 
can have it for one rou- 
ble’,” he said. “The 
motives behind their dedh 
sion are purely political 
'They do not want to see 
(human rights activist) 
Sergei Kovalyov, they do 
not want to see democ- 
rats,” Mr. Dorenko told 
Reuters. 

Hold your nose, . 
here comes man 
who 

doesn’t bathe 

LONDON (AP) — It may 
sound like 3 dirty way to 
do business, but Trevor 
Newton wants his cus- 
tomers to know that he 
doesn’t bathe. And, 
although a lot of them are 
pretty hot under the collar, 
the chief executive of 
Yorkshire Water % PIC 
wants them to shun the 
shower and tub as well 
Yorkshire Water is running; 
out of water because of a 
drought in northern 
England, and Mr. Newton 
is threatening to cut off 
supplies every other day if 
the reservoirs don’t start 
filling up soon. "I person* 
ally haven’t had a bath or 
shower for three months,” 
the executive disclosed 
this week. Mr. Newton 
said he keeps his hygiene 
□p to snuff by using a 
washcloth and half a bowl 
of hot water every day. 
"He’s trying to lead the 1 
way and say, ‘you can save 
water. It can be done,”’ 
Yorkshire Water 

spokesman John Howe 
said. With some reservob" 
down to 13.8 per cent of 
their regular water supply, 
the company asked for 
government permission to 
cut off the water supply for 
all homes and businesses 
in the affected areas. 
Everybody would get 24 
hours of water followed by 
24 hours of no watet 
About 160,000 water cus= 
tomers, or 384,000 people, 
would endure the cutoffs. 

Tutu urges easier*' 

abortion rules •* 

KIMBERLEY, Sou* 

Africa (AP) — Archbishop 
of Cape Town Desmond 
Tutu urged the Anglican 
Church to support legal 
changes making abortion 
easier for women in South 
Africa. "I would hope that 
the woman seeking an 
abortion would receive 
counselling, for it is not 
just a personal and individ* 
ual matter,” Arch. Tut^sJ 
said. The foetus is not a 
tooth.” Arch. Tutu spoke aj 
the opening of a provincial 
synod in this diamond; 
mining city that is _ w 
debate abortion, a burning 
topic as South AfoC® 
changes apartheid-el^ 
laws. 



